Google 



This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 



> 



J 




r> 



aF 



\ 



/ 



i-* 




Sble. 
:the 



r 



a 




w 



l* ,? LETWSl I. 



art 



INTRODUCTORY^ . 

Every power of man should be devoted to the service of 
God. Importance qfiPtolmofly. Difference 'of opin- 
ion on the subject. Division of the church* Impor- 
tance of union. Proposal ofaccommoddtion. Hopes 
of success. Mistakes &rf*9ted. Attention to the 
subject request^. • 

Dear Brethren^ 

EVERY subject which relates to the 
peace of the church, the institutions of God, 
or the exercise of the saint, must be interesting 
to you. Psalmody, in its matter and forms, 
has always claimed,, and deservedly obtained, 
no small share of christian attention. 

Every faculty of man should be consecrated 
to the service of his Creator, In the promo- 
tion of the divine glory, and in the advance- 
ment of personal holiness, all the principles of . 
our i^ture, by a mutual influence, ought to co- 
operate. Man's powers of intellect, the sen- 
sibilities of his heart, and the capacity of ex- 
pressing these sensibilities in appropriate 
strains of melody, are^aid in requisition by our 
lioiy refigton. PsalmocJSy, employ^^ the 



i 



spirit of its institution, is peculiarly calculated 
to engage th$ he^alS to call forth an eleva- 
ted devotion. In another act of social reli- 
gion, is an opflBfrtunity afforded for so much 
unanimity, in actual and congregated expres- 
sion of devout sentiment ; and, it is more than 
probable, no other part of instituted worship 
is so well adapted to interweave sentiment 
with every fibre of the heart of man. r \ . 

" There is in souls a sympathy with sound*! 
Some chord in unison with what wo hear 
Is touch'd within us, and the heart replies/'* 

Who has not felt the melting influence of the 
soft strains of well conducted music? And how 
powerfully the martial band operates, by inspi- 
ring with courage, is well known to the war- 
rior in the day of battle. Wlien sentiment is 
accompanied with the fascination of music, it 
requires no common effort, even when thf^ 
principle is disavowed, to break the charm, f 
This suggests* to us the importance of proper 
matter for the psalmody of the church of God ; 
it urges the necessity of circumspection, to 
guard against the introduction of incorrect 

> 

•oCowper. 

t Let mt, laid Judge HaU» bs ballad stake* fer ft nation, 
and I care ndt who are legislators! 
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3entkaent, or of crude and superficial opinions, *? 
ia the, sacred songs we employ. . How often * ' 
error is thus' introduced into the mind of man, 
and' blasphemy shed before the throne of the 
Eternal, need not, now be told. 

The celebration of God's praise, in suitable 
songs* is one of his own institutions. It is his 
appointment that his people come before his 
presence with thanksgiving, and make a joyful 
noise unto Mm with psalm*. Hear a .new 
testament injunction : Is any merry ? let 
Hm sing psalms. The practice was exempli- 
fied by two illustrious heralds of the cross, 
Paul and Silas ; and that in qircu instances ve- 
ry unfavorable to the exercise : it was at jjira- 
night, and when confined in tht dungeon, at 
Philippi. In his own practice, our Redeem- 

p er himself gave his sanction to the social sing- 
ing of praise, as an ordinance divinely appoin- 
ted* After the institution of the eucharistie 

-feast, he and his disciples sung an hymn: 

one of those comprised in the hiUel % that is, 

those psalms from the hundred and thirteenth 

to the hundred and eighteenth inclusive* 

This part of our worship is confessedly im- 

iportant. Its importance is manifested by the 
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time devoted to it in our solemn assemblies ; 
by the disputes agitated respecting it, in sev- 
eral sections of the church; smd by the care 
which God has taken, to furnish his worship, 
pers with a system of songs ; songs indited by 
his Spirit^ and remarkably adapted to the con- 
dition of the subjects of his. grace, in their 
progress through life. The present brief, an£, 
it is hoped, candid investigation of the subject, 
is justified by the^e considerations, as well as 
by the fact, that opposing opinions respecting 
it, divide, at this day, in practice, ifota few of 
the Savior's friends ; opinions and practices 
maintained, respecting* this portion of our sa- 
cred services, constitute one of those nume- 
rous exciting causes, that have aroused into 
warring factions, so many branches of the 
church of God. 

This state of things is not as it should be. 
The church of the Redeemer is really one: 
That she is not visibly one, is the sin as well- 
as the affliction of her members. No just 
cause of division or separation, in this holy cor* 
poration, should receive the countenance of a- 
ny friend of God, or advocate of Zion's peace. 
No practice, no maxim, calculated to wound 
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the sensibilities of the meanest among the 
children of grace, unless ehfoi-ced by divine 
authority, should be indulged ; for to wound 
the sensibilities, is to alienate the heart, and, if 
not to affect the. conscience, certainly to enlj$t 
the passions • The natural result of irHtated 
sions, is sepatfftibn ; and a state of hostility, 
ractices long indulged become familiar, 
, in their associations, not unfrequently ve- 
ne^Me. In religion, habit often connects,4ts 
expedient forms with its divinely appointed < 
institutions, &nd, except the mind b$ more 
than usually versed in the science of abstrac- 
tion, a change in the one, is not unlikely to lead 
to an infrmgementof the other. He understands 
but little of the constitution of man, or but 
slightly regards the interests of society, who, 
with the wanton hand of rashness, would ex- 
punge the convenient institutes, which have 
long given body to opinion, and order to prac- 
tice. The friend of peace, and the patron of 
order, will, therefore, treat with delicacy those 
forms that are recommended by ancient usage. 
A departure from this course can only be jus- 
tified by a full and well founded conviction, 
that such forms are either essentially wrong, 




^, from pertain cincumstanccs, perhicioua in 
their dfeeti This caution must still be great* 
er, when we go beyond ftrfrtis to the^substan* 
rials of religion ; to the matter of that worship 
4j|uch God himself has ordained to bfe qtfefcd 
before liis throne. , 

In the psalmody of the c)Mr£h, there is^i 
deed, as in othersocial institutions,* coinve 
forms, in which, according 46 cireui&ptigu? 
a variety may be innocent^* praCtiscdf ^ut 
there is also something in it ofjptoskive, divine 
appointment, with which no nilm may inter- 
fere. The matter must be evangelical. In 
this We must hearken attentivelv to the voice 
of the Lord ; and take hoed lest our fear to- 
ward him be tatlfrht by the precepts of men. — 
Our spiritual song must be that which God 
approves. That good men entertain different 
sentiments, as respects the application of the 
general truth now stated, is readily admitted. 
One believes he may, with divine approbation, 
in public worship, employ the effusions of the 
pious muse, which are marked by no special 
disconformhy to the sacred oracles r another 
feels his conscience bound, exclusively, to the 
use of those aengs, which God has given by 
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*he inspiration of Ins Spirit ; which his church 
has used, and which he believes was Resign- 
ed for the saints ia the public, social worship 
of the church. These songs arc found in the 
pages of the bopk of God. . 

It is not now intended to discuss the merits 
^f this question** My object in this letter is to 

jfftd a P omt w ^ ere ^ e J arr ^ n S Pities may 
^eel ija . concord ; where they may ungird 
.their armor ; forget their animosities ; and u- 
nit$ f .for a?*)^,' iir a song of praise to God 
their S^ioiv^In this age of bible triumphs, 
and catholic* liberjjity , I cannot think the de- 
sired point is difficult to be feujicl. May not 
both parties me(^ in the. life* of those songs, 
indited under the inspinatio* of God ? In the 
use of those songs, presented in the most cor- 
rect version to be found, coiild any complain 
of inroads on the tenderness of conscience, or 
the purity of worship ? No. ^Methinks I hear 
both with ecstacy exclaim : " In the use of 
these songs we can cordially unite. They are 
the words of God ; and they are sweet to our 
-ttate." 

But is this* response an illusion of fancy; or 
i » it a reality ? I trust it is the ^deliberate and 
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prtrticdl sentimentiof cccry friend of ike book 
df ;God. Acting ^poa it, in the present in- 
stance, would be attended by the happiest 
consequences* The moretthat christians are 
conversant with thtese songs, the more their 
fulness will be seen ; sod .the more .familiar 
they become with their matfcr, its adaptation 
"to the purposes of sacred praise will more ob- 
viously appear. Why then rend in pieces the 
body < of Christ t Is not the propriety of the 
contrary practice, the ust? of hwwta of human 
composition, doubted by numbers .who ate 
*^erio«siy devout ? la it no^opposed, by not a 
fcu\ in different ecclesiastidal connexions, 
. who, in talent, information, and fidelity, are 
not inferior to the chief of those from whom 
febey differ ? Is tfeere, by such a measure, any 
end to be gained, of .sufficient value, to coun- 
terbalance the loss of one bond of union in the 
family of Christ ?. Let tins be seriously pon- 
dered* 

But granting for a moment that theacjmht- 
sumof hymns. of human structure, instead of 
inspired songs, is, in itself, allowable, this in- 
^uiry, and it is an important one, offers itself 
to our mhids ;* hit expedient F . Let us attend 
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to the fengMagfr' fcf J&mL: 2oJfc* heed % k$pb& 
apty meam this* liberty of yours- become wstunu. 
bUngilook to-tkem that are weak. When ye sin. 
so against the bretArevt and wound their -weak 
conscience, yesm agmwt Ghrjst> He loves hi* 
body., Il&humbJc&t members he regards with, 
kipd affection. Me thaMcmheth them touc^- 
$&the apple ofi hi& eye i 

As friends of Zioa's peace I address yon-on 
this subject. And^ again, I repeat the ques- 
tion: Why, in a matter of doubtful disputa- 
tion, to say the least of it, rend the. church of 
Christ ? Consider, ye friends of godliness, the 
great importance of union in the household of 
faith. Seriously reflect on the fearful conse- 
quences of disunion among those who love 
the Lord, and who ought, t*«th cordiality to 
love one another. To effect this harmony, 
the Father of mercies purposed to shed abroad 
his love in his people's hearts ; to accomplish 
it, the Son of God humbled himself, and be- 
came obedient unto death ; to unite those liv- 
ing stones that compose the building of jner-. 
cy, he shed his precious blood ; to effect the 
same end, he appears, as our intercessor, with- 
in the vail ; his prayer; then, as formerly on 
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earth, is, that those who are given him may it* 
one. In ariswer to his intercessory prayer, , 
and in pursuance of the same design of grace, > 
the Holy Ghost descends into- his church.—- . 
The whole tendency of his* operation; is, to > 
bring the subjects of his* grace into, one ;. not. 
only as - regards their connexion with Jesi£, : 
as their living head ; but also as respects thqk.. 
principles, disposition*, hopes and practice.. 

Among the professed disciples. of. the Re-, 
deemer, <Mversi*y of vievvsj and difference of 
practice do indeed prevail ; but Jet each of 
them be assured, that no just ground of these/ 
proceeds from the Spirit of God. So far as 
they are actuated by him, the disciples of 
Christ, in sentiments and pursuits, are the 
same. He, thot%h acting in different subjects, 
and under different circumstances, is never at 
variance with himself. . This fact, taken in 
connexion with existing animosities, among, 
the avowed friends of religion, affords no flaU, 
tering assurance to the present age,' of a. great 
measure of the Spirit's influence being enjoy- 
ed. I am, indeed, aware that there is much 
talk of union; that schemes are devised, no 
doubt with the best designs, for its extension ; 



an* you IW&ewfee know, that these is reaHy 
zveiy little of it in the church. That there 
should be more is readily confessed. That 
means wore efficient for its attainment mnat 
fee-employ eft^ alt but the most superficial think* 
«r* tito admit- - Too much, we have reason t$ 
fear, is attempted on this subject by one ef- 
fort, and that one not well directed* Under 
(ttoelnftuefrecof a thoughtless impulse* early o- 
pinron«, ancient prejudices, and confirmed ha- 
hit®, may,' for a moment, be forgGjtJet* i but 
that Impulse tmee gone, that moment past, 
they will return in alt theit wonted fcrctf. So 
4ar as contending parties unite on principle, 
and for an unprincipled union, no man of en- 
lightened piety Will plead, it must -be efifeatetf 
by'deliberation, and a precise inspection of th£ 
ground on which they meet* 

Is it not, then, worth while to inquire, how 
far the subject of psalmody, at this day, in our 
country, tends to divide the Church of&od> 
which he has purchased with his cram blood? 
And to whatever extent it may produce .an ef- 
fect so unhappy, should not the most effectu- 
al remedy be speedily applied? Let none say, 
that this is only one point, in which some sec* 
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tlons of the great community of christians dis* 
agree. Though it be but one point, it is a w- 
ry important one. And is riot a single point of 
union, fairly gained, of much consequence ? 
The more numerous the points of contact, in 
principle, and in practice, the more strong is 
the spiritual edifice of the house of God. The 
man who has observed with attention the pro- 
gress of religious contentions, knows well, 
that discord, in a single article, tends to alien- 
ate the minds of the parties at issue, more, up* 
on others, than would otherwise be the case. 
And he knows but little of the principles of 
the human mind, who needs to be informed, 
that concession in one point at issue, prepares 
to mitigate the demands in others that are liti- 
gated, Sfaduid not, as far as proper, in this 
case, the experiment be made ? Should it suc- 
ceed, how noble would be the triumph over 
the unaccommodating, and arrogant spirit of 
jiarty! more worthy of memorial, than those 
victories that are recorded in the blood of thou- 
sands. He that puleth Ac? spirit > is better than 
he tliat taketh a city. 

Adn\it, for a moment, that it is a narrow 
prejudice which makes spme more than hesk 



tele to use, iti solemn acts of worship, a hymn 
of human composure ; still it must be granted,' 
that their preference of a scripture song, is not 
marked by what deserves the name of crime. 
It corrupts no ordinance of God. You, m-i 
4eed, may not perceive any just cause for our 
scrupulosity ; but you can have no objection 
to join in our devotions. W^ have, however;, 
objections against uniting in yours ; objections 
which a high handed practice is not calculated 
to obviate, in a manner which reflecting chris- 
tians can approve. . . . 

In moments of devout reflection, the man 
of piety will approve of that course, which, on 
proper ground, most effectually tends to unite 
the followers of the Lamb. Whatever, in 
his conduct, has a contrary tendency, will, 
one day, call up the; bitterest regret.— 
Why, then, in the use of a. freedom, if such 
it be, certainly not necessary, tqr your spi- 
ritual growth, banish from our solemn assem- 
blies, any who loves the Redeemer's name ? 
Or, if the re, why impose on him the hard alter- 
native, of wounding his own mind, pr of keep- 
ing silence, in this interesting part of social 
devotion. This would be, with a witness, to 



destroy t)ie harmony of Zkm* Bother let m 
endeavor to keepthm unify vfthe spirit in the 
bond of pence* If the exclusion of raodetfc 
hymns, jond the restoration of inspired song, 
be the price of union, among any of the friend* 
of die Redeemer, let that price .without deky> 
be given. I plead for this, as one important 
Step toWard a permanent accommodation of 
differences, among the christians of our couft* 

* 

- Wjll. ysem, .then, can you, ye frieuds of eon; 
cord, refuse this ? While in the name of God 
youtptend for union, while you adduce from 
the gospel page, and urge with an eloquence, 
almost more than human, those holy motives t 
60 well adapted to soothe to repose every tor* 
bule at emotion of the niind, and tt> enlist all 
*he better affection* of the heart upon your 
*ide> «&** you* with all these accents of peace 
On .ywr lips, refuse this offer ? Will you, hi 
place thereof* professedly light a torch at ths 
sacred fire of the akar of God, aad,canyingit 

- * E*« 4 3. Is «#»t drfsKartptwe fteqoendy tttfsimAtrstOcxi 
and incorrectly applied ? Unity **& peace are chimed ovet ■without 
regardtnfc rtitir chatatterfetic*. •• By the **ity if the tfAttt, we 
s»t to yndfct stand not only a spiritual unity, but also a unity 
of sentiments, deshr«,arid affections, such aft is *** xh Y™>*™ 
»pring»from the Spirit of G«d w .. C *jf* 

Union in falsehoods add contradictions, is not intended by 

the apostle. 
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in your hand^ kindle in his temple ^^tructive 
flame? will you kindle a flam^^hich con- 
sumes the bonds of peace, oflove, and all that 
is cheering to the heart, leaving to the view the 
cheerless prospect of desolations ? For, when 
* angry passions take the place of holy zeal, con- 
fusion that of order, or form that of life, Ich- 
abod, the glory is departed, may be inscribed 
on the doors of our sanctuaries. That an un« 
accommodating spirit, productiveof such con- 
sequences, prevails at this day, I cannot easily 
persuade myself to believe. I shall therefore 
continue to hope, that no measure consistent 
with the purity and order of the church, shall 
be left untried, to accelerate among her sons, 
a happy unanimity, A brief review of opin- 
ions and practices, ancient and modern, on the 
subject of psalmody, may be interesting to 
some, and, it is believed, will be subservient 
to the proposed end, uniformity in this part of 
sacred worship, arid an approximation towards 
that oneness, so desirable in the church of God. 
This oneness, it is too well known, cannot 
now be found. In purity, in consistency, in firm- 
ness, and in elevation of character, the church- 
es, generally, for more than a hundred and fifty 
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years pas^kvebeen losing grotihd. *1Vb6 
more than Anvinced of this unptea&afitiact, 

. the mind has ohly to glance at their histoty. 

jL They are broker! into ^fragments. And e*ett 
in those sections that profess union, the cohe> 
siv^principle acts with a feeble influence on " v 
their -rogstituent parts. Their principles, their 
forms and matter of worship, are discordant? 
This is remarkably the case, in that interesting 
service, which, of allotherson earth, most re- 
sembles the employ ment of tfht>se. perfect spi- 
rits who, in unisoa, strike the harp of glory be- 
fore the throne of God. Cast your eyes over 
the several chufches \ listen to their song : It , 
is the confusion of Babel. What thoughtful 
christian has not felt and deplored this evil? 
Amidstall this accumulation of modern hymns, 
under which our presses and our shelves are 
groaning, and the public mind confounded, no 
' rallying point can be found, where the redeem- 
ed of the Lord may unite in public praise.— 
But the thought is painful ; let it, at present, 
be no further pursued. 

It is, nevertheless, a cheering reflectjpri that 
the articles of faith, on which the sections of 
'the spiritual empire of our Lord, most remote. * 
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ftwn«ach-«h«r^ agree, are «rjr tugmeom'aiid 
very important; a*id in the prosperity qf iti^jt 
e«*plr<ei>f which they are /d&w cHizem, they 
fea ve a common interest. 'That thera are jart 
iwg views among them, on a few. Wlkportant 
" points, is matter of poignant sorrow ; fcuy ia 
tfeelr number, tliece is no mind so pervsrtejci, 
as to rejoice in the division^ of Zion ; no heart 
so hard, as not to relent at the signs, . of aUew? 
ted affections among fc$r sons. Defective in 
duty is he also esteemed, m&o, in his proper 
<pface, attempts not to heal tjiose wounds, ai^i 
to harmomze'those affection*. Success j# such 
an under taking is not hopeless. ■ These relen*- 
kigs, these numerous and important points of 
agreement, the -commoo. interest jof paints in 
•the progress of % truth and piece, give assurance 
-ofan iiltafuHte triumpd^ -. 
- -Let wot, then, the iafVkl rcjoiw *ia $)& \j#- 
happy discords. i He a$d hi.4 c^mp^niona, top, 
have their wterB s ; acd>titf# .uMkwteiih tfcio -sp- 
oilt a i toast,; The;*>ta pf J?iw are#if#ds Jo 
;tn»th$ dii^Irenof the toiat^n^, they touch 
irigi #-eedom ^ach.olheta'-iiwtiikef, t^ey re- 
prove with ah affectionate h$ft&* &4 Me $$ 
brethren stSH. : Itey rtyfeU^wtfterSUigfl Jfce .worth 
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of that continent, which is couched under a 
manly appeal to consistency on a point at is* 
sue* ^Differences can never be removed un- 
less they occupy a share of thought, and find 
a placJfc free and meek discussion. Discus- 
sion, to riseabo Ye chicanery, must be plain ; to ' 
be useful, it must be meek. The result of an 
opinion is npt always seen by its advocate, and 
when disavowed, though it belong to his sys- 
tem, should not be impu ted-to the man. And, 
for that liberality, which > under the shield of 
venerated names, would save from exposure, 
sentiments or practices of evil tendency, I 
know you are not the advocates. . 

Regardless, then r erf the charge, of bigotry, 
a vulgar term, ill Refined, and successively 
, applied to all on this side the mansions of ab- 
solute skepticism, and from which I shall be 
freed by your award ; as well as from the im- 
putation of violating the. laws of charity, a* 
lovely term and lovelier grace, a term, howev- 
er, which, from lack of knowledge of its im- 
port, is often pressed into many an unholy 
seryiee, uncongenial with its nature, I prctceed 
in my discussion, after adverting to an idea, 
a mistaken idea indeed, but one which in some 



clrck» is ysod, wiihdotTWf addt«ae r «w^D9t 
witfcoui effect. . It kf this ; : that the regard 
shown tothe aubidtt advocated ia these sheets, 
i» a prejudice, orj^natiag in ^weignr attach- 
nievto, aiid is fosterfcd by ttantathn «|a^tial? 
hies. Yon, bifetfnreivkiiow thjs to be a mis? 
take, a»d AMDgk.yattil.m9; be well to coi> 
feet it. * 

To s*y r mdeed, that jroj* and I A) nfc* cher- 
feh, with kmdl respect, the memory of Ae Cak 
vins and tKe. .Betas* of Ae. LuA#ra &?*4 the, 
MelaneAdns, ofcpmintenteVEdfje^v woaWbfc? 
\nry iuigratefiilafc:tation*; Til disavow? 4 vfcn* 
etaitioo for the Wicklififcs, the Kftoxes, Such* 
annates, Wishsearts, Cfanmers, Ruthcrfbrds, 
Rehwkfcj, and Owens of Great BHtatnj trould 
Ipe to falsify some of the best affections of out 
hearts. And as long as the union of pre-eni* 
ioent talent wiA piety of the fifr&t t>rder, shall 
be venerable in the estimate of man, so fang 
shall, homage be rendered to the Westminster 
divines, their memory bfe kindly cherished and 
tbtit laborsduly prised. . And, notwithstand* 
ing, Ac slander and Ae irtfamy, v&uckmvtiw 
gracious policy has attached to the> Emerald 
Isle, oar hearts refuse tor disregard the memo* 




iy and tbe works of her Ushers, kid herBoylcs, 
ttet Berkleys, her Lelands and Magees* But 
Still we demand credit for oiir; tendehest aflFecr 
tions being cisatlantic ; and certainly, so far. 
as we flPe national partiality, it is bf Ameri- 
can growth. While We would duly estimate 
foreign genius; literature, and piety, and gi* e. 
them credit for oar drafts upon their stores, it 
is not with less heart that we recognize the lu- 
minaries of America. *Xt is with a just pride 
we can boast our Mathers and our Edwardses, 
with a constellation of others, whose beams ndt 
only dissipate the gloom of ©ur wilderness, 
but add to the splendor of European light: 
Yet still our faith, and our devotions must not 
be subjected to any, nor to all of these ; be* 
fore the Authority of heaven, and of that alone, 
in matters of religion, arc we permitted to bow. 
But after all, it is hard to see how the pre- 
ference of Psalms, given by the inspiration of 
God, to the productions of an English poet, 
can be, even apparently \ placed to the account 
of foreign partiality. Let the idea of a local 
religion, whether European or American be 
far from our minds. The religion of the Bi- 
ble is adapted to every province of Gbd's em* 

H 
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pirein this world. Instead,, thftij ef;4;nm ? 
canizing religion, as some idly talk, accom- 
modating its substance and its forms, to every 
impulse of popular prejudice, let it be our 
care and* our endeavor, in our respecriye de- 
partments, that the national character be 
stamped with the image of the lively oraclea' 
of the God of truth; 

.Trusting, brethren, that among 4kc very 
numerous and greatly important objects which 
solicit your attention, and occupy yoiir time, 
some interval of leisure and of seriousness will 
permit the subject of these letters to come be* 
fore you ; and when such a season shall oc- 
cur, not to these letters, for that is not hoped, 
but to their subject, do I beg your respectful 
altention- And whatever jnay be the conse- 
quence of your ifKjuiry, we know, that, on this 
point, no discrepant opinion shall be permit* 
ted to break in upon the charities of social life. 
Those charities we feel, and their exercise is 
enjoined by our blessed religion. This Exer- 
cise, while we deplore sentiments of unhappy 
tendency, and condemn, practice^ which we 
cannot approve, teaches us to admit the evi- 
dence of motives that mitigate their crifninali- 
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ANCIENT HISTORY QF P$Ak&fOJ>Y* 

Jfrmtrfcoi* Ckaswier if Ike a&* if ike Fetter* fat* 
.*" ta f * historical statements. . True history of Psalmody 
' in the early .ages. JHiny. TkrtmHian. Jttsfac. CynL 
, ,jg*sipn% Cession. Chrysostm* Jfiostotic Comti- 
tutions. Remark*. 
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Dear Brethren* , ... 

WHEN engaged in the field of control 
versy* .every weapon that seems to promise aid 
in bringing the contest top successful issue, 
is grasped with eagerness by. the contending 
parties. Hence, in matters of public dispute, 
the combatants are disposed to magnify the 
numbers that give countenance to their cause ; 
forgetting that c < the wordofGodisourallsuf T 
ficient rule, and not the sentiments of any num- 
Jber of fallible men : so that in fact they have 
sometimes been found right, who have seemed 
not onlv to have all the world, but almost all the 
church against them"* 

• Dr. Scott, # 
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/ ;|n ifi»*Mrs j@f . dispitfe, the amiq^y tf an 

fpjguPP prj>«ctk& ij* frequently dfcWied Qf 
weight, i# CfiPfJm^g » * PP? design,-* 
The wi^do^f $iicient timq^must bexevered. 
Jjk the concerns : ctf reUgjw,,tjbex£ is„jvith s^me, 
.a c^^iaaatiquity not easily brdke^p. With 
^caentussgewe a^re prone to .aspocjpte the.iqfal- 
Ji£il*ty v of the apostolic : «gc, and, gratuitously/ 
decBiahe fathers of a distant tim^mo^piaus, 
as well as better acquainted with the practice 
.which yifrs regulated by inspiration, than the ' 
. n>^n of moflern days. I shall detract nothing 
rirom that reputation .which the days of the Fath- 
erscan justly claim. It will, however, be found 
with many of the ancients, what is true of not 
a few pf our modern friends :_,as our acquain- 
tance advances, our. veneration diminishes. 

The truth is, fifty years, after, the death of 
the apostles, had scarcely passed by, when the 
church they had planted with so much purity, 
and fostered with so much care, exhibited an 
aspect very different from what it did before. 
The historian Hegeaippus,of the second centu- 
ry, pronounced the virgin purity of the church 
to have been confined to the apostolic age.— 
Jerome, of the fourth century, testifies, that 
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" the primitive churches were tainted with 
-gross errors, even while the apostles were alive, 
^and the Savior's blood yet warm in Judea. M In 
the following periods the depravity increased ; 
their picture is drawn in dark colors. " There 
was no charity in works, no discipline in man- 
ners." The practice of such periods can go 
but a little way, in settling controversies re- 
specting divine institutions. For satisfaction , 
as to the appointments of God, we must rest, 
not on the practice of the Fathers, but on the 
dictates of inspired truth. Keeping this In re- 
collectbin,it may, nevertheless, be interesting to 
ascertain their modes and matter of worship. 
And, as a pompous and, at first sight, imposing 
display of research into the ancient practice of 
the church, on the sifbject of Psalmody, has 
been made, by some of those, who treat w ith 
little decorum certaih parts of the word of God, 
... it may not be inexpedient to inquire, how far 
their representation of that practice is entitled 
to our confidence. 

* The Rev'd Dr. James Latta> late of Chesnut 
Level, Pennsylvania, appeared as the. chief 
champion, in the latter part of the last century, 
for a new system of sacred songs, and also 
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the most confident enemy of the scripture; 
Psalms. Some copyists of the doctor, such 
as Messrs, Freeman and Baird y of inferior t 
standing in the Presbyterian church, have since 
appeared in the same cause. As these lag be-, 
hind their original, in every thing but in viru- 
lence against the inspired songs of Zion ; they; 
shall now occupy but little of our time ; our 
attention shall chiefly be directed to the con- 
elusions of Dr. Latta. 

The results of his historical investigation 
may be reduced to two positions : First, that 
evangelical hymns, of human composition, 
constituted the whole matter of the Church's 
Psalmody for the first three centuries. And,, 
secondly. That the Book of Psalms was not 
introduced into the Christian Church, as the 
matter of her praise, tjll.error and heresy, to 
which it was subservierit^boldly attempted, in , 
the fourth century, to veil the divtae-gteftefr^f^ 
the Redeemer.* 

But how does this author, and his succes- 
sors in the same work, substantiate these posi- 
tions ? The first historical proof is drawn from 
Pliny's letter to Trajan, in which the emperor 

* I*Ua's Discount, pp. 76—78. Ed. 4. 
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is informed, among other things, that the chris- 
tians, assembled oh a certain day, "sung rf 
hymn tb Christ as to G6&"* Now, if not di£v 
posed to play upon mere words> virouldnoter- 
ery man of common sense perceive, mat, if 
those christians sung thfc forty fifth psaltfl, 
they must literally have addressed Christ as 
God. Compare verses 1 — 9, with Hcb. I, 8. 
9. and this will be evident— Or, had they sung 
a portion of the 102 psalm, wouldit not have 
Been a song to Christ as to God t I do not 
know what our modern hymnologists woukf 
think of these ; but certain I am, the Apostle 
Paul did believe them, as well as many others, 
to be odes to Christ. The reader of the first 
gtid second chapters of the epistle to the He- 
brews will, tob, be satisfied of this, f The oti." 
ly gFound of quibbte is cm the term hymn y thd 

., ^ JP^JHTi the younger* was bom at Qomo in Italy # A. D,« 
x *& ue dm A D. 1*3. He was proconsul, in Bythinia.wr? 
der Trajan the Roman emperor, and was for a time engaged 
in carrying into effect the. imperial edict! against the christians. 
UU correspondence en the subject, with the emperor, took place 
in A. t>. 103 He !• celebrated as a fine writer, and eloquent 
lawyer. His testimonial of the christian character, being that 
of an enemy, is worth a great deal. 

f The fact is remarkable, that the apostle, In conducting Iris 
argument in f»w of the persona) glories and mediatorial exal- 
tation of Messiah, against the false views of his country rtaen^ 
illustrates and conarms it by the authority of the Book of 
Fialrns. In every d& of that sacred cdllecTioh, td whicfc he 
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usual version tA carmen, which is the word 
used by Plifty. Now the veriest novice in. 
the Latin language knows, that carmen \i a 
word of general signification, applicable to any 
pontic, and even to prosaic composition.* This! 
k Ihe reasoning of these gentlemen : Pliny 
says, the christians of his day surig, or rehear-? 
&&> {dicer e) a poetic composition to Christ, as 
ttt'Ood; therefore they did not sing the scrip- 
ture sofigs* but hymns of human composure I 
What 6hrM, that has been taught to read the 
bible, and is instructed in the rudiments of 
Christianity, would not reason better than such 
doctors? He could say , if they sung the 45, 
47, 68, && psalms, and why might they not 
h&Vfc sung them ? they wtarW have sung to 
Christ as to GrxL ' The christians of that age 
were not ignorant of this : Ir*n<eH$> who wa» 
instructed by a dte^tfJfc of the apostle John> in 

turned, he found the Son of God, the Savior of man, dispensing 
tteeblesatngt of his fcirigdofti. if the Spirit of God taught an 
apostle to and his Redeem** there, by what spirit arc they in* 
strutted, who say, he is not to be found in those Psalms, and 
their use is not honorable to his cause » *• it deprives l$im of 
sHviae honor*' || ? Believe not ewry tpfrit. 

H Latta's Disc. p. 77. 

* CarffM»~« Any set form of word*, whether in pros* or 
verse, as, JLex bonmuU carmiui* trot* l*tv. 1. 26V Admn. 
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proving the deity of Jesus Christ, urged the 
testimony of the forty fifth psalm,* . 
. The doctor next has recourse to the deduct 
tions of Basnage from Tertuitianrf who flour* 
khed in the second century. Let us hear the 
testimony of this father? It is this, that it was 
the practice, in certain companies, for individ- 
uals to be called forth in the midst of them, to 
praise God, in songs, either from the scripture*) 
or of their own composition. You will re«? 
mark, that TertuUiaa is hot speaking of the or- 
dinary, united singing in the church, as a sta- 
ted institution of God; but of a particular 
practice, in some places, attended to by indi* 
fiduals — Qtosyue provocatur in' medium-— A- 
gain, these individuals, according to their re4 
spective 'talent, drew their songs, either from 
the sacred writings > or -their ow» resources—* 
Dc scripturis Sanctis, vcl propria ingenio.% i 

• Mitoer. 

f TertuINan flourished toward the clot* of the second, and 
beginning of the third centuries. He was a native of Carthage* 
educated a lawyer , and ultimately adistiaguishied presbyter. He) 
wai a man of distinguished talentSi hot of severe manners— in* 
clined to superstition. He. was the chief Latin writer of the 
second century, in the cause of Christianity. : - « 

J Si ^onesta fcausa est convivii, reliquum ordinem discipline 
sr vlmate qui lit, de religidhia officio. Nihil vilitatis, nihH fm- 
modesti* adrrrittit. Non-prios diicumbttor,- qoffm otfttlo «i 
Deum ptaeguatetur. Editur quantum csoricutcs cupiunt : bibi- 
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Let us now see the spirit of this reasoning* 
TurtuUiao relates the practice of eertain indk 
viduals, as allowed by some meetings for so- 
cial entertainment; therefore, Tertuiifen re- 
fates an ordinance of God, for die stated and 
united worship of his people ! for, if notsta-> ' 
ted public worship, it makes nothing, for hiim 
And, again, because those individuals, on those 
occasions, drew their songs, either from the 
scriptures or their owa ingenuity ; therefore^ 
scripture songs were not then in use ;. but 
hymns of human composition alone/ Such 
are the premises, and such are the conclusions* 
. He. next introduces Origen, a contempora- 

. ry of Tertullian, exhorting the people to strive 
by their hymns, >by their psalms, by their spirit, 
ml songs, that they might obtain the victory 
through our Lord Jesus Christ^ And then, 

. in correspondence with his usual laws of lo- 
gic, concludes, that hymns of human composition 
were used, in the Psalmody of the Church, in 
the days of that Father, to the exclusion of the 

lor quantum podicis est miler Ka saturamur, m qui memine- 
tint etiam per noct«madorandt>m Deumsifci ette. ItafatmUn- 
iur, ut qui aciant Dominum audire post aquam manualem et la- 
mina, ttiquttqae dc scriptuyii Sanctis vd de proprio i»ge?iio pa- 
^ r » pwocamr w ratfaim DeQcaocre— TcrtuLApoL Opera. 




book of psahns. This was Dn Latta's hypo- 
thesis, and at *U hazards he would argue for to* 
In this he is followed very closely by his copy* 
ists. Origert obviously alludes to the apostol- 
ic language, Got.. 3, W. Is it too much to 
defoftnd of ow* fticfnds who reason thus, some 
proof of the existence and public use, in the 
age of the apcfette$,of such hymns as they eoi* 
tend for ? Of this, which should first be set- 
tied, it seems they never think* 

When he meets with the fathers- <*f the 
fourth centtny, he succeeds no tetter. Yef 
he mites without foar, and sets at defiance the 
legitimate laws of fdasomtlg; He find* in 
RvsxBitts, that hymnrhad been wrkteA at the 
beginning, in honor of Christ, and thetv vcrjr 
iogicaUy fttfers, that&ofcgs of human eotnpftsir 
tiori wait ttfehwoefy usfid in the Church of 
God, It is a& argurtodt of the stole character 
with the ftUewfeg : the friends Of the refor> 
rtatkm^ to the sixteenth century, composed s* 
Cjtcd songs in behalf of truths which were prk 
vately read and sung, for the instruction of the 
people;* therefore the reformation churches 1 , 
in their public worship, suug noting but such 

• MVSrie'i Knix, p. 4tf* 7 " . . *' 
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composition* l^Wfe*^a*c*B^wybadJ 
to be sure, bw it i^the* reascflfegof Dn Lot.' 

A similar argiflfitfntj with oo Rttle parade;* 
is drawn fhirii the* eastf-of Patduwof ftemmto^ 
at Amioetk. ThaPh<fre<iohad a6oli3htd-t*>eu*e; 
6f the psalms which wctfS stingrfftere tatheglov 
ry of-Christ, whos* Gedhead. he denied, and? 
appointed hymtfa-tie. I* publicly stmg m his* 
dWn praise. Fot» these impieties he was de- 
graded from the- saered>office* These are A* 
naked &»&.> and what* think- you, is the infe- 
rence from them ? That the church used, ex- 
olusivefy, hymas of human composkioiv! -But 
fthypurSue the subject? Such reasoning rises 
not tothe dignity of a sophism. Such pervert 
sbns of historical record} only fend to shake 
our conaddflce m human testimony . Should 
such reasoning be admitted, as legitimate, hi 
cw courts of justice, who would not tremble 
for the safety of IBs person and rights ? 
For other reasons than the safety of their lite- 
rary fame, it tstrostedi that these productions of 
lMtta> Freeman, and Baird, wel-e the hasty ef- 
fusions of the rashness of youth, and thought* 
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less driyellings of dotage, rather than the ma- 
tured conclusions of manly minds. 

Bat how do these writers succeed in establish- 
ing the position, that the book of psalms had 
no place in the public worship of the church, 
till under the influence of heresy, in the fourth 
century, it obtained an introduction? Read 
their pages. The only proof offered is, the 
assertion, that human composures, exclusively, 
were used ; and this assertion is supported by 
such reasoning as we have heard. If a beg- 
ging of the question, followed up by confident 
assertion, and very loose declamation, be ad*, 
mitted as proof, then, but not otherwise, have 
they established the point. Let us now, very 
briefly, attend to a true and plain statement of 
facts on this subject. 

Of the practice in ( fhe apostolic age there 
can be little doubt. The Savior, while yet 
with his disciples, set them an example from 
which they were not likely to depart — The hil* 
lei was sung by him and them. The prose- 
ly tes from the house of Israel, usually consti- 
tuted the nucleus of every church. This the 
Acts of the Apostles abundantly prove. These 
Converts were peculiarly attached to their an- 
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cjent forays, and to the sacred books which 
were so familiar to their minds. Had it been 
proposed, to exclude, their inspired songs from 
their assemblies, and to substitute others of 
human device in their place, the whole church 
would have been convulsed. On this point, 
however, there was no dispute between thi 
Jewish and the Gentile christian. The sing, 
ingof the inspired songs of Zion constituted 
ho part of the yoke of bondage. In the ex. 
pressons of their holy joy, they were com- 
manded to «• sing psalms." The uniforms*, 
fence on this subject, the calm in the church 
respecting it, is proof,, that all united in the use 
of scripture songs. The appeals of the Son 
of God himself, to the book of psalms, in proof 
of his glory, was too recent to be forgotten— 
the very frequent appeals of his Apostles to 
these holy hymns, in exhibition of his charac- 
ter, too deeply impressed his church, to per- 
mit any dispute upon the point. It was not 
then known, that their use « Battened devotion 
^-madc worship dull— darkened the views of 
God the Savior, and tended to make heresy 
triumphant" No, no ; the book of Psalms 
was then understood, and- its power was felt 
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% Jfae efaitoth. Ail Out imsMpr wmrtfj!) . 

opposition to this is idkrWitr rPFmtt&9ttfr» 

ang, but tb*t profound; igMft^^ 
disregard of the Bible ajfrteip, goisemri Jig 
l>cns of the writers* if there, ivwe ©iherrthao 
inspired songs used in, *be Psalmody 4a£/*)$ 
Church 9 during that age, let some, of Ahesubfe 
produced, or indubitable evidence of their •ex- 
istence, be .made appear. Th^has nQt yet 
been done. > 

With the first century < the last of the apos^ 
lies died* The church, in the second ^age/ 
was less pure than in the former. Whattvais 
her practice, hs to psalmody, in the second cen- 
tury ? She u^ed tsongs of human composition, 
exclusively, say the patrons of innovation.-^ 
JWe have seen a sample- of their proof. Lot 
us, however, inquire for ourselves. Whatev- 
er w*s the apostolic practice, was. most likely 
to be that of the orthodox, in the period of 
-which we speak. Pliny's letter assures us, that 
psalmody was a, part of stated.public worship. 
His expression intimates, that their moflfew 
that of the Jews— dtar<? sccutn invicern—ti) 
sing qlttmutflt/. The remarks before made 
willkadjus to see, that, if the Bythiniancbris- 
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tiara brought in the anient *fe*, theamteirt 
•inspired ^^ was much mose likely la be m* 
ttfacd. That *ong recognised Christ a* God. 
fcenfctts, after the example of Paul, defended 
tfce divinity of JeM^ by the forty fifth Psalm. 
According^ the same, and other examples no 
fosshigh, he could have aligned the same pgjnt 
from many more ; that*th£ songs, then, which 
they used, were those found in. the book of, 
God r is an assumption better supported, than 
Jhe hypothesi* of those who .take the othet 
side. ,! ■' 

J Tertuitiaft intimates, that Psalmody was $. 
part of the ordinary wotship of the church in 
his day. He expressly mentions the fact, that 
in th£ African church, the 133 psalm was uni- 
formly uaed,*t the administration of the Lord's 
Supper. Nor does he compliment those who 
only used it at that solemnity** It would be a 
hovel mode of reasomog^ to conclude fr^m 
this, that none other of the p«t$m$ were sung 
at the sacramental solemnity, and nol^ss arbi- 
trary to assert, that none other of that sacred 
collection, wassung by the church. We, here, 

• Hoc tu pfaltat non fccile nttti, wM «p» tti»i*re cu» oom- 
^feritaianat* ' . . . ttrtW, de fijim. Of 55% 
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have proof, that on Ac most soittiim octeskm 
of the church's service, the jbook of psalms was. 
employed in the second otntary ; and why art 
on common occasions? . WeJuve not proof 
that, in the stated worship, of the church, apy 
other collection was used, or divinely, author* 

*&' To assertit ' is aottoact thepart of an 
enlightened instructor. . 

. We now approach the third century, j The 
state of the church was not better in this, than 
in the Jast age. The testimony of history fur- 
nishes little light on the practice of this periodf 
as it respects psalmody. This is ithe less tp be 
regretted, as wc-must, after aU, have recourse 
to a more sure word of prophecy* Irenaeqs, 
TertulKari,and others,of the preceding pentury^ 
flourished in the beginning of this. The prac- 
tice of che last, for aught that appear? to thf 
contrary, was the practice of this. , 

■ Of th£ praeitce df the fourth cen,Uiry \vq 
know more. Its writers were more gtjintroujj 
arid more reputable, than those of the third.— 
Jerome, of Palestine, ** whose legraedpnd zeal* 
ous labors will hand down," says Mqshcip^ 
>' hta/iame with honor to the latest posterity ;" 
iciforjis.us, that the thirty first, and forty fifth 



psalms, wtfffe sudgM the administration of the 
Lord's shpper; as was the 133 psalm, in 
the second century, according to TcrtuHian. 
In this Jerome is supported by Cyril % of Jeru- 
salem, his contemporary,* Augustine, who in 
talent and piety, was not surpassed by any in 
his age, testifies to the use of ' the? boq||pf . 
Psalms, in the Psalmod)%f4he church. It 
was used by himself in his own church ; and, . 
as a thing in course, orrone occasion, he men* 
^ions the sf nging of the 65 psalm, f T-H&t this 
father, who was deeply versed in the experi- 
ence of vital godliness, did not think that these 
songs tended., ** to Batten devotion," appears 
from his Confessions. It is remarkable how 
those pathetic addresses are replenished with 
the language of the book of Psalms. With 
pleasure did he remember how, in early lire, 
God taught him, by that unequalled system of 
experimental godliness which it unfolds. " | 
read/' says he, rt with pleasure the Psalms of 
DaVid^-The hymns* and songs of ttar church 
moved my soul intensely ; Ay tnath was dis- 
tilled by them into my heart ; the flame of pie* 
ty was kindled, and my*ear& flbwed for joy."} 

♦ Catech. f Scrm. 10. t Qonf. B. 9. ' * 



These hymns tod song*, as appears from the 
following book, were no other than those of 
the book of Psalms* He relates now, what 
took place at Milan* tftider the ministry of 
Ambrose, where" he says — u This practice trf 
staging had been of no long standing. It be* 
gpgpbont the year when Justina persecuted 
Ambrose. w * Iti#to this Mosheim adverts, 
When he, incorrectly, states that David's 
Psalms were introduced among the hymns of 
the church.f Before this*time there was no 
Psalmody in the west. Again, when Angus* 
title sneaks of the effects of sacred music, he 
owns 't that die infirmity of nature may be as* 
listed in devotion by Psalmody— When I re- 
Member my tears of a&ction, at my conver- 
sldfi under the melody of thy church, with 
Which' I em stHtf affiled, I acknowledge the 
\ttHfty of the custom/' Thie&e Psalms he was 
prepared to vindicate against their revtfers, as 
VU as tqf use them inhjs church. (< One H). 
frr*;* say s. he, -*Uopk every opportunity of 
loading with ma&ciqus: censures the custom— - 
that%*»w JHm Ih? Book of Psalms, should 
t>e sung at the altar . -In obedience to the com^ 

• Milne*. - ~ f M»l.I. 3S1 . . . '._ • 



autnd* of my btetlitwi, I answered him.''*--'- 
•* Tbe Donatists, too," a fieey wet of enthusi- 
asts, " reproached the orUjod©x,**:as the same 
venerable fother informs us,f " because they 
«ul% with sobriety the . divide songs of the 
prophets, while they (the Pooamts) interned 
their minds with the poeticeflislobs of hugm 
gepiiis." His estimate of this book may be 
learnedfrom the feet, that, in his last skknew, 
he had David V penitential Psalms inscribed 
upon the wall of his chambcr4 - 

and suffering witness fer orthodoxy, employed 
tjie Psalms of David in his cfeurch. For tins 
we ha? e the testimony af Augustine. When 
ipeakingof the abuse of sacred music, h^adds* 
— u Sometimes I couW with all the «t?forfy of 
David's Psalms were removed from my ears 
N and those of the church, and think it safer to 
imitate the plan of Athanasius, bishop of Al- 
exandria, who directed a method of repeating 
the Psalms, more resembling, pronunciation 
than music.' 1 1| 

That Ambrose used the book of Psalms is 
proved by the same £stireK>qjr. He was, him- 

• S* Calv. Inst. B. 3, Chap 20. f fyi"* Ift. Tsto. 2. 
t HUocr. UConf. B. 10. 



self, fW a tiiw, a au^l^r ^ 
Ian. Thcnoc it spread iato all the chui^hote of 
the west " The people* says the historian 
were much delighted,- their: zeal for the doe* 
trine of the Trinity was inflatftfd/' &e* r 5^fe&; 
uni verity of the practice is evincecj ^y tha 
testimony of: Jerome, already naeetionod.— 
"You could not," be says, " go into the fields 
but you might hear the ploughman at his hah 
lelujahv. arid, the viae dresser , chanting the 
psalms of Davi$." ..<. ' : . ;, , ;;. * ; 
In the ap9st9Uc Cj5nstitutU»is* we learn U^t 
iC the wpgnien, the ^dren, and humblest me- 
cton^s v couldrep^at^l the Psalms of David; 
they charted them at home. and abroad; thejr 
made them the exercises of their piety arid the 
i^f$hi|ientorU¥:irjTOods. Thus they had 
answers ready to oppose temptation, and were 
aiw^y$ prepared to pray to God, and to praise 
hjjfO, iu my circumstance, in a form of his awn 




inthtmvf\ , 



# Lib 2. C. ST. Tlte collection of regulations, known under 
the name of the " Apostolical Constitutions/' nude ft* appear* 
ance in the fourth century. Though we may justly dispute its 
Apostolical origin, it may be admitted of sattcieht authority, 
as far as it indicates the customs of the third, and following, 
century. We sec hiteftUmoiiy respecting the vat cf the 
bwk of psalms. - „ 

4. 



TW testimony of C^*#ft*vth* eloquent 
patriarch of Constantinople, who flourished ia 
this age, is full in point. He was no enemy to 
the Godhead -of Christ. ' He ranked high a^ 
moog the orthodox divines of his day. - * All 
christians;" says this first of sacffed Orators,* r 
'* all christian* employ themselves in David's; 
Psalms more frequently ttata in any other part' 
of the old oritewtemmehf. Thegraceofthe 
Holy ©host hmh so ordered it, that they should 
be recited and sung night and- day. : In the 
Church's vigils, the- first, the* midst; the last/ 
are David's Psalms. In the morning Dtfvid's 
Psalms arc sought far $ and David is the first^ 
the midst, and ttie last- At funeral solemn^ 
lies, the first, the midst/ and the last, rs David: 
Many who know not a letter can iay David* s 
Psalms by heart. , ' In private houses where the 
virgins spin^ia; the monastries~iri /the de* 
serts, where men converse with God, the first, 
the midst, arid the last is David. Inthemght* 
when men are asleep, he wakes them up to 
sing ; and £otkctmg the servants of Godinto* 
•ngelic Iroopfc, turns e^rth into heaven; and of 
men makps angels, chanting Davidfc Psalms.'* 

* Hoift. 6. on penitence. .- ~ • : : » 



- Whatever may be the reputation of Cferfen, 
as to literary attainments,hi8 testimony, in mat- 
ters of fact* is not liable to exception* Hd 
wrote in the fifth odntury. In vindicating the 
religious order, with which he wis connected* 
he observes* — " the elder* have not changed 
the ancient eastern of singing psalms. The 
devotkms are performed in the same erdef as 
formerly.— The hymn* which it had been the 
Custom to sing at the cldse of the tiigbt Vigils^ 
namely, the 50th, 624, 89th„ M8th &c, pmbm, 
are the same %m« which are sung at this 
4ay.» Could tie singing of the boofr of 
psalms, had ft beert a novel practice, at that 
time, have been called an ancient custotn ?— • 
Why conclude, when the term hymn is found \ 
ki the writings of the Fathers, that a song c£ 
human inditing is intended, when we find 
that tiie psalms of scripture, are by them <k* 
(tominated hymns ? But of this anon* 

One word more respecting the intr6duetio*> 
of the book of psalms^into the christian chorcta 
The author, whose now seguiturs fill so many 
pages, roundly asserts, that it had no place 
there, in the first thrpe centuries •, and, that, uhk 

•Ltk*C,S. 
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def Aran influetfce, it was introduced and 
supported, in the fourth and following: cental 
rie* These round and unfounded assertions, 
are roundly contradicted hy (he testimony of 
Tertiillian, of Jerome* of Cyril, of Augustine, 
of Chrysostom, of Gassian, and of the Apos- 
tolic constitutions. According to aU of these, 
the sort gs of scripture, from the beginning^ 
wefe employed in the psalmody of the church ; 
hor does it appear, that, at any time, the Arii 
ans were the friends, either of their introduc- 
tion, or of th«r continuance. That Paulas, at 
Antioch, had hymibs sung in his own praise,' 
is admitted ; smd, that, in other places, the or.* 
thodox and the Arians separated in singing 
the psalms, because the latter would have odes 
Conformable to their heresy, is r fully known. 
But as I atn aware of no inspired psalm, 
that is conformable to the denial of the Sa^ 
ior*s deity, I presume they sought their hjrmni 
from some other source than the book ©f 
Psalms. Tell ws, what inspired psalm was 
suitable to the praise of Paulus, and to the ce- 
lebration of his heresy. '*'.-- 

But were not thel psalms of David first 
brought into use, in the christian church, by 



Blavran and Diodore, at Antiodi? ^SbDr. 
Latta and his coadjutors affirmed ; but With 

• the same disregard of authority, as is matiU 
fest in most of their other historical reports. 
The truth is, the manner of singing/ and not . \ 
the matter sung, is the subject of record, inre-~ % ' 
spect of the church of AntioGh*; at that time. 
The notief of the mutter of Psalmody is only 
incidental, but, on that account, not the less ; 
important* * • " • •♦ 

Suidas^* on the word xoros , chorus, in- 
forms us, that w The ehoirs of Churches were 9 
in the timeof Fktvian,of Antioch,between A. D: 
337 and 404, divided into parts, who sung' 
the Psalms of David alternately : a practice 
which commenced at Antioch, and thence ex. 
tended into all parts of the christian world." 
, Qbscrve; it was not the singing t>f David's 
Psalms that is then said to have commenced, 
but the manner of singing them. Aud Flavian; 
andDiodore, werenot-Arians, who, according 
to Dr. Latta and his friends, wetefhe only pa* 
trons of the scripture Psalmody; i but the or- 

* thodox opposers of Leontiua, the Arian bisfhf 
op of that city. f u These provisions, says 

• Lexicon. " t ' - 

f Hooker carries op the practice of singing, nltc, nqtelj% the 
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Bingham, weee designed to restore and revive 
the arment Psahmdy* by reducing it to its 
primitive harmony and periTeofioik^ Them 
is not the remotest intimation of aoy change, 
or innovation, as respected the. matter of them 

.sacred song. 
. The foregoing statements shows, that the fie** 
lebra^oaof the praises of GocT, in \h* compssi-; 
tions of inspiration, obtained in Greece, Asia* 
and Africa, from the beginning— That it was 
uniformly t and universally practised, in the. 

t Churches in western .Europe, is not so qtefuy 
On the authorky of Augustine, Calvinf thinks, 
that P^ahnody ypn net general there before the. 
time of Ambrose, bishop of Milan, who, un- 
der the persecution of the Arians, introduced 
it into that Church; . whence it spread into 

- others, in the regions of the west* This factac* 
counts, m-a satisfactory manner, for the repre- 
sentation of Mosheiin, and others, that, in this 
age, the Psalms of David were first introduced* 
as the matter of the Church's song. In mpst 
of those Churches *they had hitherto, frpm.ab? 
vious causes, been generally destitute of this 

Petlms of David, to the days of IgtfatUtt U*edi*cipk*«i<i frtead 
of ihe apostles. EccU*- PoliU 

• Aatiq. of the Church. ' f Instit - Lib - 3 « c »P«2fc ' 



part of public wowhip. Tbat*rarnt*aaageo* 
Bfcle Societies. €opfc&qftheScripmra6 wefe 
rare, and* a'Paalm Book not to be had. Thcf 
defect waasupplied, as the Bible was translated 
into tfe veroacuiar tongas. 

The subject has, in all ages of 4&t CHuecby 
claimed he* attention, and; whatever unauthori- 
zed and restless, or vain individuals might ef- 
fect, it never was the deTibemte opinion cf a- f 
ny, capable of consistent reflexion* that bos: 
songs should, wfthput limiteiic^ 
tonfew^ <f^iofw of heatedaflBeGtkms. {ftft.dfcJ 
esstons of the council of Ijaodioe*, m A, Bu 
364, and the second at Braga v in Spain, fcfrlyi 
in the 7th century, ptOKC the contrary. Thtf 
former decreed, that no unauthorized psalms* 
Should be used in the church ; thekttei? pro- 
hibited all, except thosecf divine inspiration 
These facts, together with Augustine's reply 
to therevilings of Hilary, wdiheprtatice pf lh* 
orthodox in his day, nbtwklkstandi^g there* 
proaches of the raving Donatists, speak a lap* 
gauge very diierent from that of the gentlemen* 
whose representations arc now qndcr review, 
It, nevertheless, may be admitted without 
injury to our cause, tjiat, in those days of evil, 



when clerical ambition, and^cdesiastic^l pro* 
ftgacy, appeared with such unblushing effron* 
ifcry as they did, advantage was taken of the 
commotions of the times, to introduce, by eve- 
ry mean, the conflicting corruptions of doc- 
trine, order, and worship. And it would be 
strange, if the united charms of poetry and 
music; were not laid in requisition to further 
their defcign*. Iadmit the probability of hymn? 
of human composure being numerous ; and, 
'that .they were frequently used in public wor, 
ship, we n e^d not doubt That many of them 
were intended ta honor, and as many others 
both calculated, and intended, to dishonor the . 
Redeemer of men, neither the opinions of the 
times, nor the character of the prime acjtprs of 
those days, forbid us to suppose. 

But, when all this is gran ted, I assert, with* 
out apprehension of any well supported contra* 
% diction, that there is no grtfund to believe, tfiaj 
'inspired songs were not used, from the begin- 
ning in the church of God ; or ,that uninspired 
hymns were exclusively adopted, or, at all, 
adopted, with divine approbation, It is a spe. 
cimen of bad reasoning, to conclude, that, be- 
cause such hymns were admitted by worship. 



[SO] 
ping assemblies,lhe admission Was of divine 
institution.* Oftiofairercharactcristbecon* 
elusion ; that the admission of these, proves 
the unfitness fcfcd rejection of David's inspired 
bdes. He must also be hard pushed for an ar- 
gument/ who must -conclude, that, because Ad- 
rians opposed the psalms that were sung in 
honor of Christ, the Orthodox did not retain 
those indited by the spirit of God ; as though 
these might not be the same. And I pray I 
may never make that candor and liberality my 
mode], which more than intimates, that ail who 
are opposed to the use of uranspited hymns, 
inust be hostile to the doctrine of the divinity 
of Jesus. Nor can I admire that reverence of 
the word of God, which charges the use of any 
portion of it, with dishonoring the Savior of 
men.f The candid, and enlightened christian, 
has not so learned Christ. 

• 1"he Episcopalian, in vindicating his views of Ecclesiasti- 
cal order, draws largely upon the practice of the second, third, 
and fourth centuries. The argument from this practice, is not 
satisfactory to rhe Presbyterian j yet it is remarkable how su- 
perior the episcopal argument from this source, in favor of his 
form of church government, is, to that of the Presbyterian, in 
favor of a human Psalmody. That the worth oi the argument 
can be understood in the one case, and not in the other, is an j 

instance, among many others, of the imperfection cf the hu- 
man mind , and admonishes us to beware of a favorite hypothe- 
sis. 

f Latta's Discourse, p. 48. 77. 



» The object with which I set out, is yet in 
view. I eontemplate,m thesepages, an attempt 
to unjfe the devout members of the visible 
Church* Many of you, in the mean time, are 
practically dividing them. You exclude a 
divine, and 1 prefer a humane psalmody.. Does 
your cause demand such a, defence, as has now 
been reviewed ? If so, it is,£ullti me y ow s^puld 
abandon it ; for it is a bad one. Can argu- 
ments of a better character, in defence of your, 
hymns, and imitations, not be. produced ? If 
not, wilt you still, pertinaciously^ continue a. 
practice so insupportable, notwithstanding* 
too, its long train of unhappy consequences ? 
Nay? W* th&pt >fattcp things qfyou^ and things, 
that- accompany salvation ; though we thus 
speak. 



r 
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LETTER III. 



MODERN HISTORY OF PSALMODY. 

Summary remarks. Waldenses. Wickliff. Hub*. * Lu- 
sher. Calvin. Church (if England. Scotland. Watte. 
American Churches. Congrcgationalists. Presbyte- 
rians. Associate. Associate Reformed. Reformed 
Presbyterians* Sentiments and practice of. Re-. 

flexions. 

♦.»•■' 

Dear Brethren, . 

IT appears, from the records of the ear- 
ly periods of the church, that christians, in 
their public assemblies, praised God in the 
language of scripture songs. It also appears, 
that the term, hymn, was applied to David's 
psalms. We have also seen, that, though 
psalmody was universal in the eastern church- 
es, from the beginning ; yet it was not general, 
in those of the west, before the fourth century. 
In that age, it likewise appears to have been 
the practice of certain heretics, to reproach 
the orthodox, for singing with sobriety the di- 
vine songs of inspiration, preferring, to them* 
the inflamatory compositions of their own in* 
vention. We now turn to the history of 
Psalmodv in later times. 



,f 
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In the middle ages, the ages, too, of moral 
gloom and terrible superstition, the purest 
section of the church of God, was found in 
the vallies of Piedmont. Among the Wak 
denses were found the simplicity of the apos- 
tolic order, and the purity of erangelkal wor- 
ship. They sung, " 'mid Alpine cliffs," the 
psalms of scripture. And, long before the re- 
formation dawned on Europe, they sung them 
in metre. " The Albigenses in 1210, were 
metre psalm singers." The morning star of 
the reformation used them. Wtckliff\% bla- 
med, by some, for singing metre psalms. — 
John Huss y in the fifteenth, as TFickliff had 
done in the fourteenth century,* sung the 
psalms in verse. These, none of these* were 
friends, either to papal domination, or to Ari- 
an heresy.f • 

• Smith's Prim Psal. p, 270. 

t When the dark and cruel reign of Antichrist commenced; 
those who held the faith, worship, and order of the gospel, 
were found in the vallies of Piedmont. In the middle ages, as 
at this day, they suffered' indescribable persecutions from the 
hands of *' the son of perdition." No history is more interest* 
mg than theirs. In those agei when darkness covered the 
earth, and gross darkness all other people, the Vaudou, as Thu. 
anus, who was their enemy, relates, " could all read and write. 
They were acquainted with French so hi as was needful £>r 
* riders t a nding the bible, and the singing of Psalms"$ It was 
required of those who were to be ordained to the ministry, along 
with other scriptures, to commit to memory " the wri ings of 

| Milner. 

B 2 
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But what was the course pursued at the 
Reformation ? thal^eri^d whsa Qo& w repw* 
kabte provinces de^cn^a ta free th$ bu* 
man, mind from ?hain^ w$ big qh^rch from 
bondage ? The reformers ciejel>r£ted tbs praise 
of their Redeeiusr ;. 9ff4 they £fg §q iq the us^ 
of scripture songs. J^uthery as e$|iy as thp, 
year 1525, published 9 metre versioa of the 
psalms. In the saw ye»i\ # Aqgsburgtv 
was pithl&hed a pontic translation of the w^oie 
book, by another hqnd. 

In the ye&y 1543, i*ndpf th$ w^pices of CqI* 
vm 9 fifty of ths psaUas, tjan$l$ted iatg v?rse by 
Afarmot, 9 refugee from papal persecution, 
were primed at Geneva, Marmot died short- 
ly after this/ ansl Beza> the devout, learned, 
and polished, c^wp^niou of Calvin, verbified 
the remainder. The whole book, thus versi- 
fied, was, in a few years published. Sqch was 

David.' || Numbers o£ those, who, under the peraeeutioa o£ 
the Duke of Savoy, A. Dt. 1686, sought a refuge in the {Swift* 
cantons, three years after, returned under theic pastor, d/piqud^ 
who was also their martial chief. Having overcome their ene- 
mies, and regained their native valliea, *• at. the church of Gu|. 
goo they engaged in worship, sang. the 74 Psalm* and their co- ? 
ionel and pastor, AmawL, preached on the 129 Psalm*' f Thus, 
we see the psalms of David were sung, by the beat of naen ki 
t very age. 

|| Milner. $ Mem, of Waldenses, by a clergyman pf the* 
Church of England i *.. ' 



t&e d^qiancj gpsfer the fcpek qf p^lm$, thafc 

th$ p*e«$ was matte to rose* fa, Jb a, jj^ 
155% the? n$e ^ii .w«sJ!aSe«dieied bjn* fegft 

fcon& Rffn*g, The Pfl#€#airts Qf ***** day 454 
&>t p?rcei ye, th*$ it <&flftf .fifoif wrshifr! xm 
did th* peFvetfers $f Ita Ckuf<& ? s feitfj, hppft 
to d^ve fogr hm*$% %* &W ^u^ fjwaa i^ 
i#?e, It w^ 4§vw% ^ wg ^ .^ r ef^ ww ^ 

to £l*gl*A&. thp ft^i(fe qf re&rfi* wr«^ 
thp fiends qf fto ^fe ps^s. Fq* thei? gse, 
several of them w«Jre tarred into it*et?e by fl^- 
*# and Q&Qff } &t*t & fUM; vf99ip« w*s apt, ob? 
twined, till after the wceifciPA of E^feabttt*.,. 
The year J5S& pres*?^ tjt^t by Sttmr^^ 
^%) <?&#> A<*A** &q, T1h< wa§ used ij* 
tfefc Church Pf Eivgiand^tHU^pcrs^ded by thc> 
more imperfect version of jfafc &pd Ifrady,* 

# This innovationwas not effected without a struggle. Hear 
on this the testimony of a maty, who, in tast* and criticism, 
had no superior— •' It was a change much for the worse, when 
the pedantry, of present} trs to <aste in literacy composition thrust 
out this excellent translation (Sternhold and tiopkins') from 
many of cur churches, to make roc m for vliaf s(i$ goes by-tfcq 
name cf the new version, that of Tate a"d Brady. — The in- 
novation when it was first attempted, was opposed, though in 
the end, unsuccessfully, by the soundest divine*, toe most ac- 
complished scholars, and the men. rftbe truest tasie, at that time 
ip i he s*at of avMhojrity in, the church o£ England;.*' J 

\ Bishop Horseley, pref. to his version. 
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in A. D. 1696. The Puritans of England, in 
A, D. 1562 contended, among other things, for 
reform in the psalmody of the Church. They 
proposed " That the psalms should be sung 
distinctly by the whole congregation," Some 
of the reformers in that kingdom, amidst the 
commotions of the times, it seems, for a little, 
hesitated, as to the propriety of psalmody in 
the Church ; this appears from one of Lati- 
trier's orders, in A. D. 1537, when bishop of 
Worcester. The same thing is intimated in a 
protestation of some of the clergy, in the pre. 
vkmsyear, within, the province of Canterbu- 
ry.* But none who admitted the propriety of 
singing, ever doubted the evangelical charac- 
ter of inspired songs/ or, refused to employ 
them in sacred praise. This is a refinement 
of modern evangelizers. 

In the Scottish Church, the reformers, from 
the first, practised psalmody. It is said they 
sung the book of psalms in prose ; the form, 
perhaps, in which it should still be used. Be- 
fore A. D. 1546, there is no authentic account, 
of any use of metred psalms in that church ; 
but both before, and after that peri&d, in one 

t Prim. Vi*l 
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Iprm or another, the book of Psalms was uni- 
formly employe^, in their, cpngregations.* 
• In 1649, the general asssmbly at Edinburgh, 
adopted the version which she still uses. The 
ground work of this was laid by Sir Thomas 
Bouse, who is represented as a man of piety. 
It was recommended to the attention of the 
assembly of Divines at Westminster. Under 
their correcting hand, in the course of several 
years, it was improved. It was then forward- 
ed to the north, and wa*\by the supreme judi- 
catory of the Scottish Church* committed to 
comrifittees for revision. Year* were by them 
employed in comparing it with the original 
Hebrew, and in attempting to carry as much 
as possible of the spirit of the primitive 
composition, into the translation.! And, the 
man of literature and taste, who shall carefully 
examine the subject, it is believed, will ad* 
mit, that they. admirably succeeded. Like' the 
version of the bible, this of the psalms, 

* In A. Di 1556, versified psalm* were commonly sung in 
their assemblies. The whole book of psalms, however, was 
not pal into measure before 1559|| ; from which period, a ver- 
sion, first published at Geneva, was authorized, till supersede* 
by that still used in the church of Scotland. 

|| McCrie*flifeofKnox, p415,; 

f Acts of Assembly, p, 353. 428. 479; 



is not remarkable far elegancy of diction * 
but it iss remarkably literal* To, preheat 
the book of Psalms in its native simplicity, 
beauties, and force, was the aim of the West- 
minster divines, as well as of the Assembly at 
Edinburgh, To the man of Qod t t$ the chiig 
of grace, and man of legitimate tastf , thes£ 
characteristics must be a recomtwnd^tion^ 
In the American Churches, this v^rsiop was 
extensively used ; apd,, in aU; the Presby teriaa 
Churches, of the southern and , middle stated 
till a recent period, none otfeer was admitted* 

. • The. testimony o£Dt Mdgefa in his system, of dimity* i» 
not only decidedly in favor of the book of Psalms being suita- 
ble, for the praise of the New Testament church ; but a*p fbr 
the use of the Scottish version. He gives it the preference v 
bove every other. Boswett, too, the friend of Johnson, wha 
gave stability to our language, was a man of talent, and of taste. 
Be gives his testimony in favor; of this version, as the best ex- 
tant. 

Take his own. words t " The phrase, " vexing thoughts," 
is* I think very. expressive. It has, been familiar t? me lron$ 
my childhood ; it is to be found in the " Psalms in metre," 
used in the churches of Scotland, PsaU 4Q— & 

Why art thou then cast down my soul ? 

What should discourage thee I 

And why with ve*inging thoughts art. thou 

Disquieted in me? 
Some allowance must no doubt be made for early preposses- 
sions. But a^ a, ma,tuj«r: period of life, aftejr looking at various 
metrical versions of the Psalms, I, am, well. satisfied that the ver- 
sion Hsed in Scotlaiuijis^uiWMfee. wMevthe best * and that it to 
fain to think of having a better, it has in general a simplici- 
ty, and unction of sacred; poesy / andin many pasts its trans* 
fusion is admirable," Life qf&r. JpknWf vo> 2. p. %&. 

The justly celebrated Rev William riomaine,4ikewise,gives 
his testimony to the excellence of thisrvejajpn. I &hftU gratify 
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% Early i&lteJMWnfuly^r^^MfJn 1 ^. 
fond/ published his Imitation of soitfe of Da- 
vidVP&frns, accompanied 'with other hymns. 
These he introduced to public notice, by pre- 
faces, containing a bitter libel against the ori- 
ginal songs of Zion. The days of Puritanic 
zeal had then passed away. The licentious 
and unprincipled reigns, of the second Charles 
and James, had given a shock to the morals,and 
to the piety of the nation, under the influence of 
which they languished, and were ready to ex* 
pire. The principles of infidelity had extend- 
ed to evety department of the social body, and 
were, in both church and state, more exten- 
sively embraced, than is generally admitted. 
Comparatively few of Zion*s most conspicu- 
ous sons, escaped the contagion of a madden- 
ing philosophy, which, in its phrenzy, more 

my reader with a few extracts from his Essay on Psalmody, 
a work which very lately came to my hand. **Sternhold and 
Hopkins/' he Observes, "had a scrupulous regard for the very 
words of scripture— the versification is not always smooth- 
But what is a thousand times more valuable, it is generally 
the sentiment of ihe Hoiy\Spirit — This should silence every 
objection— it is the word a/ God. Thia version comes nearer 
the original than any I have seen, except the Scotch, which I 
have mide use of when it appeared to me better expressed 
than the English ■— Here is every tiring gtea't, and noble, and 
divine, although not in Dr. Watts' way or vyle. It U not— 
as good old Mr. Hall owd to cat! it, tTatW 1 jingle" 

Romcme** Works, vol. 8- p- 339. 
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openly, at a succeeding period, expressed the 
idle hope, of universally desolating,the heritage 
of God. At such a time, it is not strange, that 
an indulgent ear should be given to unhallowed 
suggestions, against any portion of the word of 
God ; and, especially, when recommended by 
the imposing pretensions to superior liberality. 
Ih the days of martyrdom, for reading the word 
of God, it was not deemed unsuitable, in songs 
of praise, to employ the language of the Holy 
Ghost. But other times succeeded, when re- 
ligious sentiment of another cast, and piety of 
another tone, were countenanced.* It was 

* * 

found that the use of scripture songs, " flat- 
tened devotion, awakened regret, and touched 
all the springs of uneasiness in the worship- . 
per's breast.' 5 f Such were the sentiments, 
and such was the language of Dr. Watts. 

The Imitation of the psalms by Dr. Watts, 
and lis hymns, recommended by the senti- 

* * Human compositions are preferred to divine. Man*s po» 
etry is exalted above the poetry of the Holy Ghost.— The word 
of man has \o\ a preference in the church above th* word of 
God— It is nm difficult to account far this strange practice— 
Our people had lost sight of the meaning of the Psalms.— 
. T&ey did not see their relation to Jesus Christ. This happened 
when vital religion began to decay among us more than a $efl« 
' tury ago."— Romaine's Works, vol. 8. p. 32J. 

f Dr. Watts, 



ments of .his pnefoees, found ,the}r way ggrosp 
the Atlantic, and gradually .obtained footing, 
in the Congregation Churches joi 5 Ne w Eng- 
land. : As these advanced, the scripjtufe §o»gs 
retired, and, with ttem, no small &har£ of the 

prthodox principles, the theological intelli- 
gence, and .the holy practice, that hajl previ- 
ously distinguished the Puritans of our coun- 
try, the descendants of the pilgrims. 

Xh? Syppdpf New r York #nd Philadelphia, 
]aow thfe Qeneral A$$embly of the Presbyteri. 
$m Church, had Continued to employ the scrip* 
tu^e |j$ajixi3, and in that version used in the 
church of Scotland. A majority of their peo- 
ple, it is believed, were favorable to that ver- 
sion. Xheir connexion with the Congrega- 
tionalists of New England, contributed to re* 
commend to their attention the Imitation of 
Dr. Watts, as improved by Mr. Barlow* It 
was at length adopted by the supreme jtidicar 
lory of this chijrch; and thus, for the first 
time; a judicial sanction was given to that 
composure, declaring it more fit for christian 
worship, than ;a correct version of inspired 
psalms ! The decision was not received very 
cordiallv bv manv of her members. Violent 

F 
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animosities, bitterness of spirit, schisms and 
divisions, were, for a time, the most prominent 
consequences of the measure. 

Other denominations of christians, when 
they saw the most numerous, and most influ- 
ential body of professors in the United States, 
abandon the songs of inspiration, practically 
declaring them unfit for christian lips, took the 
alarm. They considered the language of Dr; 
Watts, on this subject, to be impious. His 
arguments, in favor of his own compositions, 
were viewed as invectives against an important 
portion of the word of God. Hence, i^ theW 
public ministrations, they testified against the 
ground he had taken^ and the very unhappy 
language he had used, as well as against those 
wfco had entered into his views, by the adop- 
tion of his productions, in place of the Book of 
Psalms; while they vindicated the integrity of 
the oracles of truth, holding them all to be 
profitable for {instruction in righteousness.— 
The press, too, was enlisted in the contest, and 
judicial deeds, warning against, and forbid- 
ding the use of those innovations, were pass- 
ed. The Associate, the Associate Re- 
formed, and Reformed Presbyterian Church- 
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es, were all conspicuous in defence of inspired 
psalms and hymns, as suitable to the worship 
of the Church of God. 

It is profitable, though not always pleasant, 
to mark the origin, progress, and change of 
opinions, and their correspondent practices. 
How often, alas ! is the declaration of princi- 
ples and order, the offspring, not of deep laid 
conviction, but of transient circumstances.— 
The professions of public bodies afford but lit- 
tie security, for the course the individuals com* 
posing them will pursue. We well remember 
the tifhe when one of these churches, the Asso- 
ciate Reformed, zealously declared, and re* 
peatedly sanctioned deeds, in opposition to the 
introduction of human composures in the 
worship of God. Watts' imitation and hymns 
were in view, when, in a judicial act, this 
church, after a panegyric on the book of 
Psalms, declared — <f Nor shall any compo- 
sures, merely human, be sung in any of the 
Associate Reformed Churches." It was. in- 
deed, by some of the members of that church, 
as well as by others, suspected that the words. 
merely human, were calculated, if not intended, 
to cover a retrea from this ground at some 
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boiwement f fifte. But the suspicion was daeta* ;t A 
sd ungenerons, and the £xprg$5idn of it was 
branded with the charge of siau&f « The du- 
brious terms were explained, s6 as td mitigate 
;he fears of the scrupulous* The amiable Mr* 
Hemphill^ m his explanation of what is a mere- 
ty human composure, fulfy takes in all such 
is the poetic works of t)r. Watts* He com- 
:ludes his remarks in these words : " W* 
prefer a translation of these divine sottg*, (the 
scripture Psalms,) to human composures how^ 
;ver excellent" In thfej there is fto doubt* 
Mr. Hemphill was sincere; Suspickmaextefci 
:d, however, that all of his brrthrtn Werd not 
quafly so; Whether these suspfefans tfctfS 
veil or iH founded, is not for us to' say* Sub* 
equent events wffl not, pethaps, justify dtemi 
I utnan conduct is much influenced by eiretHA* 
tanccs; and purity of intention may be 6on« 
istent with contradictory act*. 

In the neighborhood of those churches* 
vhefe the compositions of Wafts werfc adopted* 
nd produced dissatisfaction, the Associate 
lefbrthtd ministers were cot scrupulous, ia 
eeping alive tbfc disccfciterfts thdt existed 2 It 
3 no impeachment o£ their motives* whfefc it is 
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stated as a feet, that they profited by these dfo» 
contents. Separation from former conned 
ions, on the ground of Psalmody, was encour- 
aged ; and, by such as separated, their church- 
es,' im various parts of the continent, were en* 
hrged, and some almost wholly formed* The 
Accession of the Rev'd Mr. Rankin, and mul- 
titudes of private members, from the Presby- 
terian Church, is still fresh in our recollection. 
But, in the mean time,; some of the brethren, 
**hen occasionally called to direct the public 
.worship, in the congregations of another con* 
«exion> used^ without hesitation, the Imitation 
,©f the psalms* 

r' This was thought, by many, not to comport 
with that candor, and regard to consistency^ 
which, should characterize the movements of 
that ministry which had, by so many pledges* 
invited public confidence to repose in its stabi- 
lity. Ta denounce, in public deeds, as witt 
worship,, the use of all sjich composures as the 
bymnsofDr. Watts; to employ this as an In. 
strument of rending churches* and of breaking 
up former eonnexions •> while; in other places^ 
they practised wh^t bad fcfeei* publicly denoun- 
ced, as a corruption of religious worship; and 
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acted upoh as a sufficient ground ctf sefxatattat 
in ecclesiastical «>i^t1nuttiDn ; Wat deemed, fey 
rtot 6 few, who, prabably, dW not sufficiently 
*juaMy th* severity of their conclusions, by 
the mitigations Of charit^V^ot easily *cc6ft^ 
ttfeable with candor. 

In their ftessfoh <rf May, 181&, Ifteftr gWrttfal 
-Synod pas&d an ^t, admitting fate liibikr 
.churches the psfcfcri book of the fttfcfcitteA 
Dutch Church, affc^diftg to St§ ta& re! Vision 
This measure set aside their former act bh thfe 
subject. Their teSohitioti tuns in the R>Ro*» 
fog terms : « Resolved, iPhat Hie Vestal tf*h* 
book of Psalms, in the Old Testament, Kteeff*. 
ty prepared for the use off thfe Reformed Dutch 
Church in America, be permitted to be usfed/* 
ft c. Now, to a person imncquatated *rtth tfo* 
real matter of feet, it #AuM appe&r from AW, 
that the Reformed S>uteh Church had recently 
f>repared a version of the book of psalms.*— » 
Nothing, however, can be farther fipom th* 
^fruth. All that the committee of that Church 
was author? aed to d*, in the matter, was, to 
Ihak* fit* ** improved tad efiferged^^etectkm iff 
ppthns and hyrrms.^ The committee fUMr& 
cd their appomttnertt, hy giving (heir psalm 
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ofFsatars, in /the old Testament," than wa* 
tirtojreii&iiG^ 'J3te4rtfth 

is/b is a selection* chiefly* ftoia Watt*, m^d 
embtoces a practical recognition tf tha wiy 
uhwatratttable *eJiti«te*te of the jbaetoty tfr 
quoting the bwk of P»akis. ¥W instate, 
to his twenty ftwrSriest in jptaee *>f the wkofc 
lpR psalm, 4* wcU m a t0-«lksr-£lMMge* atfd o« 
toissionk, a sanction is thus given, Tb gtt 
tlriis far, the*? «*b*af tta vctoirabte thutchcrf 
iioUaixi, tadttr violate the principles of her 
constitimdM* Ite A*»oktellelbrteedbreth. 
*m feave Adopted tfete sdwsfon, ^nd t shrfl tw* 
*y, unwittingly, presented it- t6 thdr pedpte 
as ***t*ttf ***fo* etth* book ofPsdlm^ fc the 
OH Testament I Since torn brethren ate now 
l«sra»tfded that? t^ivw^^W-IMbsttl^i^Tofw 
nierty in Ihe Wi*wg ; m& beingo*** fcatisfted* 
lihat tfcbir c6ngtegftt!kwi$ tvouid fee tnttt^edift- 
ftf,bytising xmutihiedimmittoGrtUcpMltmi 
than by the psalur^ tli^iselves ; and, seeing ' 
they bdt upon this, wh#8 it not have been 
inore manly, at orifee? to*lraVe &6fo*etl in fo* 
vor of the compositions iff Dr. Watts * if the 

• Sec Ccnstit. 0/ the'lUformtd Dutch Church, Art. 69. * ' " 
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rejection of inspired songs was. the price of 
leaded union, and the adoption of their rivals 
its destined bond, We would suppose this 
course of openness more eligible, than thai 
which is pursued. That they, in this busi- 
ness* a busfness whifih will long be deplored/ 
aimed at the extension of fraternal commun- 
ion, and the edification of Zion, charity indu- 
ces us to suppose ; for* the hypothesis of play- 
ing a double game with the scrupulosity of 
their own people, and the immobility of the 
Holland Chureh, is* refitted* we would hope* 
not only by a liberal construction of conduct? 
but also by the character of those,, whose agen* 
cy carried the measure* .:«,.. 

It is, nevertheless* painful to have confidence 
met by disappointment. The, course p\xtsu* 
ed; by the Associate Reformed Gburch^has not 
been marked by any great degree of consistent 
cy« Her decisions and her counter decisions $. 
her constitution and discordant administra- 
tion, do not authorize that confidence,, which 
the personal respectability of her iriinistry 
would seem to invite. I would not impeach' 
her motives of actiqp ; because, in a future 
expose, she may vindicate them as correct. , I 



*ttt Mt therefore assm,, flafcs&e, afc^rdi&iwi* 
cfcratfcm society* wad formed on the psmcipte 
of expediency ? iior Willi say, that, iff h* 
vMoti£ chai^fe, she has acted tnetfeiy on thte 
principle r f«fbf ifeclf, h is a patey dnc ^ cha* 
rity forbids severity of animadversioiv and, 
whatever fn«ty bfc the tearaftl, candor and libe-^ 
nfltty ifish^t Wttf hope, that it will riot oaiy 
We^i^mteA^gacfwwl: gonad, but will *\m 
dfevetepe the potest aiotforw, «o* have astudtc*! 
those gcndem€te who have *i>pea*eaf ccmspiciii-» 
ggs> m the <*igin ate* t>rogress of these meis- 
itfes. ' But, howtev** *x$*r«enft$i the measure 
respecting psifcttofi/is a bod one. It is at 
once art abandonment of a divine institution, 
adessrtkm of those who plead for it, and the 
violation of a solemn pledge to the contrary. 
For this we should wefcp in sefcrdt* \ 

From an impartial review of thd ChUirch*s 
history ,• ancient and modfctfl , we are authorized 
to infer, that, in every age, her psalmody em* 
braced thefeook of Psaims. Without any pre* 
jtrdifee to their cause, who art the advocates of 
Zion's songs, it inatf bfc, and-i** admitted, that 
human composures existed, and in some sec- 
tloiis of the christian commonwealth, hadti 
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place beside inspired composures. But their 
existence arid use, neither prove, nor disprove, 
w divine appointment. That fact must 
be settled by other evidence, than the prac- 
tice of cither ancient or modern days. 

That the book of Psalms, in whole or in 
part, was unfit for christian praise, was a dis- 
covery left to be made, in the light of conten- 
ding systems, political, moral, and religious, 
in the eighteenth century. Aneierit piety, I 
think, would not have listened with patience ' 
to be told, that the words of inspiration «« dark- 
ened our views of God the Savior, tended tQ 
make heresy triumphant," and that Davidt 
was unfit to appear in the sanctuary, till coo. 
verted into a christian by such a man as Dr* 
Watts. Had we no information on the sub* 
ject, but what the Bh's prefaces iiipply, we 
would be tempted to inquire, whether he was, 
indeed, fridndly to our religion* or, whether 
he was an enemy in disguise. ;We have read 
u Christianity as old as the creation"; an im- 
posing tjWe* covering a bold attack upon divine 
revelation. An imitation of a portion of Da- 
vid's psalms, accompanied by a libel againat 
the rest, by Dr. Watts, promises little more 



[7*3 
than the insidious publication of Mr* Tindafc 
And, certainly, if there be, as is more than inti- 
mated by the Dr. and his friends, a conttadife* 

•.> tion between the word of God in the Old Tes* 
tament, and the word of God in the New 
Testament, both must fall. The force on the 
one side would then be equal to that on the 
other. Forces equal and contrary, effect their 
mutual destruction. At this rate, we have nd 
divine revelation. So the deist has said, and, 

* as often as he has said it, his assertion 4 has 
been refuted. And tho' the imitator of the 
psalms, has •furbished premises* for a similar 
conclusion, we will not believe him; for we 
know his premises are false, and the conclu- 
sions, we trust, he did not himself believe. — 
Nay $ tho' he asserted the existence of a con- 
tradiction,* it was not, we wish to believe, a 
settled article of his creed. * 
* The imitator proposed to convert David, 
the sweet singer of Israel, into a christian.f 
The psalms, such of them, at least, as he 
thought worthy of imitation, must be made lo 

• M Pstt. 69. 26—28. is #o contrary to the new command- 
ment of loving our enemic*," he* Jfatu 9 Prtf. p. 5. 

t Watts* Pref, p. W. , 



i$B& a.4&»gtt»get wbkhf according to the 
reforms jtf Pi^id, the Holy Ghost did flAt 
dftake *bem speak. StLU, hcrosyfr, reformed 

»©fcvidw&s,;h« Jttas UAfitfortl^jSWCtu^rieis- 
of America. The witQtwn, and hyjans erf" 
©r. Watts, BK*e adapted to the RritUfe »qq» 
#rehy ; America hAd,happUy, become both i»» 
dependent t **nd rspyfelican. The reformer 
jnustberefqnQed. Those.qotnposiuon$ which 
superceded the 1 hymns of inspiration, mu$t 9 
after our revolution » be * c adapted to the cbri.s- 
$!«n ,wor#J*ip in ihe Umte4 States,'' And Jod 
Jiarlow, £s.q. performs the important work. 

In these days of tumult and commotion 

ijieie is nothing wonderful. Astonishing e- 

yents pass in succession so dose, that time is 

pot given them to impress tfee mind* The 

.commotion will, however, subside, and the 

tumult will be s tilled. What is now permit- 

„ted to pa*s by, without remark, will fill the 

men of a future age with surprise. When 

.they shall have admitted, in its full bearing, 

the truth, that God is. not affected by political 

changes, and, that the revolutions of empires 

do not authorize a change in the appointments 

of Christ ; it may, perhaps; seem strange 
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to them, that many pious men deemed that the ' 
christian worship, on the other side of the At- 
lantic, might be something different from what 
it was in the United JStateg^ or, that our won. 
* ship, when independent states, ought to be 
changed from what it-was, when we were de- 
pendent colonies. They will readily perceive, 
that, on the principle which would justify the 
hypothesis* no two individuals could ever 
unite, in the use of the same psalm ; because, 
it is not likely, that their circumstances would 
ever be precisely the same. If what many of 
our eastern friends have said of Mr. Barlow be 
correct, that hewas an infidel, it may, too* per- 
haps, sound strange, that he was employed to 
furnish them with evangelical songs for their 
solemn praise.* But, in human life, there are 
moments of inexplicable infatuation. How 
else account for the strange course pursued, 
in reference to psalmody, by men of such ele- 
vated standing as the American ^churches car* 
claim as their own? Such events, with adis- 

* I would not be understood to assert, that Mr. Barlow was 
an infidel. He may have been an, but 1 have not evidence to 
jnstify me in saying it ; many, however , who employ hia revi- 
aion of the imitation of the Psalms, have professed to believe 
that he was. at least, no friend to Christianity. 
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tinct and solemn voice, urge the divine injunc- 
tions — Be not high minded but fear—and lean 
not unto thine own understanding. 



LETTER IV. 



REASONS FOR RETAINING THE 
BOOK OF PSALMS. 

Subject stated. Fenions. Argument: Divine ineti* 
tution. SuitabUnue qfmxtter. Excellence. Human 
comfioaitions not afiflriutcd. Bad argument** Evil 
tendency qf preferring human to inspired $6ngi.-+ 

, Summary. 

Bear Brethren, 

IN this letter, I propose a brief discus- 
* sion of the following question : Ought the Book 
sof Psalms to be used still, in the public service 
of the Church? On the determination of this 
question, the issue of the controversy depends, 
The matter in debate should not be confound- 
ed with others, that may be but very remoter 
ly, or, incidentally connected with it. 

The inquiry, then, is iy>t, whether k be law- 
ful to use, in the praises of God, any other in? 
spired song, besides what are found in the Book 
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of Psalms* This, so far as I know, has never 
been a matter of contention** Nor is It any 
matter of dispute, in the present instance, what 
version of the inspired songs, shall be used. — 
The question at issue ir? shall we have any 
version of this divine book, as the matter of 
our praise ? Those on the one side expressly 
take the affirmative* and say. let us have the 
best version ; and, if practicable, let us have a 
better than any now extant. On the other 
side, this has been as explicitly refused. The 
Jiook of Psalms is actually excluded from the 
psalmody of their churches. I would farther 
add, that the question is not, whether, in every 
case, it Is unlawful to employ hymns of human 

*Th» subject came be fore 'the General Assembly of tfe« 
Scottish Church in lo%, 1648, 1686, and before the Associate* 
(Burgher) Synod, in 1M7.|) These bodies appear to have fol- 
ly admitted the lawfulness of wing, m psalmody, any script urc 
song. Botthey approved no* of /ooi* paraphrases. Their camion, 
amflong exclusive use of the Book of Psalms, shew that they 
deemed it sufficient} and that any thing beyond it, was rather 
•n allowable indulgence, than an indisnentiWe privilege. 

Upon ihe merit a of this question 1 gwe no opinion. What* 
ever may be said of its lavtfulne**, we know it is not expedient, 
to seek the matter of our psalmody beyond the Book of Psalms. 
There is a sufficiency. It is se lected by the Spirjkof Gud, and 
by the Church's Head given for this purpose, ^'iw religion 
has never progressed where it has been departed from.' . Wye 
my opinion asked I would^ay— Study, undent and, digest, use 
we//, ffe Book of Psaims, aid, it is more -than probable, you 
will be content* 

|] Acta of assembly— ftev. R. Erajtfcte's works , vol, 10. 
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composition. .That against which we remou- 
. strate, i$ f *£<? expulsion of the Book of Psalms 
by an imjtat J0*r ^ the exclusion of the spin- 
itufil song* ffipspiratioiu by adopting the *o/- 
lectedvtfuniofi o) [hymns, which are rwt inspired. 
I pffer only award more respecting versions. 
I have said, th$ dispute is not about versions; 

tlvs should be kept in recollection. Let us 

* 

Jhayethat which Justly merits the tiameofa 
version, and t^e contest shall end We ought, 
. indeed, to ?el$ct the best . We believe that us- 
ed in the Church of Scotland, in die Associate 
.awl.Relprnie^jPresbyterian Churches, is the 
. best; . we, do not. say it is perfect ; it is suscep- 
tible, of improvement, as the version of our BU 
ble is ; but we' have none better ; we have no 
# pt^er one so good. ~ If the genius of the oiri- 
jjinal j the language of the Spirit of God ; mm* 
pKcity of diction; energy of thought ; strike 
jngimagery ; aikLtransforming sentiment, be re- 
commendations, it is believed this translation 
has them , in a degree, to which no other one, 
in verse, in our language can lay claim. 

We know, indeed, other compositions, th£ 
verbiage of which glides R*ore smoothly aloQg. 
And t to those, .who pay a greater deference to 
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sound than Co sentiment, it is not doubted, such 
will afford more pleasure. But the man of 
mind, the scholar of cultivated taste, the chris- 
tian of exalted piety , will, when left to the de- 
cision of their own judgment, unite in (he pre- 
ference of sense to sound ; of body to shadow ; 
and of the word of God to that of man. In 
more; cases than that of psalmody, the corrup- 
tion of religious taste, from a rage of innova- 
tion, a spirit of easy accommodation, neutrali- 
ty of mind, or causes of equally unworthy 
character, is lamented by not a few. But of 
this enough* I proceed to state and vindicate 
-the following position. 

a correct version %f the book of 
Psalms, should be employed in the 
Psalmody op the Church of Chmst. 

I vindicate this assertion, on the ground of 
divine appointment— on the ground of the suit* 
abfeness of this book-— of its superior excel- 
lence, above all human composures-— of- the 
uncertainty of the divine permission of such 
human composures — of the unsatisfactory na- 
ture of the arguments used, to recommend 
them— atld the dangerous consequences of 

o2 



[7*3 
thrir introduction into the public; TOttthtpt<o£ 
the. Church, 

far the continued use of the Book of Fsalms^ 
ia the praises offered; to God in Ziom The 
compositions of this Book were given ibc this 
purpose. They were actually employed in die 
church of God, with hb approbation; and 
.wtxe suitable for the service of raraise. . Their 
form, their nature,' and. their designation* unite, 
in pointing out their use, I do not rest the 
proof of the divine institution of these w*> 
cred odes, as the matter of the Church's 
psalmody, on the sinaple fact of a reform* 
ing king of Ju^H commanding that they 
should be cnnplpyedi * . I add tp that e v&epee 
the facts* that iu the days of iospiratjoft ml 
prophecy, these, divine compositions were so 
used ; that their name and composition inti- 
mate that to have been their appropriate use ; 
and, that their matter, and .their structure, ren- 
der them fit, for this service of the Tabernacle 
of God, under every dispensation of his grace. 
That the hymn sung by our Lord ag£ his dis- 
ciples, after the institutioji ofitte cudwijrtic, 

• 2 Chron. 29. 30. 



supper, w»: a porttoa of that part «* the Bopfe 
of Psalms, catted the MUHhf the Jews, and 
which they usually sung at the paschal sotem- 
nhj? r k.admitted, as more than probable j by all, 
except those individuals^ who^may have some 
pirate purpose to uphold by its dfeniak* 

That, ia the Bwfc 6f Psahjw, thfcte art tjj- 
piBalaUuaooSfto the usages of theGldTe&a- 
mart, no more unfits it for christian worship, 
than did the New Testaiticnf language of -mapy 
of th* Psalms* render them utifit for .the devo- 
ti^tf the Isteathtes ; or, than New- Testament 
a Huffons. to ancient rites* prove it unsuitable 
for a christian' directory. Objections agailfet. 
tlw contimied use: of inspire^ songs, on this 
ground, indicate anehadfefefjivedegrpeof in- 
formation, a* should not be im^ulv imputed, . 

• " At to the hymn itself; we know from ihfe uttiversar con- 
•est *4 Jjewish amiqwty, thatjt was composed of Psalma I13» 
114, 115, U6, U7, and 118. termed by the Jews haul, from 
«A&ci.v-jl«,tte first word in psalm U3»fc. XjM«e •« psalma 
were always sung at every p&ichaj solemnity* They *o*|g »nj* 
great £fttf on account of the five grew *t*cfa ttUti i& to to 
ii i via. 1. The Saodus'from Egypt. 2. The miraculouadi- 

* vision of the Bed Sea. S. The promulgation of the law. 4. Thg 
ReswvettioA of the dead. *. The passion of MetsjaVj 

• CUrkeUnott on Mat. 26730- 

See alur Ravmndli Biblioih. under the wotd *ytnnu*> Light- 
foot says on this subject, " He who could have inspired tv&rj 
diatipU to hare been t Davtd-~sings the Psalms *>f David," 

IPferi*, voi* 2. p. 1160. 
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even to those who possess but very common 
facilities, for christian instruction. 

For die use of these songs, we haye New 
Testament authority- Its inspired writers re- 
cognize this sacred collection of inspired 
hymns, under the name of the Book of Psalm.* 
Under this name, we do not know, that . they 
acknowledged any other. If they did, where 
is it new ? Listen to an apostolic command : 
Is any merry ? Let him sing psalms.-\ Had 
the saints of those days, as doubtless they 
did, expressed the sacred gladness erf their 
hearts, ( in singing one of David's psalm*, 
would that have been an act at obedience « 
of disobedience* At this day none will, I pre- 
sume, have the hardihood to say, by doing so, 
they would have signed against the glory of 
the New Testament. The act would h$ve 
Wben one of obedience. Then it is confessed, 
that the singing- of the Book of Psalms, is an 
institution, even undlr the present dispensation, 
. of divine authority. 

To one consideration more, under this head* 
we should carefully attend. It is thiis : the 



i 



• Lujte, 20. 42, & ?4. 44. Act. t 24 ' 
t Jam. 5. 12. 
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whole word of XJod is addled, to general edi- 
fication; but to pro&t by \t y . 'its several pprts 
must be ; specially apptyd to #A<? -particular 
ends for which they dire given. The com- 
fnafuls, the promises, the examples, of scrip- 
ture, fori instance, are all instructive, general- 
ly ; but in addition to this, each of these h^s 
,ksp specific UK* Ntfiv, th$.weU instructed 
. saiotnvitt apply tbe$e Several pdrttpns, accord- 
ing to their ifttehtkuv Not tp employ them 

* particularly, in Addition fo ft general utility, for 
. the special ^rtoses for which ifcey ate given, 

would be & i^isti^jOieiii; ? k w*>«lfl be, to say 
.%? least, ciipiinaUf to iiegjemt^em. 

V ^Thv&pplMmmaftte reiwkjustmgde^is 

- ptain 5 the Book of PsaJm^ was gi ven as a part 
tftf that revelation which is profitable, for io- 
. f struct km; but it was,* especially, given to the 
.-church as the matter of h*r psalmody ; nol^s 
. fi/nxxkl, which she might imitate at pleasure, 
jtadfttfysftitttfF ihe imitation in place of the ©r|. 
ginal, but as songs to be used in the exercise 
^6f praise. Whatever juse, then, we may make 

* of them, otherwise, if we set them aside, and 
do not apply them* to this specific purpose, 
we must be chargeable with neglecting tbem, 



hi that for which God has more particularly 
given them. To thb point I request the at- 
fenSon, bfsruch as may honor this telle* with 
a reading. ., 

The singing of praise, publicly, u a duty. 
It is not an extemporary exercise ; it requires 
a form of psalmody. • God has provided' fcr 
this. His Spirit has dictated a great variety 
df songs-^and collected into one Jhok, for the 
use of the church, those he judged proper,— 
The question* then, is, shall we reject that 
which God has provided, and prefet <mr own 
effusions; or, receive Air? Turn it as you 
will, this is really the inquiry* In this collec- 
tion are to be found Psalms, end hym n*i and 
spiritual songs.* We are expressly eommaa* 
ded to sing these, Col, 8. *6> I request the 
objector, for mice, nW to quibble ; and, again, 
1 demand evidence of the existence, in the apos- 
tolic age, of my other psalms, and hymns, 
and spiritual soKcs, than those contained 
in scripture. 

• A reference to TrommiH's rtmcordetice of the Septnagii*; 
Master the word Htmnso, will amply prove, that coroposhfoae 
corresponding to4he ft/ma, and *ong t of the Greek Testament* 
are abundant in the Book of Ftalmi. Indeed the Greek ver- 
sion of *e Jsahns hat only to be opened, and their titles prove 
this $ and the Greek version of the Old Testament, waft cent* 
•rally used in the apostolic fcge. 
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That these tnspijwd compositions once oc- 
cupied a place in the Church of God, by di- 
vine appointment, as suitable matter of*her 
psalmody, will not now be seriously denied.* 
The Church, in all ages, is one. Whatever 
"institutions she has once received, from the 
hand of her Lord, she is bound to observe, 
untH he shall free her Irom the obligation, or, 
by an aet of his authority, deprive her of the 

FWJbg** But i in what page of the New 
Testament, has Ac Church's Head abrogated 

the use of her inspired hymns ? or forbidden 

» 

hec children the ostentation* they so often 
founds in ehwtiog^ them U> hi* praise? The 
point it tod obvious> for ft*rther pursuit. . I 
caanq* bring my< pwnd io reason it lower,. The 
$6psjstept christian will A once admit—The 

* * " Divine institution cannot be pleaded with wjr plausibility, 
either from scripture car reason." say a Dr, %* Disc. p. 77.— " I 
have proved,'* says Mr. .Freeman, " that we have no authority, 
dfofr* nor b*mm* for sieging David's Psairo**— they should no* 
be used." — P. 20. Pray, what evidence is requisite to estab- 
lish an appointment, a* divine X If ow prove the divine right of 
church government ? How prove the divine appointments jtv 
fant baptism \ Ah ! how thoughtlessly men will talked 
write. And yet, Mr. F. admits, that some of David's Psalms 
Jttay beqsjfe* Yes, cmr whhefat appointment, dnine or tm- 
putng ancnRat, notwithstanding his assertion, that oo one of 
these psafra* leads to God through Christ !— P. 6, ct al&i. 
This ahpws <f gospel spirit with a witness. Worship without 
dipine appointment ! worship, as a dci*t t a God ©ut-of Christ I 
Wonderful concession } * 
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Book 5 of Psalms, in the Cnufch's PYaltrfody, 
had the sanction ! of diVine authdrity ; that 
sanction has tifcvei'beeri disannulled ; there- ' 
fore, its*u&, as $iidh,ls yet oF God's appoint'. \ 
tnent. ' " * •' l * ; ' •' ■ -• • . 

The adaptation 6? the Book of 
Psalms t'o the purposes op sacreb 
p*aise, furnishes me with a* second argu- 
ment for its continuance. Have we beheld 
die glory of God? Are we desirous dffcfcfc- 
brating his perfections, that are so illustrious- 
ly displayed, in his creative, and providehtfel! 
works? This inspired Book presents us with 
a suitable song: By the word of the Lord mere 

* tht heavens made, and dll the host a/ them 6y 
the breathing of his mouth. He gathereth the 
waters of the sea together as an* heap : he lay- 
eth up the depth in store houses— He spake 
and it was done, he commanded and it stood fast. 
TYie heavens declare the glory of God ; and the 

firmament sheweth his handy work. Day tm~ 
to day uttereth speech, and night ufito night 
teacheth knowledge.* &e. And, howJptraU 
tably fine the descriptions of divine providence 
are, in the 104, and 107, and other psalms, need, 
rot be told to the man of taste and piety. 

• Ps. 33. and 19. 
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,. Would we . fliqg JfoMtyr art *om>ws of 
qwi ? His frailties- are described wkh a mag- 
ter's band: Majjms areas grmsa i: ataflotuer 
of*the field, no h^fleurisheth. JFir the wind 
pn&setkov^r it, and it is gone ; ami the place 
thereof shall know it no more. ^Man is like to 
vanity ; his day $ are as a shadow that passeth 
aruay. * ftis woes are tietincated with the pen 
o£#w©ifo In JKioa^ ^kgiac lines, flow such 
tpa$$ e£ afljictidn as the weeping muse of 
Greece or Rome cpuld newr shed. The pe- 
nitent sows in tears; those tears arc repre- 
sented as his bread and his drink ; they are 
precious in thet sight of Qod ; he records their 
wmberin bis book, and collects them in bis 
bottfe.f And never were sentiments of deep 
distress, coached in language, at once so 
tender and so emphatic, as in the 83 Psalm, 
v The grkfe of a public spirit are expressed 
with etoqnenee divme. Read as a specimen of 

| this the 79th of this sacred collection, and then 

turn to the 4^, where an unparalleled group 

ll of the tenderesfcsentiments, and most affecting 

imagery will be found. By the rivers of Ba- 
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i * See Psalms. 90, 103, 109.23, 144*4- 
f Pi. 5&8 f & PA. 80.5! & 126.5. 
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byfatt there we sat down, yea, we vnept, vfhen 
we remembered Zion. We hanged our*h*rp$ 
upon the wtilom in the micbMhereof. ; -< V f 

Would we, in the song to sing to God, <fi- • . 
late on the graces of the Spirit, and on their . 
varied actings4^would we sing the humbling, 
and the elevating exercises of the saint f Theser 
are themes which enter largely into the c6mpOr 
8i(ionL and constitute no small share of the beau* 
ty, of our Bible Psalms* They have, too, 
this advantage above others j they are delinea? 
ted with infalli be correctness. 
Is it our wish to embrace in our song, the 
\ distinguishing blessings of salvation? These 
are foundin our divine odes. The grace of God 
in election,* in redemption, f in pardon 4 in > 
. communion, H are sung, in these inspired ver- - ^ 
ses. Here, likewise, the saint finds assurance of 
safety in the vale of death, and of victory over 
the grave* together with tfie enjoyment of efer* 
nal life. $ These, and their kindred bladings, 
give form and. vitality to the wfadpT system of 
gcripture song. -? 

Do the sufferings of the Son of God* by 
which he purchased his church, and his ti4« 

• Pa. 65. 4. t P» 39. 22. & 130. 7.£. f ** 32, I. 9< fc 

JQ3.3. H Pi. 87. 4. fP«.?3&J6» 
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tunph over the potters -of death, occupy our 
attention ? Do we wish to make these the sub- 
ject of our pralW where are they sung irt 
strains so melting, or in notes of such elevated . 
sentiment, and expressi^ diction, as in the 
Book of Psalms ? There we find the Ian- 
guage he selected, when, suspended upon the 
cross/ he suffered for us, the Father's wrath * 
My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?* 
Into thine hand 1 commit my spirit.* There, 
too, we have his triumphal song. God is gone 
up with a shout — -Thou hast ascended on high, 
thou hast ltd captivity captive : t/iou hast re- 
ceived gifts for men; yea, for the rebellious of- . 
*0, that the Ldrd God might dwell among 
them.\ Would we stag his victorious march, 
in the spread of his gospel ? Alt the language, 
in which it U described, is flat, compared with 
that which the Holy Ghost employs : Gird thy v 
sword upon thy thigh,' Q* most Mighty * with 
thy > glory and thy majesty. And in* thy ma* 
jesty ride pPMperouslyi because, of truth, and 
meekness, ana righteousness — Say among the 
heathen that the Lord reigneth—The Lord 

hath made known his salvation: his righteous* 

. . . - ; ... * • -< 

• Pl»l. 33. 1. & 31. 5. t P».68<ia.' • -^Jt 
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ness hath he <$*tfy thawed— all the ends of the 
earth have seen the salvation of our G*£«Cc 
Would we«ing the awful sgffcs at the die of 
time ? Our Godshall come, and shall not keep 
silence ; a fire shall devour before him, and 
it shall be very tetnpestous round about him! 
He shall call to the heavens from above, and 
.to the earth that he may judge his people.— 
.God is judge, bimsejf. fhtu tohfc saints wth\ 
he shew the path of life ; in his presence ijftiU 
ness of joy ; a* his righj hand are pleasures for 
evermore. Therftoo the wicked ^hall be turn- 
ed iiito'heti, and«U tJ?e nations that fW^^Godif 
Thus, there Jt; no attribute of Jehovah, whteh 
U not celebrated ; no gift of grace which -*s 
•not confessed, no • de*oout -emotion of the 
heart, which iafiot de^r&ed, hop *^*k vemetrt 
*£ the - Sayior, tffckh ,>s not sun© fo the itm 
pressive language of the- Holy Ghost. -'<-■ -" 
I know, indeed, it ha$: been saMj.thiHlie 
preacher 1 fcel*Vegr«t, \k beto£ odftfihedto in* 
«pired p&flihs £ ttef, after he hjgf-fldWefet} & 
Gospel sermon; he could find Wo- song' by 
whteh he ccteW, with propriety, close dtesaii 

* »*» ' * . ' ' • " ••*''* •' • * • * 

♦ P». 41 3. 4. * Pt. 96. 10, & 98. 2.3. fcc 

t&Nj. 50, fe 16, M/ .; ^ *^ . ■.'* 
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femnitiet «f the day. May we not venture to . 
express our suspicion respecting those who 
talk at this rate, that their acquaintance with 
the scripture songs must be shamefully super- 
ficial ; or, that they preach another gospel, than 
that of the blessed God. For certain it is, that 
thousands, in different ages, have, with great 
faithfulness, ability, and success, preached the 
Gospel of Christ, without feeling any difficul- 
ty , in selecting i scripture psalm appropriate 
to the occasion, 

I am not so fortunate as to remember aqy. ,* ! 
specifications on this subject. The declarai*^ 
tions; it is believed, are general, and so calcu- 
lated to cover a defective information,or, some- 
thing not quite so excusable, as the case may 
require. We shall rest this point, till gentle- '■• * 
men of candor specify the particulars, in which r 
the scripture psalms are either defective in * v 
matter, suitable for christian psalmody, or, 
contain matter unsuitable to the purpose of 
evangelical worship- Only let them be care- 
fol, not to otettpy a ground that would ex- 
elude all social praise from the sanctuary of 
God* It is to be sospected, that complaints 
of this stamp x originate not from defect, or 
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stfriV is '< tnfrfif Jft ^ripture s*>nsft fca* ftoavd 
tM&ed t»3teliifipli*toaM^ng>, - feu requires 
morfe *han tmstlppotte&atoei'tf do**: 

chmation, to satisfy 4he flrrind of him, ^o 
Wishes to gi ve a reason of tits hope, <that the 
songs b£ inspiration- are not fit, as t© matter, 
or riot ample, as to variety^fcr all thepurpo* 
ses of evangelical pitaise. ll i* pity, indeed, 
that any christian should be found, who dm? 
not prefer the infallible dictates of tht> Spirit of; 
grace, to the imperfect, however well intended, ; 
effusions of fallible itteiw * 

Take, theh, this Inspired Book ; it conveys 
the balm of consolation to the afflicted heart, 
directs the emotions of the child of grae£,*tea£h* . 
es a due estimate of a world of sift and sorrow, 
cherishes a living hope in a living Redeemer,- 
and famishes a guide awksuppoit for that fkitH ^ 
by which the christism- lives* Here you find 
concentrated thetight of Inspired truth, wtienetf 
its beams ray out on the night of time— It 
pours a flood pf day on tb£ vale of death, di$> , 
aipatingits gloom, banishing its terrors, and 
giving a joyous prospect of the happy regions 
that 4k beyond. Study Ae othedpages of the 
Book of God-^te knowledge of them will cna* 
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for theshaHow poetry <ff *€rriiig ^man. tfRhia 
lcftds^me^to ' ; • • >< : - .-'*. 

My 'third argument ". • - * H » $ wnt o* x& 
c-nx'MicK <rrnir8wkB-»>s-iiirs. It is not 
my 'design' to derogate from the merit off srnjr 
man's productions. Chirm f6fr tbetri tfltahe 3 
respect you justly can; stilt they are human* 
^Sie^triicmTe is ihe work ttf htan, and must be 
iiiiperfect. The sentiment most foe compare* 
tiveiy feeble, i he vretos natrow, andthfr thought 
shallow: WtH -not the^dfectfe propbrtiona- * 
bljr superficial ? tKetf^BfeeftcWmotbemoreper- 
feet than itscause. Is tt not likewise to beex* 
pected, that man's hrotSI ^perfections will 
thjgeWs^^^-WkJs^^But'faow- fcighiV elel . 
vitetf,*o«'aH i thfe,^ $ ft(i6 dbmrieirkjf thelfc - 
it^ word of 'God, fe ZtoA«S -inspired' songs ! 
mte^fheT^po^'p'u*^^ ':' 

Of God trambl-fbfed. IrrtTioke domp^sit ibns is 
depth of thought, . fulness of meaning, and &$4#?* 
erietfcyittMch evhice& : theff diVme original: 
It & not iheteljrthe figftef powers of Hie ifcirid 
that ftese addre&/nor th4 \Mi*iM sfectidha 
of Ae&art; *«ch they kwttfcen. '■'' >T3te4iatp; 
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the organ, the well modulated voice, arc*!) ad- 
equate to the production of such effects. The 
langdage of inspiration does more* It seizei 
the mind, arrests die understanding" subju- 
gates the will, purifies the conscience, elevates 
and regulates the affections, and transforms 
into its own image, die whole, man. Who 
dare venture, to assert these things of the best 
productions of uninspired men? 

The christian will not forget, that the Book 
of Psalms was dictated by the Spirit of God, 
and contains very remarkable exhibitions of 
bis diversifiedoperations on the human heart, in 
the various circumstances, in which he places, 
or finds the saint And, if he say, he esteems 
more highly the psalms, which are, the produc- 
tion of the Spirit that sanctifies him, , than he 
does the imperfect works qf frebJe man ; let 
not his more liberal neighbor, ; yrho profess^ 
fo seerwdiffeit^ 

who prefers the latter, jjrand his character with, 
the odious appellation of bigot, The prefer- 
ence of the one, may , have morcr of; j£ie sem-y 
bfence of mofkrnjibei^dity, tjiat of the other, 
has not ^ss of tip, character Qf aqpieitf piety* 
I hold mx«elf jiu^ified mehooaj^thc t*s* 
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sicmcf iwpbetf eomposttiont, rather thaw the 
most perfect effusk>ns of wfrin^pi red man.* - 

I J*AV£ tfOT rNDUBl*ABLfc EVIDENCFO* 

the propriety of csinc' human ctowpo^ 

SURES IN THE PsALMOBY OF THE CHVRXHi 

This is my fourth reason. And I hesitate 
more, when I uniformly Seethe, admission of 
such, exclude those of the Spirit's inditing, < 
, We should «ot venture, if a pure offering 
be in our power, to, present to God one of st 
doubtful character* The denuinsktions-of di- 
vine displeasure against those who do *o< f 

; ' •■ Mil ton/ whose geffios, H lar somewhere said, "might have 
harmoniously mingled with tb* aogtU that ftanouotedthe Mf* 
stab to bVci>me,*Wkes one of tne devices o? Satan again at the ' 
Savior, ap aUeawH to turn h^qttcptiott w , .:;;:■).) 

" -rfBoiiaa. charms and Dorian lyric odes," j • - r > ' 
r*the> than to the hymns*, and psalms, and Hebrew songs, ot 
iippiration* And the lajigui^b? vh^hJ^tept-wate «be 
Redeemer repelling the assault, is applicable, not only to the 
pMHbacliona of 0* (freciap nanu^^o&tOAUbdittani composure* » 
when put in competition with the word of God : 

Hertiove tlietf 'swelling epfthets tiilck laiii ' * 
; 4 , Aft wuriiish «»» fcarloi'f cfeetfc«<ihc:re«t,: v 

Thin sown with aught or profit or delight, 
W&ivt.\*p*mi&T>n*rty*\%ptottp*t* ., ; i . v 

VVith Sion's songs, to all true tpstct excelling, ^ 

Such at? from* God inured /wPara^* regained, B. 4. 

He needs to be 1>ut slightly acquainted, with (he hymn boots 
"f* <fct)ajr» (o petcievean agecteti fir of fctiiiarty, »a address- 
ing, or m speaking of, the Redeemer of men, which is as in* 
fo«iiktemi;w1t|i 4ie dignity tfsvtnfcip, a* with reverence. It 
is the cant of enthusiasm'; which is equally abhorrent to good 
sense, and dtvout feeling. * 
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should not be forgotten.* We are Sure the Ian* 
guage of inspiration, furnished usby Gpdhira- 
self, will not be unacceptable in our offerings to 
him. But are we certain, after our rejection of 
hiSfthat. our own will find, before him, a gracious 
acceptance? When God furnishes us with 
words for a special purpose, let us prefer them 
to all others. In so doing we shall honor him. 
TheKedcemer of souls, at a most interesting 
crisis of his mediation, ; poured forth the ad- 
dresses of his heart in die language of the Book 
of Psalms. . • «t 

With that which is doubtful, m the worship 
of God, we should not venture. He pronoun? 
ces himself a Jealous God. I know, Indeed; 
tfiat the thoughtless temerity of the spirit of in- 
novation, is not likely to be deterred in its pro^ 
jgrcss, by fear of divine disapprobation. There 
is usually, in such cases, the prevalence of 
some powerful passion* tfic bqisterous^iess of 
whose rage, drowns, for the time, the sugges- 
tions of caution, and, not infrequently^ the au- 
thoritative yoice of God^to^ Until the 
storm shall have subsided, and the charm of 
novelty ceased to captivate, it is vain to hope* 

•MaL I. 14. 



that attemkwt wHi be seriaiis!^ turned, Ui a di- 
ltgea* comparison of slid* cdtirses With the 
woi&ofGod. There i$, a©twWistandJn£, en- 
tertained a confirm hope, that the time in 
which impious license has been taken with the 
Book of Psalms, has nearly expired. Wheth- 
er t|jare b^. danger rf a ccflrroptton of worship, 
in the insfctfice faefcre us, or,* ground of charge 
for takipg away any portion of the wdrd of 
God, from its appointed use, deserves the care- 
ful inquiry of all concerned* 

j£he Holy One of Israel has encircled his in- 
•tjtutions; w&h a aolemnity, which prohibits 
profane intrusion. The whole limit of his 
mountain is most holy . Hear what he says 
and lay it to heart. What thing soever I 
command you, observe to do it: thou shaft 
not add thereto, nor dimmish from iY.* Add± 
thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, 
and thou be found a liarf. This people draw 
nea* me with their mouth, and With their lips 
do honor me, tut have removed their heart 
fir from me, and their fear toward me is 
taught % by the precept ofmcn%. But in vain 
do they worship me teaching for doctrines the 

• Deiit. 12. 31 f Pw, 30, ft % Is*. 29. 13. 
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apt ^^in^^m^^ v Whatever sho*r 
of V isdom there may be 191 w#h, the Ckuteh'* 
Head proaouoqe^ it will >wQrthip> and dis- 
bpnor^le to God, a$ w^li 4& daiigeroua to 
us ; • for saith Z&<? ifart artd Offspring tf&a* 
vid> the bright and nwnning JStur; I testify 
tart* every mm that heareth the words ef the 
prophecy qfihishQek*; If«my man shall add 
unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that "are written in tfm (hook : Af&f 
anymanshaUtakecnmy\fri>m fh& wards of 

ywy his pari mihqf the baak &fUfe, and euidf 
the. holy city* *wdfr<m the things that are 
Written mi /ii*b<M>/c4 

The$c script uteV if&piwsivsljr/ ttac& tff* 
danger ofen<jroaphiaei>t anihe instkiited <*dk 
ijances of God. Froto them, and biker por- 
tions which spe&k a similar lmgusge, we.leof i)» 
that, in matters of rchgiaw Wdrsbip* it is not 
sufficient authority for a practice, that it $5 sett 
expressly forbidden. The worshipper should 
be prepared to answer, in a satisfactory maa* 

* M*. 15. 9. f Col. % 20-22. 1) Rev. 22. 16. 18. 19. 



iior 9 shout* God\>ropo*c to feinMhe question, 
4ffi* h*tkr*fHir*d<thi$ at ymr hand? It will 
ttofebe satisfiiotory to sty *' Tlie Lord has not 
explicitly prohibited such observances."-— 
Were this plea of justification admissible, 
E0mcfm|gteadd rites innumerable, tp bcr al- 
ready cumbrous load, and, at the bar of God, 
ptomd acquitted io her impious impositions, 
Jeh6Vah's prohibitory law Is express ; Thau 
sh&k wot add thereto* nor diminish from if.* 
i On this subject, we have more than mere 
igfrhtl pHf^v^i To succeeding ages^ God 
has jet jup;a£tu&l monuments of instruction, 
%ftd Af vvaming* The fact ofNadab and Abi- 
fat* is fijft iof pointy In their character, there 
floes npt appear tp have, been any intentional 
opposition to the institutionsof God* Thought- 
tessljr,. ptfhaps, ibcy brought, instead of the 
sacred fire from the altar, common fire 
fom the Imrth* .This appears to have 
been a very trivial deviation from the appoint* 
cd order ; but it waaa deviation ; and God,, by 
-m alarming stroke, taught Israel that he would 
Jae;«ancti&$d in them .that approached to wor« 
shJphiraJjy apuratilious regard to every gart 

# Of m. 13. 32. 
I 
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of «s lostktitioni.* The MjMitt«Mft**t 
itepr^sfeson themidd aiteiilar fcsson. - Hift 
parent smilhiesis tif the de vt*tkm>^ifid pdifef 
of intention; never, 1a' the 1 sight of "God, conse^ 
crated an invasion tX his prerogative ; the «*i 
clustvfc right of settling the matter, and the 
fortius bf his own worship. Uaga vfltopiotia, 
and being actuated by a very laudable ^motive, 
the safety of tfife Ark df God, hetoofchold of 
it Btitthiswtotiot^ 
life was forfeited by his deVotit temerity. God 
is stili t he same, sti^nge fire, and t*fe>lfttrtisi»i 
df atiiihhalld^ed Kind upon hfc Wit* *rt*$vf± 
feii^WdWi a& : f&rmeriy they <#&& ifftojgfa 
if- he ibifrm'givk to 'anhthetX % <Vt\Mefi*& 
those i^'iik the scripturi p&IifW, brtta&se* 
tVho employ ou* ttH/hiplied hymiv books, In 
the worship of God/mostihdaii^wihe.casd 
Of psdlmody , of uf^varrantttbte innovation? 
Let ih& Wa ~questioh, riot of dispUtattbn, btrt 
Of coh^^fic^tnqMfy. *••:■■■*:: f .. i 

\ Upon no Htei WktttiWi ttt'taffti;- *tt"th* 
Enlightened chrMiah toy afc tihdue weigh** 
but he will try to giVe ; e4ch <thb*i*nportanc4 
which it deserves. In the pifcsferit state o£ man, 

9 Ley. 10.1—3. t Saip.6.$.7. | lsi,43f8t^ * 
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|Wd? of : t^f^e^i«»n6iof;,tbe he?!*, »s are % 
bq&. ^d, 1^,11^11%^ to. the «mU* thc.RPr 
ligPf $f iljfe. - The qu^ion, $eo, fo shf*Il we 
take(f<vm&«f-wr owp.dejvjee, or, sfaU ; we, be 

SW^ mk vim &9&> ^»* given ? M«W 
W? J^N^pUM^^Wr. $? acted #%&& 
rag to prescriptittfv and ventured ,nq| to add, 
or to diminish. The singing of the Alraigh- 
\tylz pcaifie, in caraposltioos of mspiratWB> i? 
iwa^PQmltfW^.oCd^; thp 4oipg fo, % hij r 

"«»,*8ni»W^.i? $9i a jiivine preface. 
$t Jyp not been, it cannot, be proved to be 
<Jod's institution, Hear, then, the prohibition, 

twwl iippJy it, TofiiaA «&& tatf* mtylumdk not, 
M.^fi Bpos: ,pr PsA^ifs, ; jrao*t its 

£{,4CE,IN THBJ?5fLJ40 r PY OF TH? CHURCH, 
•£*$ #QT % NI/Y UNSATISFACTORY, BUtf 

^*ffl?^* Tlir impious. This is my fifth 
.reason for the contUmecLusc of scripture songq. 
Ited ai$umems ace. prest\aipxi ye proqf^tb^t ,the 
j&tmi tNjr subserve > jityt good, . When a 
jplyje 9? f C9§f>n t iijg |ngQnsi§t?^t with duereve- 
'ffftoe for t\i& sacred waitings, is uniformly 

adopted to recommepcj .a measure, we ought 

*■ * • 

m 



to doubt the propriety of that meastfre. 1?or 
« hundred years pastj have the advocates of a 
new psalmody spoken a langnag£,in vindica- 
twig it* t*/hioh is afflicti?e to hear, What say 
you, brethren, of the cause, intellect, and mo- 
ral feeling, of those who could *peak, and write, 
in the manner stated below ?* It will be recol- 

* f'Our Psalmody— doth not onlyjjfcxr our devotion, but too 
often awakens oar regret, and touches alt the springs of unea* 
siness within us. . I have been long convinced/ that one great 
occasion of this evil arises from the matter and words to whfeh 
we confine all our songs. Some of them are almost opposite \o 
the spirit of the gospd:— rlenCeft comes to pais, that when 
spiritual affections are excited within us, and our souls are rai- 
ded a little above this earth*— we «re checked on a sudden in tar 
ascent toward heaven, by some expressions that are— fit oifly-to 
bs sang in the vtorldly sanctuary * Whsn we are just entering 
jinto an evangelic fram 5— (hi— line ■ - which the clerk -ptfcelf 
ou: unto us, hath something in it so extremely Jewish and cloudy, 
that it darter* our ks%Bt of Cod t£t Savior. Thus by keeping 
too dos$ to David in the house of God, the vail of Motet is 

&?oi»ri pier' our iieartt. While we are klndUrrg into divine 
jov*— some dreadful eurte , against men is propopsed to our lips ; 
as Psaf. 69. 26— 58"whfc1i is to contrary to the new command- 
ment o/kfvjnjj -our enemies.— Some sentences of the Psalm - 
*)&t-^muy compose* our spirits to seriousness,— but we meet with 
'* fo^ov^rgg line— that breaks off our song in the midst ; our con- 
sciences are a frighted, lest we should speak \ falsehood nn*o 

* God : to* tftcpawers of out, souls are shocked on a sudden, and 
our spirits ruffed— it almost always spoils "the devotion— Our 

• lip's speak nothing hut the heart of David. Thus our hearts art, 
, a*U.>ver>e,'f jrbid the pursuit of the song, and then the harmony 

and the tyorsbip grovs duff ofneeettity* Many ministers, mud 
,m4uy'ptf*ite christians, have long groaned under this ioconve- 

nience— there are a thousand line* jti it— the Book of I*tahm^- 
.which were not made for 'a church in our days— I should se^ 

j rice to see— i)a*i d converted into a christian .* bat because t 
' catiflttt pemiade others, to attempt this glotUut vork, J tame 

suffered 'myself tout persuaded to .begin it.' 1 *. Having £a- 

* * • • » * 

* Wants' Pref. Glasgow Ed. 1786 • 
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lccted, that when Dr. Watts wrote the preface 
to his hymns, the Book of Psalms was used in 
the churches. 

* Upon the sentiments quoted in the margin, 
f shall make but little comment. Did they 
not live in the writings of the authors, and, a* 
las ! constitute the animating principle of that 

ithed the imitation of the psalms, by which he proposed to 
comert David into a. christian, the On says, «• If aa author's 
opinion may be taken, he esteems k the greatest work that ev- 
er he ha* published, or ever hopes to do, for the use of the 
-churches*"? 

" There are many hundred vers?* in thai book, (of psalms) 
which a christian canoot properly assume in singing— *s PsaU 
68-13-16 tnd 84 3. 67'— Psal. 69. 8. and PaaL 109. are to 
tajull of carting*, that they hardly become me tongue of a fol- 
lower of the blessed Jcsu4"t 

". By that time they *r* fitted for christian psalmody— the 
compoaurecan hardly be called inspired or divine J—t could 
never persuade myself that the best way to raise a devout frame 
4n$lain christians, was to bring a king or captain* into our 
churches, and lei him lead, and dictate: the worship in hie mm 
style of royalty, or in the langaagt of a field of battle;* \\ *« I have 
collected and disposed the most utefiU verses of this- Psalm, 

* (119* See the note before it in the imitation)— Bat the verses 
are much transposed, to attain tome degree of conn** ion. '?«*- 
Soch were the seiuimerts, and such is the language of Dr. 

* Waus,£onceming the Book, of Psalms* Hear another advo* 
>fi*tt of human inventions. 

** If we were.to adhere strictly to the Old Testament PsaJ. 
mod?, we cannot be said to do any thing in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, much less to give thanks unto God and the Father, 

* by him. No mention is therein made of ihe. Father iM a djs- 

* tinct and special object of our devotion, not of the Sen,, at be* 
ing the appointed the was of ottr.access to him*f r-Whethfr 

. theVe Psalms («i«j/iV«dil Cor, 14. 26\) were the effect of ptevi- 
\ ous study and inspiration untied, or of immediate suggestion , 

* • * Ibid. f ESssy on Psalmody, Works, Vof. 7. p. 7. 8. 

t Essay, p. 10. || Preface to th* Imitation, Wdrfct, Volt 
7J 24i f Larta; p. 59- 
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pft&fetly titttit ta thode sUfttdtife, by which it 
b Abit^resfcnted. ¥tf, indelicate, and-^ean 
ytw^d asrifter t^lthet thafn toipldtrst— if yoii 
CSfa* Weft, and I return; ant! re$tbt^md&li; 
me as ate these fhapsodies, they entering 
the Special pleadings, by which Dr. Watts tfl'- 
traduced to tiatice his productions, and, by 
; the friends of his scheme have support- 
h; * ■ • ■ 
- Yes, Dr. Watts-, with aH the imposing forms 
u£ his sanctity, spoke afr we have heard of his 
m* aiid of inspired cdn^osftiohs. With his 
piety I have nothing to do* I hope it will be 
^ttd,that te Wis *e*ll}r deVout, and, that like 
<rtfcete of tbett&ettiteii lie; through thfe btebd 
t>1F the cr6&,'*raa pardoned and at*6^tfed, by 
thfrt God, of Whose word he so %htly sjroke. 
Most wiflingTy would I iteek an apology for 
his ^odeSty, Snd Bis rt ^vfe^nceofGod. But 
Wherfc4fcft w he- fotiii^T Shall we have* re- 
course to bodily iriflrfrirties, w, to tihat mental 
derangement, fttom v^hieh sb $*V pahrtakersef 
frail humanity Si»c exenhtpt? fo thafct stafte of in- 
trileet, m Which a man loan piiteuadfc himself, 
that he is metamorphosed into * tea pot, Ife 
may, perhaps, innocently imagine, -that* the 



i 

compositions of his pen are more divinely ex- 
cellent, than those of inspired prophets. But 
while this admission of charity shields his mo* 
tiyes, it condemns the madness of his project. 
I cannot, however, be persuaded to extenq the 
admission so far as to allow, that those mul- 
titudes who have entered into the views of the 
good doctor, were equally under the influence 
of hypochondraical affections. And, i(they 
were, would itnot.be accommodating their ca- 
price too far, to indulge them, without animadr 
version* to banish from her solemn praise, the 
inspired hymns of Zioij ? 

Are you prepared to admit, that, V if we ad- 
here to the Book of P saints, we cannot be said 
to do any thing in the n^meof the Redeemer" ? 
Did, then, a strict adherence to the doctrines 
.of this book, which so abundantly testifies of 
Cbri&t, lead the worshipper to an absolute 
God—- a consuming fir£? Was not Messiah, 
since the fall of man, the only way to the, Fath- 
er ? CvU now if there ta any that will answer 
thc^y and to which of t/w saints wilt thou turn ?* 
Who of them was evpr^. in persop, or in wor- 
ship, accepted through any name, but th^t 

•job. 5- r&&* ■* 
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Christ ?* Did they not, under every ecobomy* 
contemplate hftn as wounded fir thtfr trim** 
gressionsf In their sacrificed victims, devout 
worshippers, by faith, beheld Messiah* the 
Christ, cut off but not for Himself.^ 

It is remarkable, with what front these wri- 
ters could, in various forms, repeat, that 
14 there is no distinct mention of the Father, in 
the Book of Psalms, as a distinct and special 
object of devotion." Had an aversion to this 
Book prevented them from reading the sec* 
ond Psalm ? Who is it that sayfc, Thou art my 
Son ? And to whom is the address made ? 
Yes, yes ; the doctrine of the Trinity, wte w% U 
known, tb the approved worshippers of God 
front the first, and is very distinctly exhibited 
in many a psalm 4 And, was, as thfcse advo- 
cates say, u the Son as the way to the Fatijer, 
unknown to jhe ancknt saints'*? rWfciep* 
the time is rapidly passing away t wfcen 
i rach things shaH be believed- Enoch, a eo» 
temporary with Adaib, prophesied of the Sa- 
vior|| — Abraham saw his day, and tfas gfadlT 
'-rJob Spoke of bis Redeemer, whom lie knew, 

• Act. 4. 11 f t'». 53. $. Difc. 9.36. Pfc 40. 6. *. 

1 S ,* P *JL % **» <**• **' *». kc« . H J«d* Hf 

f Jahn, 6$6. 
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*Metil!&{»itm 4 New Tca«ini<Jr*\*iri^ 
t#i^— Moees^ esteemed ihe reproach of Christ 
gfMtet fichrs^ thinthft trtawres <tf f^ypif--? 
©ttvidacfe«Gribca W«, ia hfe «fi^r«gs ; in his 
exaltation, ?n&m &s dapeasations, in thesd 
divine songB^a^hich, I fear, ate Unhappy pre- 
ju<Uce;has;pre*tttted^^ Is* 

Wetfronv uodctfitanding. And yet, wonder^ 
fut *o t*U>~th*se saints knew ntfthing of this 
pmotiage,- a* «br, way to the Father! - {Md 
theae- writes* WKferatsnd: that Cotife&irifr 
^hich they subscribed; and were thaji s*Wcerc> 
***» 4h«y peafesaed to behave its fetfele*, «HI 
v^w«d*ot«adiit3dactfii»5? lUrfs daouwtrf 
te»*c*,aiiat *Th« jwcifip^ioniaf bplie*a* 
under th* Old Testament .was,. *# nil netpectx. 
ofafc*mi the saw wyfcibc jusrifeqtioa of be; 
ttttow ttiidc* tb* Jfaa Te*am*nt:>l Thfc 
*9*^/4a ifhoiafc^ teaobes* 4h»t 

« Wth, iccdvipg^d r««j%tipi*n Gitfist and 
*b *%*ttwii*ne*4 . i* ate jifoi# iw^ume^t ,nf 
**tiibalbfc? f » <fyt,rpfa&Aa {jtamt *a .<•*** 
e»ia^ aObaarjpdon^ Mmis^wmlm/kncy^ and 

trath, aM in ttokan. fcofcose. ion fr^cfiienfclu. 



fioMa-Qf^an: .\m\>.i\m.. * p»i. 6a. 2a. m t». 

ft* U Ooftf.stf the Pretty* Church. Ch*(>. ,|Ct, 



butt*ft^c'dbsta^ 

of imperfect man. .?v,* ■■•■ r 

toltom *tj>#the Word «£God£ &<k*id, vitiq&ittte* 

k^ it forlh^ as i/tfj&mrt^ ihe Son efGod*fdi+ 
vin&hohor^^riectly itTvikig to make herksy 

property iutetfwsmk n*p9tomwmrftmtfct 
Sty such vhuperatiofr, the imitation, and&ydwta 
of Watts* have been farced upon the : tin way* 
and, so far as a defence of the musp&ion i* 
amfertakw, U4s rodde by the samte weapetas* 
Say* yetfhdfckrCiod, atu$tieftUestfafci*oni, 
fcoo* the tfawae a desperate one, thafc—4 fhali 
not say requires, but, thattoferates, such sup^ 
port ? To be told all this, to hear it repeated, 
and to see it presented in varied forms, by 
meh odiupying- thfe : place of ra misters in; the 
Church of the Lord, and «^^ized by others; 

land remain urtraoved, would argue * a species 
of Apathy, by which no-Tirtubus mind should 
Wfeh to be characterized. If irqm another 
quarter, it would call forth a well tempered in- 
dignation ; as it is, grief takes the place of in- 
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digna&W aid expresses itself in the let rs 
affliction. * : •« 

These sentiments, indeed, appear to carry 
ur so far beyond the regions, where mistaken 
'saints are wont to stray, that, when I reo4 
them, I imagine myself on the confines of infi* 
delity. Has " The age of feawn*l speke* 
more reproachfully of the JBook *P»tm*,4fcm 
these writings, which I now review ? The ^ 
pinions are so often repeated, turned up in so 
many forms, and appear in so many connex- 
ions, that we are forbidden to ascribe them to 
a lapsus calami, an oversight in composition. 
Is not their tendency to corrupt the mind, And 
shake the public faith, in the inspired page. 
If, indeed, any portion of the Book of Psalms 
have s^ch tendencies, as have been ascribed to 
it> ought knot to be torn from our Bibles, and 
excluded from oar qhu rches ? Tell me, is it 
not dangerous ft> read, as well as to sing, those 
portions of spriptyre, that "darken our sight 
of God the Savior ?— that tend to give? heresy 
a triumph, aind that, were properly suited to* 
•perversion of truth'* ? Was it well done to mi* 
tate such a book ? If the original be so danger 
rous, can the imitation be safe ? By what rule. 



^hall w$ know those portions of the word of 
God, that have such evil tendency, from those 
parts that are still profitable ? And how ac* 
count for the fatal omission, of the great Pro- 
phet of the Church, and , of his inspired mes- 
sengers, in upver hinting to us these dangers 
from the .use of the Book of Psalms ? These 
perplexing questions croud upon us— They 
should have been obviated by those Evangelu 
cal illumtmti, who have cast such a shade of 
dpyblt oa this venerable Book, which prophets 
composed, which apostles admired, and 
which saints in $very age have most devoutly 

. That such sentiments were indulged, among 
any of the > professed disciples of Christianity^ 
eyen in the heat of angry controversy, can be 

.accounted for, only by the fact already men- 
tioned; the progress of infidelity. The peri- 
od, when the opinions of W^tts were broach- 
ed, was the age in which the publications of 
Herbert, Shaftsbury, and Bolinghroke, came 
abroad, recommended by the fascinations of 

. wit, of eloquence, and a pretension to lofty 
thought. From causes already mentioned, it 
was the age, too, of extinguished &eal, and lit- 
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)fe'^9nptiwria raligiim. the lBobSpt& dfife- 
Iftelity wcrfe raised, iVc torrent encfeas&j, Wf, 
in its impetuous course, tarried publib 6$& 
ion along. Its ifeaclly wfitere fta&ea th* 
shores, Unitaiiglit to cdnfife ft oti^et^ 
and to draw upon our own reso&cfe/ Mte flfe: 
peridcd as iriu6h on Eii*d£fe, fdir the b^it*. 
iohs we should enttitajh, as for ttifc totfefc 
we should wear. * Political revolutioris unset- 
tie the public mind, lead to connexions dri- 
known before, tod afford faculties for the ac- 
tive apostles of eccor, to accomplish their de- 
signs. The history of our tltfcVes, &d bf 6iif 
country, amply verifies this remark. r 

When the controversy of which we fiow tireat, 
was first agitated in this country, the imposing 
port assumed by irifidfelity, riiay be wfeli re- 
membered, while aa a monster it stalked otix 
streets. That was « f The age of Rea$6h. n ~ 
The public ear was familiarized to the sup. 
posed contradictions of the woM of God.— 
But now, that the^e tunittltuous waters are a&w 
$uaged, that the reign of infidelity lias ertded, 
and that we live in the age bf Bibles, when every 
one seems ready to atone for the wanderings 
of other years, I cannot persuade myself that, 



qjpa ^etfotts reflexion, tyc re4. friend of the 
^ord ofGpd* wiMufft* a^ portion of it to 
l^ropqnde* the unbleafced charge, of 4 ' check- 
Wig m fa W WW* *? hewenr-4arkenin^ 
our viPW^of God the Savior, qr of directly tend- 
ing to mate hereby triumphant" I Let thcm ? 
thenr-rit ip devoutly hoped they will-rrestors 
the Bppk of Psalms, to it* legitimate place, in 
the scritemnitiesQfthe^anctu^iy* While sw& 
declarations, as those we have noticed, stand 
prominently on record agaiast this saqred Ik>afc, 
Jet us not give it up, lest we bz understood to 
give them the sanction of our approbation. — 

ket it bg r*te»ned where it U, asd he ty"9Mg!af 
&$c$ yfatfp if is qpb? $! something rooir »t r 
jusfectojy > tfc#n animated deci#pi£tiop, shall fye 
adduefd. against it ; afld, tftl the Spirit of i&. 

P9$?ed, ill ^ceieiK*, ivhR(t te has tfre»4y 

4$ope* : 

Tp induce to this, at the pre»ei>t 4^X, it is 
M0 necessary to dilate 09 t)w testimony qf New 
Testament writers* ip ffjutor oftfip evangelic* 
^ph^acterc^theBookofPs^s. prefer- 
«n£e tp what has already beeaf $ai<^ ^^teemaj} 
sufficient ; And, were hun#p ^tjipyity ^5f»- 
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ed requisite, We might produce that of the 
whole Church of,God in former times : fori in 
no ag«> of her existence, except that of iNri- 
Afii. season, did any of her sons venture tb 
speak in the style on which we have animad- 
verted. The testimony of a few moderns of 
reputation, from among many others, no less 
respectable, may not be deemed impertinent.' 
The first I adduce, is that of tHc late Df. 
Home, " David's invaluable Psalms,** says 

lie, convey those comforts to others Which 

* » * ... , 

they afforded to himself.-*-Thcy present reli- 
gion to us in the most engaging dress ; coni- 
municating truths to us which philosophy 
could never investigate, in a style which poet- 
ry can never equal, — Indited under the influ- 
encc of Him, to whom all hearts are known, 
and all events foreknown, they suit mankind 
in all situations— He who hath once tasted their 

- • < 

excellencies will desire to taste them again, 
and he who tastes them oftenest will relish 
them best*"* Much more hath the Dt. fine- 
ty spoken to the same purpose. 

My next witness is Dr. Scott, a man who 
feels, as well as writes of, " the force of truth. n 

• Pref. to his Comment, 
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*f There is nothing/' says ibis excellent man, 
« in true religion, doctrinal, experimental und 
practical, but will present itself to our atten- 
tion while we 'meditate upon the Psafans.-r- 
And hardly an occasion of praise and thanks- 
giving can be conceived, to which some- por- 
tion of them, faithfully rendered in pOeti^l 
versions, may not be applied with peculiar en- 
ergy and propriety : and indeed the christian^ 
use of them in the closet, and the minister's in 
the pulpit, will generally increase with the 
growing experience of the power of true reli- 
gion in their awn hearts."* 
; I next adduce the sentiments of the Rey, 
Robert Davidson, D. D. late professor in, and 
for a time at the head of, Dickinson College. 
He was a reputable minister of the Presbyte- 
rian Church. " Do christians," inquires the 
Dr. " feel it their duty to celebrate the attri- 
butes df the adorable Jehovah, and to praise 
, him for his wonderful works of creation, pro- 
; vidence, and redemption? Do they delight to 
dwell on the precious promises of God to men, 
—especially the promises of life and salvation 
through a Redeemer ? — do they whh to repeat 

r-* .fcpu'a Fr«f. to the Psalms. 
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hj*mn»r that «preseifi a Hvffy *mm$ #*h# 
Marion* affibetietts <>f * pkms mind* ia #11 the 
tfiffetertfc circumstances* pf Jftty-^iii sc$itt*4C*f 
trouble and in seened of )oy ? What cap bf 
better adapted to all these puiposps : than the 
book- of psalms,— the production of thegeijs 
^Inspired prophet*, of angfeqt < $we% ? Had 
the auitor been disposed to oipit pnyof thi^ 
'inost valuable collection,, he would not haye 
known where to begin."* f)ut quotations of 
this description would be egidkf&t 

It k cheering to find men of #pl*j£ erudition 
of refined taste, and deep ttwe4 W&f* ta dif- 
ferent countries, and of different communU 
ties, unite in asserting the excellence of tfcia 
portion of the sacred volume, wliich novices 
in literature and godly experience, affect to 
despise. And whether these scattaettta <rf 



* Pref. to hit version of the 

t M Ofa)ltbelwoJk»pfthe<?liTes«»in^ttb«h0akofp#alnw 

is the mosi onhrertally, bat, 1 fear as little as injr understood. 

This ear^t-be ascribed to anjr extraordinary slushy of *hole 

, sacred songs, for of aU the prophetic parts of the scriptures 

v they .are certainly the mottfectaf know, B»t iti^owtotf p*t*> 

ly, 1 fear, to some dullness of the faculties of the natural man 

' upon, spiritual subject* —Thert fern* a page of litis B ook W 

. Bsalms in which the phws reader mil notjtnd bis Savior, if be 

teads nitb a view of fading &*m; atfd it was hot svjoif eitfosnl- 

- vm of. it that came from the pen of one of the early Fathers, 

that it is a complete system of dMrrtty for fbe use and edsft- 

tation of the common people of the Christian Qhnrch .*• t . 

Up. iionle^Y'Yrcf' 



*r ifaam *fffti Horsey, <rf * S<w»,q|: ^j^. 

vidsoii, and *tifaj&*wtoifar cm; or &<#je 
*£ Watti 4L*tta, and iheto -coadjutor a t *#|iibit 
*kk* of the tpiik dfi etaHght0ae;d ckw&iQ^ 
Ittayb© safely left to the Jnendlo£(to.Jftkte tt 
decide, *-;.•:■ • .* \ 

- ftutbeforo leaving this luifc^^ 
•te^y may be* deemed ncoesjary, for dragging 
the foibles of eminent men to tight, and di^turb- 
teg the ashes of the de^d, fry exposing theft* 
mistakes before the world. I can reply to 
euggestfons of this kind with sincerity, that it 
i* not the pleasure derived ftoia $uch expo- 
sure, thar induces to the' attempt. Whm *<?• 
cdnftpiaied with ^^^nfr^l^pnfecpignce^ I p^epr^ 
'ttl&'^qgtfze &£ Qbfi^QD ef the adage* 

tjbn to ^ ^tn^ar delicacy, toward, ibe, Jiving, 
faro readily confeaapd. $a* if {he dead* fy 
tiieir w<irkfi, f cpattoflfc Jft v%tP j^C^rity tjf 
divine wo?^ f anfl **<* 4!stWb #£ pem* pf 
ibc jpuuxk pf God. jlet ^to feeaMhe blame. 

And if, by thp ill tidvtsed kindness of survi- 
ring frienda, those men and their worts tie 
dragged from their obscurities, m$be -Qbtry- 
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ded ori pttbfic attention, let the forfeiture be 
paid by those officious friends.* 

Those meii, on whose sentiments I have an- 
itnadverted, succeeded by their compositions, 
in excluding the songs of inspiration, from the 
psalmody of the Church. It is my wish those 
songs should be restored. I am therefore jus- 
tifiable in calling public attention to those rea- 
sons, that recommended a measure which I 
believe to be improper, and in exposing that 
impious banter, which, in an age of infidelity 
was too successful, in effecting a practical pre- 
ference of the word of man, to that of God. 
I trust my attempt shall not be in vaifr. My 

• After reading Dr. Latta's discourse on Psalmody, and not 
% little surprised at iu sentiments and reasoning, upon turning 
'to the Christian's Magazine, say surprise was wxompamed 
by pain to find that the learned and orthodox editors of that re- 
spectable work, devoted ttieir pages to eulogize that gemlemaij, 
not only as a matt, and a scholar, but as a divine ; and* as ifto 
make it more cpnspicuons, in a marginal note, to adduce n» 
« Discourse on psalmody," at a specimen of his talent m wsti. 
fication of their eulogy* No less painful is it to find such a, 
work receav* the high commendation, of such a man as the 
learned and excellent Profeaaor at Princeton, in his life ©FI*r. 
Rodgers, It is hoped none of those gentlemeh were really ac- 
quainted with the true character of that work ; btft resting up- 
on what they considered the character of their friend, unwitting- 
,iy transferred the reputation of the man to his book. Bat those 
works shaH outlive them* and as it is now, so when they shall 
be no more inhabiters of our world, their testimony will be em- 
ployed to give currency to the very exceptionable pages of that 
discourse ; pages containing sentiments from which their whole? 
souls, I trust, would revolt. To correct the evil is a duty they 
owe to themselves, to the chuiefc of God, and ta tfcft cante of 
. .. • * 



truth. 



t tif 1 

appeal is made to christian consistency, and it 
is made in a day, as remarkable for liberal ex- 
ertions to circulate the word of God, as a late 
period was, for* undisguised opposition to th£ 
authenticity, and divine inspiration of that bIeS» 
sed book. ' « 

Will not, then, the genuine friend of the bi- 
9k arise, and in manly, in evangelical, consis- 
tency, declare to the world, and to the Church 
of God, that he does not believe any portion of 
the lively oracles of the God of truth, "has a 
tendency to make heresy triumphant, or, that 
it checks us in our ascent toward heaven, 
throws the vailof Moses over bur hearts, dar*. 
kens our sight of God the Savior, and is op- 
posite to the spirit of the gospel." It is time 
to awake from the slumber of a mere accord* 
modating policy, and to tell the world, these 
are opinions you do not' hold. Convince us, 
then, that you are sincere. Recall the Book of 
Psalms from its exile, and restore to it its pris* 
. tine honors. This will be an act of magnani- 
mous policy, worthy the age of Bibles ; an act 

* * • 

which the Spirit of God will approve ; and in 
which the ghurch on earth, and saints in hea- 
ven will reprice. 



Uft j 

lye %$,% i»,AC* or scrip Tu»m Psalms,: 
yir* HffidA*": xswusosmoKs, furnishes a 
sq^th rpj^n again« it* I am forbidden by my 
pre^prihe^iippts, <o expand the subject much 
farther. It requires, however, but. little re. 
flejion to perceive t%e danger. Theconse- 
quejices are iodeed extensively felt, and, if the 
practice be QOhtinued, they have not yet reach.' ^ 
ed their hounds.. 

The Bool? ofPsah^&h^sbeeft u^der^ued* 
A language, better flttjng the lips of deists 
(ban of chrj/gtjanB, has beeq countenanced ; 
and die Chwch of the Redeemer, rent enoqgh, 
befojje, ha? bw» stM mxjre divided by the 
Hieaswe no w pp,pp«e4. Jhe preference of a 
humajj, to divine fioc-feof Psalm*, has led to 
the ma/tttfe*anoe-of opinions respiting the-difc: 
penaaMe* sod e*gf$jjpt pf grace, Mpdejr the, old 
Test are***, t0$a% at ¥W»nce, with, jcuft, and. 
contradictory |» the 9*bh> s^iyjppfcjof the r», 
formation eh«r<^ws, Jt.has/fprced^ the. aAvo* 
*»W* of that (jn5fe«e|icei to, a^ujne $ position, 
that deprives the Church of Qpd at large of. 
his word, as $e ground of faith, except those, 
of her members who may be kattflPin fhe ori- w 



gins* tdftgts£> In which ihettbripttroi v^m 
first written. ( Fdr,4f as ftdAfela ittrgion ^rf 
the bitHe, as ctm be obtaradd, tes*K> claim to 
fee calfedithe T¥ord <rf God* ** w**OTpp&s&, 
Aenthe*ah0fthe^gfeili: mtfomytf ^fat^ 
in eVei^r ag£, h&r been to&t4cm a ferilfy fbtrti- 
tfaMon, the w^wdaf titan. Arid, 'finally, tftfe 
measute opens wide the 6bw forirtrbdacihg, 
arid propafgating agv^ty^efeife of heresy. 

The fact, that hymns bfr human compdskion, 
admitted into the PsaKrtody of the Church, 
te&d to the ewpuption of tfeligion, $ scarcely 
deniable Admit tftem>oiiee, wftete shall * #b 
stop ? Every fanciful scribbler wtio May bfc 
permitted to ateerida ^Ipik, aM Whose iafla- 
ted vanity indaces the befiei; thartie &*« pbet, 
will tfrge the use of his hymns, " the sponta- 
neouseffusidns of his affections, ' * composed , as 
he tnay imagine, in adaptatfen to Iris discourse* 
Then, instead of a few females, on a particular 
day, like Paulus of Sntno&dta, he may hear the 
whole choir, frdm day to day, sing his, in 
place -of the praises of God. 

Examine the hymn books of the respective 
communitkBL which have laid aside the Bible 






Psalms, flagfe wift find their peculiar tenets 



• * 
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Interwoven with their song. ' According to 
.present sentiments and practice, it is, general- 
Jy, in the power, of every minister to adopt iir- 
to his congregation, what hymn books he may 
deem meet. And thus employ, if unsound in 
principle, a powerful mean of seduction from 
the path of truth. With what heart, with what 
kind of faith, can the worshipper, in such a state 
of things, enter the house of God? At this 

s 

day, in many Churches, there is no certainty, 

iivwhat collection your song of praise shall be . , 

found : whether it shall be strictly Calvinist- , | 

ic, in sentiment, or replete with' all the horrors, » 

and #li tne nonsense, of the high toned Hop. 

kinsian school ; whether, in it, these shall be 

t qualified by an admixture of more truth, or . 

whether it shall be a mere evanescent effu-r 

sion, depends on circumstances the most im- 

. certain, to the majority of worshippers. This 

is an unhappy state of things ; for ifca remedy 

should be speedily sought. 

It would be worth while to spend some la- i 

bor, to ascertain what has been actually dofle 
in this way, to corrupt f eligious.opinion. The 
inquirer should go back to a t&te more an« 
cient than the present age. a^V^tP^^ our W 
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oam country, it ^ peculiarly interesting. It 
hM been said, that " the city of God praent. 
« d no street of purer gold than the New Eng- 
fend Church." It is now a desolation. The 
tude howling* of the worst of heresy,, is the 
WU8 ic at its head. How is the gold become 
dan! Had the sentiments of Dr. Watts, on 
.the doctrine of .the Trinity, and his unhallow- 
ed language respecting the Book of Psalms, 
any influence in opening the door for Socin- 
. ianism? TheMJr's system was a compound 
of Sabellianism, Arianism, and Socinianism. 
His systemnot only denies the eternal sonship of 
Jesus Christ, but also his deity, as he is a person 
- "distinct from the Father. . The acute and pro-' 
•'-. found President Edwards has, in a number of 
arguments^refutW this heresy of Dr. Watts* 
and, at the same time, shown, that it destroys 
a belief in the scriptural doctrine of the Trin- 
ity. According to Watts' hypothesis, it is a 
trinity of names, united in one individual per. 
son, and not of persons in one essence.* 

Did Dr. Watts attempt, directly, or indi- 

• rectly, tojransfuse his peculiar views, on this 

subjegfl^hLhis religious poetry? Some 




think lie introduced it, not very indirectly , «u 
to his imitation of the Psalms. Considering 
the strong propensity of man to propagate hU 
sentiments, it would, indeed, be strange, if be 
did not attempt it. It is a fact, not admitting 
of doubt, that where Ms compositions were 
first, and have beenlongest,used, in the P sari mo. 
dy of the Church, Socinianism has made the 
most extensive progress. Error has its pow- 
er as well as truth, and like it, it presses to 
consistency. Dr. Watts rejected the bible 
doctrine of the Trinity ; he cannot be suppo- 
sed, intentionally, to contradict his settled prin- 
ciples, in any of his poetic compositions ; hi* 
imitation and hymns, with all their perfections 
•and imperfections, were adopted in the psalm- 
ody of many Churches, to the exclusion of 
scripture songs ; among those Churches the 
Sociman heresies have extensively spread.-— 
Vfhit is the connexion, in New England, be* 
.tween these composures of Dr. W*tts, and 
the existing opposition to orthodox doctripe ? 
I leave this question to be answered by them, 
whom it more immediately concerns. What- 
ever otheft may imagine, to mj^Bfens de~ 




serving of attention.* God once said of F 
phraim, He is joined to his idok let him 
In avenging sin,, he frequently y\ 
itt&l crime with spiritual plagues. Mypeofiu, 
would not hearken to myvvice ; and Israel would 
none of me. SoIgavethemuptotheir<nmhearts r 
to&ts ; and they walked in their own cow$els.\ 
These, brethren, area summary of therea-* 
sons, by which I justify the continued use 
qf inspired soogs, in jirc Psalmody of the 
Church, in ftefereace t» human composures 
however cxeelLentv We have seen that they 
>pere given to the Church of God, by his owi* 

• The progress of error is gradual, and often tfr ca s w A 
friends of troth prepare the way for heresy. The pxesent ea> 
tensive denial of the eternal Sonebip of Jeans Christ, is to be 
viewed in this tight* Destroy the faith of the church in the; 
eternity of hi» filiation, and she wilt soon deny the eternity- of 
his person* Tb»niietairfcisjQal acumen of most pK>f«s»b»% «*H 
not enable th.em.to distinguish between *on*bip and personality*. 
The standards of the Pr^ajrortan chinches, teach, <*at<« the 
Son is eternally begotten nf the Father," and that the personal 
property o( the Son is to- bi begotten of the Father, besstop 
thejtovoea/ property and you destroy the pcrsvn; If the per- 
sonal property be not eternal, the person is not eternal. $scab • 
lish the former, and the latter will follow of course. To beat* 
down the doctrine of the Savior's eternal JHiation % the weight of 
the influence at Andover is directed. The names of Drs. 
Morse, £mmons, and Griffin, stand conspicuously recorded, 
as avowed enemies of the truth, on this point. They mean not 
to deny the divinity of their Redeemer % yet their principle 
leads thatwsjsv and, we have reason to fear, their disciples will 
be moreeJ^HtoalY wrong than themselves. See their re- 
commefl^^^^K work of RevM Ethan Smith of Hopkin- 
ton, N. JL^^^^Hracter of Jesus Christ, and the Trinity. 

t ft 
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t< $hority f and were wed with his approbation. 

the Ajpf^ a ? d h * ins P i rtd messengers, 
sen&p^^^Sa^ ^^ use » did by numer- 
otis circumstances, whose language is not ea. 
*tfy misunderstood, recommend them to- our 
respect, and pious veneration,— The matter of 
these songs is divine, and admirably adapted 
to the purpose of evangelical praise — They 
are, better than the best compositions of unin- 
spired men ; they are the word of God,— and 
have been always dear to tWfcfcaints— The 
propriety of using hying*: o£ hum»n compo- 
sure, in the sanctuary of God, to say the leasts 
is dpubtfijh The most prominent advocates 
pf such hymns, in recommending them, and 
in vindicating their claims, have spoken **K 
proachfully of an important portion of the sa- 
cred Word — The tendency of their admis- 
sion, too, is most unpropitious to the purity of 
religion, and the peace of the house of God. 




£ETT ER V, 



OBJECTIONS CONSIDERED. 

*8ertfiture onrvnly rule. * Col. S. \ &. considered. -Dr- 
rx*ndawntxrc4. Jfav mercies require a new song. 
Book of Psalms abrogated. Cannot be sung in truth. 
Wai/ sing a* veil as iir*y< inmtr <mn wrtf*. Bmk 
of Psalms obscure. Inadequate, Modem hymns msrc 

T favorable to revivals. More elegant in diction. Watts 
' had as good a right 1 1& thake Psalms us David. 



Dear Brethren, 

THAT «• The scriptures of the Old arid 
New Testaments, arethe otily rule to direct us 
how we may glorify God, and enjoy. him for. 
ever," is an article of the Protestant creed. — 
In matters of faith and religious worship, to 
the law and to the testimony, our appeal is 
made. By the decision of the Holy Ghost, 
speaking in and by the scriptures, is the claim 
of the Book of Psahns sustained, to its place 
in the Psalmody of our Zion. This is enoifgh ; 
it matters little what ingenuity may be display- 
ed in order to set 4side that decision ; upon it 
the faith of the christian should f epose. Those 
who contend for its banishment, and theadop* 
"tion °* JH^ttfS) ean be justified only by "pas. 
ia S €s *BBPT ture which contain direct pre- 

L 2 
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cept, flak) undoubted example, or at least some 
established principle, from which their conclu- 
sion necessarily flows — we cannot be content* 
ed with gratuitous assumptions, or ingenious 
analogies, which have nothing to support them 
but human authority. We must have a war- 
rant decided and Clear ; a warrant which would 
be indubitably and satisfactory, if all books, 
excepting the Bible, were banished from the 
Church.' '% Such is the demand, suctuare the 
sentiments of a fine writer, when contending 
against the claims of Episcopacy. I adopt 
them as mine, when contending against the 
substitution of a human, for an inspired sys/ 
tem of religious songs. And I shall be satis- 
fied with an express command of God, with an 
approved example, or with a conclusion which 
necessarily flows from an established princi- 
ple> authorizing such substitution. But with 
less> no well directed conscience can rest.-— 
Sophistry however acute, and pretension 

however arrogant, will not be satisfactory.* 

■ -i *. ■ ■ 

J MiJIer's Letters, 

• It is affirmed, that,i«-Col III: 16, and in the parallel scrip- 
torts, we have indubitable evidence of the divine right of 
psalms, hymns, add spiritual songs, of hur^MjgMtopsure s tb* 
mordofCbritt, ttyu is, according to a very ^^^^■sition, the 
gospel, or writings of the New Testamtnt^H^Htly. must 
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Wh<$ber a human system of psalms has a 
higher claim than these can give, is now the 
subject of inquiry • 

The following very extraordinary demands 
are made of the friends of scripture Psalms in 
the <?htfrch's worship ; and it seems to be ad* 

initted, that, if these demands were satisfied, 

» 

dwell in us richly, and that with a refeieiice to our mutual itn. 
provement, which is effected, by teaching one another* in the 
tinging of psalms, hyms, and spiritual songs ; which composi- 
tion*, not being found in the old, must be drawn", from, and 
formed according to the doctrines of the gospel, found in the 
New Testament > for there alone t tbe noordofChtht, which is to 
constitute the great matter of these compositions, is robe found, 
being expressly distinguished by the Apostle, in writing to the 
Hebrews, from all former revelations, f 

To these assertions I make the following replies ; and yon 
will justify me in remarking, in the first place, that it is nqt 
true that the " word of Christ " or the gospel, is confined, ex* 
tluwmely. to the writings of the New Testament, -One who 
.well understood what ihtgtspel was, informs us, that it was 
preached unto Abraham^ ; and, that, to the Antedeiuvians, th* 
righteousness of faith, of which Noah was both an heir and a 
preacher, was made known; to them Christ by his Spirit 
preached in the day of forbearance, though now they occupy 
the place of imprisoned spirits.^ If the Spirit of Christ preach- 
ed to them, one would reasonably conclude, they enjoyed the 
revelation of tbe word ofCbriet* We are also certified, that the 
gospel was preached to the Israelites in the wilderness— c7n*> 
ut viae tbe gatpel preached a* well at unto tbem^ How could 
these writers presume to assert, that ■* where the Apostle writes 
immediately to the Jews themselves, he expreuty distinguishes 
tbe word qf Cbri'tt from all former revelations, made by Moses 
and the prophets"—" distinguishes the gospel from ail the reve- 
lations of the divine will in the old testament/ 9 — when that A- 
postle informs those very people, and in that same epistle, that 
the gospel, in " the revelation of the divine will, in the eld tea- 
lament," was preached to their fathers ? May not a suspicion, 

t Sec LjflBnfc9—2£er«/tf4. J: Gal. 3. 8- 

1 Heb. SEP* 1 to 3. 18-30. 3 Pet* 2. 5. y Heb. 4. 2. 



*he> habits ^ef iil^ii^ s<>ng% w^rild^be ttlotst 
probable. We shaft hear the « dmmmcte, ?&& 

amine them with candor, attd>«9&£p> ttera *if 
-possible. 

To maintain, itis said, ihectetaurf the scrip* 

4ure psalms, it should be ihewn, that &&wm& 

of Christy of which tile Apostle speaks^ Cok 

without «ifctfa^y ,*«!•♦, »haritreff;^rlrtf*WFS« ; *iid fcd* it ttnV 
ra te, aro TioTJees in the knowledge ofWhat thegospd is ? Bill, 
m*Vt-T 7 age of *e Church. 'fathers have been found, under* 

**mdmg neither vtbat tbtyeaid, mrtobertdftbey ajfi+toed. ; 
My second remark is this « it is gratuitous to assert, that hi 
the XHd Terasacn*' scriptures, fsafo*. byinn*, and gpifirual 
iwy*, are not to be fraud. This is a pitiful play on wwrds.— 

«A little mute sense on the parr of some, and a linle more mod*. 
eaty on thai of others, teaching ihvm not* to presume too far 

+n human ignovance, would induce hem robe ashamed of such. 

*a4tty tricks. See a following n«te on rhis subject.— 

My third remark is on the text v Col. 3. 16. It appears to 

tfce both mitandemood and misapplied. Duties highly impor- 
tant, aud th^ mwaiiti of performing them, are enjoined. They 

-are tJiiee .• An intimate and extensive acquaintance with the 
doctr toe of C brtst , Let the word of Cbrirt a\ell in you t icbly— 
. "!"3 r*W°li«s •*«* osiers edification ; In allvisdbm, teaci^ 

«a£w^|WfMptfliilf^ with proper. 

>*r8pc«Uw>woftieart, in <he use of psalms, hymns, and spirli- 

4HH tongs; In fitaJmt, and bymnt, and spiritual song*, urging 

<m*Hr grace in j<mr heart to the Lord The celebration, of .the di- 
vme perfections, in *u it a bit songs, wisely teaching and admon- 
lihiagoae acootor, are*4titie# demanded by God rand, that to 
discharge these duties bright, requires an extensive acquaint- 
ance with ihetiRspiftd page, our Apostle teaches, and the 

vcnriatiaft r&adtty acknowledges ; but the scripture under consid- 
etauon, neirticr requires the members cf the church to com- 

.mence hymn tnakett, nor authorizes the use of suctt, in the. 
church, when wade. Psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs , 
are, indeed, to be sung; but whether these must be inspired, 
«r may be uninspired, whether from the ohL-ntXrom the new 
tciumcm, we must elsewhere leaft>. dn^Bfcpbims, this 
text is silent. The attempt to justify tf^Hftion of the 
book of paalnu, and the introduce ion cf'lHKed fcjmos, 
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'iS. 16. was so peculiarly restricted to the 
Psalms of David; as to exclude from being 
any part of that word, what was spoken by 
himself, and bis Apostles ;— that it is usual for 
the Apostle Paul to call the psalms of David, 
psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs /—that our 
instructions, in these psalms and hymns, should 
,bc draws, notfrom the discourses of the Sav- 
ior and his Apostles; but from the old testa- 
ment psalms ;— and that the whole worship of 
the old testament* songs of praise included, 
Was expressly offered up to the Father, through 
Christ But these things can never be proved. 
The very reverse of them is the truth, f 

Such are the bulwarks, by which the ene- 
mies of our sacred songs defend themselves. 

from these injunctions of the sacred writer, argues a remark* 
able perversi y of intellect, not excused, even by <he unhappy 
punctuation of our version. I have sai4 unhappy punctuation i 
for " through bad pointing ibis verse is not very intelligible t 
the several members Af it should be distinguished thus: Let the 
dictrinc of Christ dwell richly among y*u/ teaching apd admon* 
ishing each other in all wisdom; singing , with grace in yewr 
heart* unto the Lord, in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs -~ 
This arrangement the original will not only bear i but it abso- 
lutely requires it, and is not sense without.it "* Still, it mast be 
seen, that no pointing, however bad, can give any countenance 
to a human, in preference to an : inspired system of psalms.— 
Whether the argument upon which X have animadv-rtd, mer- 
its a better character than "gratuitous assumption" I le*v« tt 
my reader to (bride • 

# Vide Dr^jHBce's note on the place. 

f LftUa'4 ijSRKrie, Pref.Page, Q, 7- - 



To the first of tile above demands, I reply • 
that die restriction of the word of * Christy ex- 
chisirely, to any part or divine revelation, is 
no article of our creed. As the Redeemer is 
the prophet and teacher of his Church, and the 
Rght of the World, we consider the whole dis- 
covery of the divine will to man, to be madd 
by him.* The Spirit of th£ Lord spake by 
tfte 9 f said the inspired minstrel of Israel, when 
about to leave the sanctuary below, and join 
in the song of the Church of the firstborn a- 
bore. The Holy ixhost spake by. the mouth of 

B<wtd,t says an Apostle of Jesus. The Holy 

* ... • 

Ghost who !>poke by David and other mspir* 
ed messengers of old, was the Spirit of Christ— 
The Spirit of Christ which was in them — testi- 
fied beforehand the wffiermgs of Christ md thtt 
glory that should fo8ow>\\ He who dictated 
the whole canon of scripture, is the Spirit of 
Christ ; imd the *acted volume is the Savior's 
word. The inspiring Spirit dwelt in the 
Church's Head,, he actaaled the prophets, he 
inspired the Apg&tks ; in all its ages, he act- 
ed urafer the economy 6f grace ; at the head of 
that economy, in those ages, st^fcthe Son of 
•jok. 1.18. t i^m*m% \f«*.Wm %*#*i*tu 
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God, as our Mediator; ws is the revpjatinn. in 
our Bible. It is the word of Christ* Let ajfl 
who deny this take their. future stand,, at least 
with the semi- infidels ©four day, and, on that 
ground, they shall be met The songs of 
scripture* -whether found in the Old, or in the 
New Testament^ are the word of Christ,* . 

I reply to the second demand ; that it is 
feir in us, if psahns, hymns, and spiritual 
songs, be really found in the Bible, to conclude, 
that the Apostle intended them, rather thaa 
die imperfect effusions of well designing men. 
Now, let the objectors tell us the specific qual- 
ities by which these compositions are distin- 
guished, and we shall present them ,wjth spe- 
cimens of eacli, in the Book of Psaims. Or? 
if they please, a reference to the original de- 
fltominations of these songs, might probably 
aflortl satisfactory information^ It is not pleas- 

lwtiff fo "? w,n S <«ecl*ration, which every minuter of the 

Xetf «,n«il™T, e, ' cy ^. nmn: " Chria ex.cuteth the 
r*f f ~ »>f 'op"", -m hi* revealing to the church, in all •»-*? 

wnoie wm ot fcrod J— This tnpports what I have advanced 
wh.le lt contradict, that on which I animadvert. Bdv * w * U ' 
t Larg. Cat. Q. 43. .«»»«"• 

tJJ k t^''^-Mt tmd 'I**™* ««»*• R »"*»» b*« k been 
found .that • wri«aveptewmed more on the ignorance and 
credulity of thefTreadew, than in the confidence with which it 
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ant to call arguments, of the description notir 
• under consideration, by an appropriate name;* 
The reply, to the third requisition in the ob- 
jection — requiring us to show, a that our in-' 
atractionsv in these songs, should be drawn, 5 
exclusively, from the old testament Psalms"— * 
is, in part, anticipated. I only remark furthter ; 
that the whole word of God is profitable; the 
more extensive and correct our acquaintance 
with it is, the better will we be furnished for 
every good work. Let the word of Christy 
whether found in the one testament, or in the 
other, dwell richly in us, and our teaching and 
admonitions will be better directed, and of 

h assumed, that, when the scripture makes' mention of hymns 
ondtpiritual songs, human composures, and not those of divine 
inspiration, must be intended. These teachers should havt 
•hewn, that, among the songs of the Bible," none correspond- 
tag to the denomination of kymns, and spiritual songs, could be 
found. A more summary mode has been adopted s simple as- 
sertion, which, if not so satisfactory, is undoubtedly more easy. 
Although, in the esposi* ion of these terms, among reputa- 
/ We writers, there are some rain t shades of difference; yet all 
unite in opposition to the idea, that a bymn, and spiritual *ong t 
mu*t mean uninspired compositions. It may be gratifying to 
mf reader to have the sentiments of a few characters, of lite- 
rary reputation, on the subject. 

s Hear, in the first phce, the sentiments of Calvin. <f J f salmi 
•ays he, is that species of composition, in the singing of which^ 
a musical mstnnnettt besides the tongue was employecT.— 
Hymn* aresonjfs of praise, sung either with a voice elevated Or 
low. Spiritual songs, are such psalms as contain , not only pr*ir 
aes, but also exhortations, ana) otfctr ai£umtftt§. f '* 

• Comment, on the Epistles,^. 709, '^ 



oom» me efficient; and the betttt wBI wt 
k* qualified, Uxoyto sing with the understand- 
N£ \ We*e. the weft, who employ this style o? 
objection,, better acquainted with the lessons 
Of da* inspired volume, we should nbt hear 
from thepi >l»giiag*t so very unguarded . 

To the fcarch demand I answer, that the 
*&& Worship of the Church of God, since the 
wteltffion of the first promise of mercy to man, 

Mr. Brenn, of Haddington, says, M When fsalitu, hymns f 
m4+pkriimliongt f are mentioned together, fitalms may denote 
su?h as were song on instruments ; bymnt such as contain, only 
matter of prafee-i nn&cpmtual song** soeh as contain doctrines, 
history, and prophecy, for men's insuuetion."* 

Or. LoWth. observes, that the Greek translators might very 
properly have given the title of Hymns to the Book of Psalms, 
as ihatwwd agree* ttJBch rftoreeiatriy with the Hebrew title 
Tsai&aiM, than- that which they have 'adopted < V Y As speci- 
mens ef die Idyltium or bymn of the Hebrew peefry, he selects, 
Psalmt, 78th, 104th, 185tVl06tft, iWto, 13©\h, and 139th — • 
4DiMhe Ht brew word, s hi*, and "the Cfreefc word odb, the Dr. 
also remarks; ••both these words have exactly the samepbw* 
«r and signification. 9 * odb* which we reader by- the word*ety; 
ia that employed by the Apostle, Cot 3>> 1$. As specimens of 
the Hebrew ode or song, he refers to psalms 2, S, 77, 91, 133, 
and others. In the tsbilim vnotsitiniK of the Hebrews, 
Pr. Lowth could readily. find the i>jmn and wwjf, though men 
of more noisy preUnsuraej could discover neither the one nor 
the otter. 

Drt Blair when treating of the different eVnomfoatione-of 
odW, observes, " First, sacred odes \ Sjrmn* addressed to God, 
•or composed on religious subjects. Of this nature are the 
JPtalmtdfDavhtt which exhibk to us this species of lyric poet* 
ly, in its highest degree of perfection."! Again, says he, " A» 
aaph, Heman, and Jedutbun, were the chief director a of the 
music s and from the titles' of some psaimr,- it would appear 

• Diet of the Bible, f» L*oM»*i on Sacred, Poetry, p. 402. 
| Lect .on Rhet. vol. 2» p, 272. 

M 
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lias be*n conducted through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ. The Church of Ood, in eyery 
age, \%,one; the covenant of graced one; the 
Mediator hone; and to the church of old he 
was as really revealed, as he is to the church 
at this day ; and was, by her believing mem- 
bers, as really conEded in for salvation, as by 
the saintsof New Testament times. Thetb- 
ject of worship has always been the same, and 
the great medium of access, the Son of God, 

as Redeemer, has likewise been the same 

There is not salvation in any other. How, 
then, can it .be denied that the " Old Testa- 

^ t ^ 7 H Cr ?* , f «^* wc ««P««"rf^«ii# or sacred /*>- 
S^vL H e H Ur \ h K r 8a ^ 8 - , : The "cwd poetry .» distinguEh- 
ed by the h,ghest beauties of strong* concise, bold, and figura- 

flil P JT° n rT°^ mIish h * j w «« r y » W*i " the Sect 
of felse delicacy."-" The .tyle of the poetical book, of the <S 

3ZTT l ^? nd * c «y l « of ■» «^er poetkaj works.fer, 
wJ^£ i ?^T?^ lt .. l,tto bur " ^»Piratioii.-lThe 
SRM * 1S l ° wwidcrcd ** a cWtion of %- 

May net the Hebrew; dmfoci ion, of the sacredsongs. con i«. 
pond wiih /v<j/»m, bymns t and spiritual songs? tmili*. 
firaiset— The title of the Book of Psalms, which, as Dr. Low th 
observes, might be properly translated hymns: Mismoum 
poemtt •' A pot & k called in Hebrew; Mizm*r>— It is thus 
called in reference to the verse and number.™ shirlm smtrs 
Here are Hebrew denominations of the sacred poetry, eX*!* - 
correspond,^ to the ijym^aem,, or psalms mdJgs&Fxh* 
New Testament. Why ihey are d«ignaitd ^V/*i/,Ss easy 
to know frcm their comma, the subject matter is sphitual* 
Oie glory and works of God, ihe graces and exetcises of the 
soul. But on this subject, among men of sense, whose minds 
are superior to the littleness of a trick, there is no dispute, 
f P. 209. If Do. p. 302-3 11. • Lowth. * ' •' 
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ment worship was conducted in the name of 
the Lord Jcsu&" — or, in trdth be said—* 4 the 
very reverse appears to be the truth" — and then 
assert— •" the Old Testament Church had no 
access to God, but through priests and sadrifi. 
ces."* With the same degree of truth, may* 
it be said, that the New Testament Church 
has no access to God, but through ministers, 
and sacraments, Sec* The ordinances of wor- 
ship, under the old and new dispensations, ate, 
indeed, not precisely the same ; but whatever 
the rites of worship were, or now are, the me- 
dium of acceptance has been, and will ever be, 
the same. This was not unknown to the Is* 
raelkish saint. He was taught, that sacrifice 
and offering God did not desire ; these were 
at all times shown, to be inadequate to the dis- 
play of Jehovah's grace and glory — The pious 
Jew understood his SaviorV voice, when he 
proclaimed, Lo ! I come: in the volume of the 
Book it is written ofme % I delight to do thtf 
toift O my God R t 

• I,atta, Pref. p. 7. || Ptak 40. 6, 7. 8. Heb. 10 5-9. ' 
t Iter, on thii subject, the language and doctrine of all iho 
Pmbvtrrian churches, "Reljgioui worahijx it to b? given to 
G id. Fattier, Son. and Holy Ghoet;— and, aincc the fall, not 
vtitboutz Mediator ; nor in "the mediator of anjr other, but of 
Cbntt aUne:*% Ttioae who subscribe /hit •'form of toqnd 

f Conf. of faun, Chap. 21.2. 
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< Whether oc not the sentiments couched **, 
«nd expressed by *f he language of the ©bjeotion, 
be worthy ofchiislian regard, I leave to the 
christian to decide; confident m the mean 
time, that, m the xpoment of serious reflexion, 
He wiil. ^uotctmtcixd, Aaftthe word qf€hristsi% 
welusiyely, restricted to the writings of the 
New Testament; that 2mlm, *nd Hymns, 
and Spiritual Songs, «are not to be found in 
the volume of inspiration ; that the Apostle 
enjoin* it on. all or on ma^ of the members of 
the. Church, to commence hymn maker* for 
her public . worship ; or, that there was some 
©tier way of access to God, for Old Testament 
pailktB, than by. his Son, as Med iatoiv* Argu- 

words'* ought to understand it, and understanding it, they ought 
Hoc to contradict it . The attempt to puzxle, for a rnomenf, 
an opponent will nor justify us in teaching, that there has been, 
for sinners* a way of access to God, besides Joins Christ ; ani, 
more especially, when it is considered, that such doctrine con* 
radios, in no very courtly ntatartr, bath die express word <ii 

G^d* and the aymbol to which we have pledged our vow* 

«, i • .... 

'* Before I dismiss this subject* 1 would, once more, call the 
Spader's attention fro tbi&ptunt^OA wbiGfc, the a<4v*>c»<es**£'0*fr 
(it tie bymn book*, expend no small portion of their breath ; it is 
thu> expressed by Mr Freeman: " There i% *o\pssiia of Ha* 
vii, in which we are directed to approach Gad in the du»y of 
prase and thanksgiving, ferJJteipttuHar btraMoga ofrtlie g6s* 
pel, m ih name *>f Jesu» Christ, "f Whs*, jane tk* ^ecwkwrblea-* 
Si hg»pf vhe gospnl I Are they not the re dewt p i ton oi ike scMnVtf 
iicw .heart, patdon of sin>-communroa stub God, ao4 MiMenw 
of u -btesved Jntraortalhjr * He tmintm&trii**<f€ty tiAtfudf>*me 

f £recipaiW Distbwse, pf 6, arid fiantfi ttt i* p, T . 
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tttents bf We' fdlltowing description, cover the 
jiages of the opj>efcers of our Bible songs : — 
- Under every dispensation ofQed, new favors 
haw demanded and obtained a new song- of 
praise r as *ft *hs ease of Israel at the red sea ; 
that of Deborah and Barak, of David and the 
prophet* mider the Old "Testament; and, un- 
der the New Testament,: the instances of Ze- 
charias, Elizabeth, Mary,- Simeon, and Anna, 
are ait ia point/ ; The special providences 
-whicfc passed over them, authorized a. special 

it- 

song. • We must foltew their ^examples; or be 

glinted whh the Book of PsaHrrs, Who cannot find these sub- 
jects in its page*. It may be worth while to ask some of our 
friends, who chime so frequently and so long, on the words-, 
V' offering praise in the name 4 C6ri*t»v?hxt they precisely in- 
tend by the expression. Is it, that,. from a sense of our anwot- 
Ihtness, and out ef .gtatttude; to pod fo* all bis beifcftis* we 
approach his throne through he mediation of the savior ; and 
viewing *hat Savior, as placed at ihe'h^d qf the econonjy of 
salvation, out of regard to his. authority, receive and observe 
feis institutions s thus exercising* in all oar*, deportment* a .ha- 
bitual reliance upon him for acceptance, before the Father, as 
fit sustains the claims of the Godhead 1 Views, and exercise* 
such as these, tun through, and constitute, the spirit of the Book 
«f Psalms- Nothing less-would be cenaistent wit h the system 
of Graces the Holy Ghost, who operated' upon the hearts of 
the subjects of grace, and* indited those' spiritual songs, under- 
stood well the senetns of mercy •, and on no other scheme cbuld 
lie direct them to God. But will it fte contended, that the ex* 
press vvprds* and. letters, constituting the sounds, in tie name of 
yetus, or Jor Cbtits 1 take, .are necessary to evangelical bongs 
«$ pta>s*J How msay, I demand, ;tof tb .«e imitation* and 
bynv** which have succeeded in banishing the inspired Psalms, 
becau&eof this suppoSecsdefecty have supplied it? Cetitu the 
number., and tell us how many %. thtn stone for the quibble by, 
»t leas^, a. secret Moth oFgeitcio*s sh* me. 
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destitute of appropriate matter tif praise* Thu$ 
they dMaim, and they call it argument But 
will it Mar examination ? . I submit the follow- 
ing remarks. :i 

. According to the spirit of this objection, as 
every new favor demands a new song, a psalm 
whether of divine or human compoiwfaon, can 
be only once appropriately used. This, how- 
ever/ our objecting friends do not act upon 
themselves ; for they use the same hymn of: 
tener than once; though no two circumstan- 
ces be precisely the same. Consistency, q» 
the principle of the exception, would lead to 
the preclusion of a psalm > or hymn book alto* 
gether. Every day brings its new mercie?, 
and of course should bring its new song.— 
Nay ; every individual has bis special favors 
and should produce his special hymn ! But 
disorderly asZiori now is, still more disorder*, 
ly would her assemblies be, were our brethren 
consistent with themselves. * 

The objectors should prove that such exl 
pressions of devout sensibility, as those of : Ze* 
>charias> Mary, &c.were intended to be introda* 
ced as models,' according to which, our New 
Testament Ziob should, iu future times, be su p- 
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plied wWhaacijed gangs. This has been said* 
and with xronfidciKe too ; tjut it has not been 
proved. No person doubts that gratitude is 
due, on the reception of divine mercies, or» 
that this devout feeling should be suitably- ex. 
pressed $ but, certainly, this proves nothing 
for a human, system, or collection of saugs in 
our public praise. Again, observe, <tba t 

Those who composed the public songs of 
Zion^ were, not only inspired ; but were also 
under the special influence of the Spirit of in- 
spiration, in that service. Their composi- 
tions weris accordingly, not only embodied with 
the sacred scriptures ; but were also distinct* 
ly collected into a Book of Psalms.. When our 
modest brethren shall have substantiated then- 
claims to similar qualifications and appoint* 
ments, it will be soon enough for us to confess 
the legitimacy of their productions, to a place 
beside, or above, the scripture songs.. I de- 
mand a proof from, the word of God v that, with » # 
olivine approbation, * hymn of human compo- 
sure wtfs, under afeydispensatioff of grace, ad- 
mitted into the Psahpody omhe Church* Let 
the friends of innovation i establish this, or tell 
us, how they will free themselves from the 



ih&gc? tfabikig advfcctftes >4t ' «4ft^6rtlfcipv 
Ag^iri,itfe«i^»ebject«d; ..»"..;■• 

•*' the scfiphn^ fsatotti dtv atotgated*: thfey 
<were adapted to the -ceremonial rhfcs, afid *0 
intimately * connected wkh, arid'^fo&rt&d df 
them, that thfcy have no being beyond ihe^oecr 
remomal in&lttjtions themselves. TW faot, 
that the Old Testament Church had'**form of 
t*saltnody adapted to her state, proves that we 
should have one- suitable to the condition of 
the New Testament dispensation. 
^ This objection, as- Dp; Rid^ety shews us in hfe 
system of Divinity, sets aside the rctoding of \hc 
Book of Psalms in our day ;' for if it be unfit ibi" 
us to sing it,, it is no less so to read it. There is 
no cs^fm/ difference between the dispositions 
*rf mind, requisite* to <readirtg vm& smging.-l* 
The same ends. are, substantially, to'be sought 
by the one and the other! Nay, every part of 
•scripture* whether of Old or New Testament, 
that tfljpdes id the peculiar .forms of Isfaelitish 
worship") must be expunged asuflphritaible. 
Jesus as tho*h&mb of God, and as the bread of 
life ; .Christ as 6m pmss&qer % sacrificed for us$ 
as our* High Priest, having entered within the 
vail ; artd the representation of our .de voiiqns, 



I *i 3 

as ttvT^*a<**^* qfimdto God^aawtaUt* 
blotted out, because, betveeea tb*» and an? 
©iwtTit^, these is a oooMxion ; or, because 
ibi^altode.tomode*,^ Fl- 

itted no more. Whatever .tyrcoenhb would 
make in the Book of God, it wouW,becOP*i*? 
ttm with the spirit of the aabjectioir,* 
* It would not be improper to inquire, wbaf 
wjw the coanexian between the*esacred song* 
and the Mosaic rites, and, what is the rcfesjoa 
between the New Testament repftsefotirttans 
of the whole system of grace, and the authors 
«ed practices of the Jc# i&h church. The *e* 
suit of such inquiry would shew, that ihe war* 
Qhipof that church coftt^n^lated tlie Etjmh 
stal Dj- rur as the object ofttaNKfon ; a Me- 

* Although not % B*zteriae* yet wieh pleasure do leoirfes*; 
that the Key. Mr. Baxter, in talent, industry, liberality of sen* 
fimem,M»d piety, had few to equal him. In his Case* tif Con- 
science, he proposes thi. question. * 4 Is^it lawful to use David's 
Psalms i i oar ^ssemblits V* He replies in the affirmative ^ ana 
assign « 'our rewnsibt ihea&sfjrtte/i. He* includes to, ss$iax» 
r * If it br lawful to sing psalns of our own, or our neighbors* 
iftafctog, mwh more o£ Qtfd % 9 nvakiog. hy hi* SpariUrv'Wa 
f.'ophets." He then states the objection which has* with, so 
little thon^lr^hecfi urged to often ftiaoe* *^TJHy>*^iw»w*i 
ahle to all our c-ses, nor to all the assembly.". To this he re- 
rUies** these *en»%rits, "ttsuch solidify as must he fHt by ever} 
candid mind ; *n •« dismisses the subjecjkio th*«e words t" The 
Sectarian fcj ctions against staging fiavid'i Psalms, are*© 
* frivolous jljp 1 wilt not tire the reader with any «i>re." Mr* 
ikwcf- r was nv'bigot. trvsome speculations he was indeed mis* 
taken j bur for tru h he was a sufferer, and itt^wer^in 4kf* 
ltf« of godliness, he well understood. 



$utex 9 asmakimg atonement far sin, the way of 
approaching this object ; the piety of thcf heart, 
expressed in forms divinely prescribed, the on- 
ly acceptable service ; and, that, to those form* 
the scripture songs, refer, chiefly , as the-means 
df exhibiting these fundamental principles of 
If al godliness. These are the great priori- 
pies presented to man, in die writings of the 
New Testament; and, between their descrip- 
tion to the one testament, and delineation in the 
other, .there exists a remarkable correspon- 
dence.* They, are two biases of moral spleiw 
dor combined* shedding their united beams on 
the. extended ay stem' of grace, which could 
UPt be so fairly and impressively seen ' in tlje 
light of any one of them, should the other be 
extinguished. The plaiv of grace ta*>*<?. Both 

testaments embrace the same great principles 
of religion ; the ©Id, as well as the New, tes- 
tifies of Jesus. * It was of the wri ti ngs of M o- 
ses and the prophets he spoke, when he said; 
Search the scriptures — they testify of The. How 
deeply mu*t we deplore, that any ditcipie of 
the Savior should attempt to invalidate this tes- 
timony, or extinguish this light ! GdAyou, y£ 
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friends of the Redeemer, devise itetoetteFWay 
to serve your Lord ? what but an irisupporta> 
bl&cause could require such reasoning as this t 
V The? Church of God in former times had '» 
system of Psalmody givenby divine inspiration, 
adapted to her circumstances ; but it is neces- 
sary that we* should have a system of songs/ 
adapted to the preseiit circumstances of the 
Church ; therefore— what .*— every poet has ** 
a right to niake uninspired hymns for the use- 
of the Church ! This is really the argument - r 

• * 

But who perceives not that it is a bad one* 
The premises do nqt authorize the conclusion. 
. „ The truttf is, tl^Old Testament Psalms are 
Bpffectly suitable to our dispensation, God 
mi his perfectiAs ^re the same ; the graces 
and exercijpofthe saint are substantially the 
same.at all times ; {fee description and expres- • 
' sion of these, by the Spirit of God, we prefer 
to the paintings of uninspired men. If unsuit- 
able, what pity that neither Jesus-nor his apos- 
tles, at any time, jgave the mo&t distant hint of 
this fact; nor did they, so far as we know, at- 
tempt, to supply tfeg defec^ Against is af- 
firmed that 
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dkttvnand/ialwhfiodi for they dsseribe not qua 
case* We cannot i sing in troth* . that we wptt 
otter burnt ojformg** no n call upcm one another/ 
in ptxf wngA to: employ the fosr/*and*he ego** 
£a/ ; while swh offerings era not t6 be madtv 
and such instmn&entsnot tate tttvptogrcd^; , 
What have we to do whtv tbcj dpHvaanoe^ofi 
Ifcmel, th$ victories of IJavki^aiad the worships 
at Jerusalem? . _ , * 

Verily this objactfeft, <Uke- then test, mabes? ' 
sweeping work. \ Haw 4he objectors^ forgot** . 
tetr,.that.Ailscriftwe kpprffc^te? Buttht 
whplc of the above, argwnfet is. •exceptional 
ble, because* at fes v been >hewf>, we nHjt 
sing of wHat is not precis^ ^o*f n case,oth^ 
erwse 2tU coogr^gatcd smgin^m% cease. -^ 
Ii\£fe assembly of: a. thoj^sa^d person^ # hovjr 
Inany of dipt, thousand arc it circumstances,- 
internal and externa^ exactly tjte sarpe ?— * -* 
comparatively^ wr. What does the arguixjent 
lead toda 'such a case ? . Tte| erery one. must 
brittgwps^lm ^pd.a itoctrme auUablc, as he 
suppose^ to tii^own case. ^Then, indeed, we - : 
would find a practice, corresppnding with ithe \ 
sentiments of ouj> objecting brethren ; but, at 
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the same time, a practice condemned by Apos- 
tolic rebuke.' How is it then* brethren, when 
ye come together, every one of you hath a psalm? 
For 'our instruction we may sing the experi- 

• 

ence of others, though ' that be not precisely 
our own. Thus the Congregation of Israel 
sung the drifr.erance of their fathers, and the 
experience of their inspired Psalmists, f in age& 
after the existence of those events. ' In the spi- 
rit of modern objectiofl it might hwe been im- 
pertinently inquired qj our Lord, tn the days 
of his sorrow^ arid"at^bqse,4oo, with whom he 
united in the SQ$nnjtie$ of worship,, what they 
l*d to ^0 with th^ictorics of Darfd, *e <Je r 
Ijfmnce from Egypt, the division of the sea, 
* aid the mqvernAs of the mountains* Mes- 
siah, h#^evet*^hited in tho*e songs ; in sing-. # 
- tag them, he did not suspect any groqndJtor 
efrafging him with uttering a falsehood to his 
God, or practising a contradiction.; »iSrhe sen- 

\ timents of the objection are inadmissible, - \ 
■ Because they destroy correct views O&tfie 

\ Church of God, -and tencl to contract the pbrts 
of her members. JKfce Cbuph #f Jesus is One 
.ancient and extended^ssociation. She is an 
^mortal moral person. : w Em$ fri*ad of Gofl, 
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no matter how remote the age in which he fir- 
ed, is confessed a *memb«r of this illustrious 
Society* Every dispensation of goodness, m^ 
ry act of mercy, to the hu tabids* of her mem- 
ber, she recollects with gratitude. T*he vie* 
torieB they achieved, the blessings they obtain- 
ed; the consolations bestowed u£oft them^ and 
the means of their ac<juisitk>n/she loves tone- 
count; and, with pioiis emotion, blesses her 
God, in tt^ use of those inspired songs, in 
which they are recorded. . Let the bigot, and 
the edd blooded votary of selfishness contract 
their views, and narrow their hearts to the lit- 
tie circles in which they imve ; but ; Mi no g£ 
nerous son of £ion act stfch an ungratefcrt 
part. The religion of his He i» equally ra- 

% fcrable to enlargement ofant^Hect, and expan- 
sion of affection v ket h"» understand it wcll^ 
. and the sympathies of l^js heart will beat in uni- 
son with- the joys and sorrows off the saint, 

* whether he find him in the Arabiah desart, oh „ 
tlWsaercd mpuntains of ttrael, or under the 
witflvvs by the iiva« of Bfcbylori. In *hc 
providtnees of ffcrmer tidies, he will reeogi 
nize a bearing on tb^xistence, the faiths the 
&nsolatiots 3 t^fetopes, and the practice of tl£ 



church, in succeeding days; and* passing 
strange would it be> indeed* if, jn siteh ft case, 
his heart should re mam unmoved, and his lips 
be sealed in silepce. Aod in what language 
would his heart desire to express its sensibili* 
ties, b**t in that of the Holy Ghost ? 

But the ^objection is unfounded : for the 
dispensations to the church, in the days of old* 
were the dispensation of Messiah. He who 
a&eitided on high* after Ws humiliation* was at 
mount SiDai before it.* He it was who is charn 
acterised as the Angel 6f Jehovah's presetted 
lhat saved, redeemed^ bare* and- carried them 
all the day* pf old-\ From the' fall of man, 
thfc Son of God, %s Mediator \ has been the ac* 
tual administrate of divine providence.; Bia 
hand is visible, in all that concerned, or does 
concern, his Church* Though wt do not 
bring, literally, a burnt offering from the foldi 
or frbni die stall, yet we may, and surely diight 
fp 1 bring before God, a f*vetit 2eaf, and aft ar- 
dent love; and, in the exefche of an Unfeigm 
edfafcb, every believer really brings beforts 
liis God, die blood of that ineffably valuable ' 
victim, to which the devout worshipped was 
jpferred, by the sacrificjaf rites of Mbs£s, ah#v 

•Pt.fi8.lMa Eph.4.8. 1 lsa.63. 9. ~" V 
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without reikAce t>n which, he did not" hope 
for acceptance* Since ftith was first found on 
earth, these evangelical sentiments were well 
onderftoid ; hence God inquired, fFiH •/ edt 
the flesh of bulls, or drink the blood of goats * 
He taught his people, that hfc would ffot he 
pleasedwith thousands of rams, no f with ten 
thousand rivers vfoil. Thus instructed, the 
pehitdnt prophet could, while pouring forth the 
tears of grief> sing, Thou delight est not in burnt 
offering, as any atonement for sin. Goiridtlte 
Israelite, without falsehood and contradiction, 
sing these, and similar lines to God ? With as 
easy an exposition, and as true atl'accpmmd- 
dation, can we sing/ thai we will com'e into his 
house/and bring tin offering wilh u&* 

** ■* r • • •• 

• The troth is, bo christian ever felt hit devotion embarrass- 
•d by such a phraseology* When intending to cavil, or to cov- 
er a retreat, to offer such objections, may serve * temporary 
purpose | but withal .It is still below a man of sense, and much 
mort unworthy a man cf piety. Equally trivat is the excep- 
tion, respecting the mention of the mu&ic*! instruments of ihn 
temple worship- Though «e do noi employ the cymbal of 
"the harp, in chanting our solemn song, the namuiy of thetn is 
neiiher imperjinent noi* vain. Thljandeirt use of such* instrn* 
ments, instructs us, that, in celebrating the praises of' Cod,' We 
jjiould call, forth the Voice of melody, as expressive of afrVQ* 
tionswell attuned to the delightful exercise. And may£ot 
the christian, a* consistently sing rhese pontons o( holy sQpg, 
as the Jew did" in his synag jgoe, where an instrument of music 
•was not employed i or, as the Israelite, in his dwelling, who 
never owned an *>rgan, and whose hand never touched the 
Biting* of a harp ! And, at any rate, this objection ensues, with 
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^Thc^ause, indeed, must be very bad, where 
determined advocates cannot find somethii>gj 
«>,say. . That ,what has no great plausibility, 
wiH dtm suocccd in persuading a previously 
Mined mind, *& been long remarked ; .and 
: the, rpm*rk wi4 probably find an illustration, 

i* W regaining V^m^. / w ^ / .>^!f 
bridBy review. k : ; , t 

," It U asked, ,," Since we, in prayer, ftnpky 
• ow: own compositions, why not, do the same uf 
9 ur song* of 'praise?" I reply, because % ca- 
s^ arc^^imiiar* Pray e^nd praise are dts- 
UBQt ontfnanGes. There4s .not thp same ne- 

&*ti-*P* liturgy tf.PW* ^f^AS 
^sy^tea^of, ^acredsoqgs ; >ve ^an have ^qci^l 



no very great degne* of *9i»fet?«cy» 6«n&;jw */*«^»M„ 

friends, who direct ihe music of their beloved hymns, with the 




Before thine altar. Lord, . 

My harp and song sh»U sonnS ' J ' ! IUi 

The glories f)f thy word. \ «av 

Comparatively few of the psalm* of inspira*ioti , spea* in 

Oie typical languac* of the 09 Teatamew u\sU^nt| S n| v |« 

that language in those few, by no mean* renders fhem ohscurt 

lo the christian, who is duly conversant wjth \pk Jtfye*.yJ%gi 

tru?h», "The writers of the'New Testament, wrote^ in the 

idiom of the synagogue ."f The phraseology iMlW <* **3f» 

raelitish nation, clothed in Greek words. " ^he figure jn the 

Psalms is that .which is pecpliar to the H*bricw lat>fcM*w« 

which the Sgure gives its meaning with as much perspicuity 

*» the plainest sp^ecli:• '—Moncty. "* ' * "• i « ° 

,* fymfirik ^ * .•>.,. i. ■ .. i ' ill do ;! 



grayer wiihdut a prescribed Aito, but ntt-ao* 
cial sihging of ptti st . Agsrift , Cbd 4ia* not 
Men meet to appoint, at afty flute, ibr dkrst* 
jfed' us$ ofhis church, a bbbk df flfrajfekr biff 
Delias given an inspired boot dt Jteafar, iwtf 
Jrytyhs, and spiritual tongd. >Ap&, 'htifty, ofcfe 
serve/that the Lord ha» pfomised Ms! Spirit^ 
as .the Spirit of supplications, to help tfcekriW 
mities khis saftedfifetf om$, trhoiteither knfcw 
libw to pray, riot for What to pttjv ** &*fr* 
ought; but on the pagfc of irtspifatibnihtrdti 
no promise of aid frorii his Spirit, in the tibtir* 
position of a book of hytnnd, for the pabtitt 
st^viceofbischiirch, Thia seetps to i Atirtati; 
that to such a work he proposed not to call a* 
«y 6f her ac*w These three remarks satisfy* 
me^upon the subject, what shall satisfy thesd 
who adopt the other side* of the qu^tfion, is/wf 
for me to decide. 

M 'ghfi'vHpposed tftctirtip &/ t h& Book of 
ffyfyfr, M alleged as a taMNi/Mt tfcpr&tinti 
if tfu? mtidtrn hymi book, fa this argument 
tttcit is undoubtedly sotne trtith; yet it proves 
but little, 'the hymn tod of the modern pow 
it, however swelled it may be, has infinitely 
less meaning than the Book of Psakns $ it ite- 



cjtthfesr fas ihtetiedt and industry to tented ifttd 
i ts spirit ; 1*3 acquaintance With thr* truths, 
pro^dfertce, and gtace of God, %& understand 
ft > J ajtd much less perfection to coffle up tofittf 
flfct flto ds, than do the stings of inspiration. Btrf 
tkkiargmrtetJt goes mttch too- far. Whatever 
forfeit has in setting aside the Bodk erf Psalms, 
from Its "primary use, wfll operate no less pov*. 
wfuMy against the whole Bible. One of our 
modem evangeliaera might, perhaps* befound 
capable of furnishing the world with a system 
of diviaityv theoretical and practical, much 
ttbre easily understood that* the writirtgfc 6f 
iteOldendNeftrTesttmehte; and, probably; 
by emptoying m> ambiguous phraseology, and 
**a charitable latitude" of meaning, there might 
be tn it little, if any things found contrary td 
the; word of truth. What would be thought 
of substituting such a system in place of the 
Bible ? This W^ild, airin the ease of the Bbok 
of Psalms, silptrteda «H the latore of cxposii 
lion. Ma. freeman* disapprove ^lecturing 
»pon*n inspired Psalm, in order to a singing 
of it with understanding. He prfcfera tho&fc 
H psalms wbith catty the explicit idn in thenar 
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selves ThU elcfftKawioI| : UJ5i^eIl, ,, J*?. *|jra, 
" in tite version, fiuwtation ?) of Br. "Vy&tts^ 
If, then, an imitation of the Bible, of more ou 
sy comprehension than the Bible iteetfVc^ii be 
found, why not acjopt it, in piac$ 9$ that a^*. 
terious an*j inspired Book ? If the above r:qfr- 
son has any weight, it would lead the man who 
consistently pursues it, to the result now. sta* 
ted.* ., 

•It discovers no stroll degree of sliattown?** to **#•#*** &*> 
Messrs. Freeman, Baird, and others, that, to sing a paraphrase, 
is preferable to singing an inspired song, aftt* miking tipVnt ft 
an expository lecture* The lecturer or paraphrast, whether he 
communicates his exposition from the pulpit or tne press, may 
vrr, may mistake the spirit of the text, may cmlv coriwmintease 
apart cf its meaning, and at best can only profess to aid in mi- 
demanding ii ; is it not, then, better sttJI to retain/the te*t- Me 
is nncarrupr, still retains its spirit znd plenitude ofmeawng, and; 
from it, the taint will derive, what no exposition can give *— 
What is now. said might be exemplified from every page of 
Waits 9 Imitation. Take the*, for instance, Psalm 45. 9—" Up- 
on thy right hand did stand the queen in gold of Qphir." This 
is the text. It is the word of God. ' Here is the Scottish me- 
. ire version of these words : 

Upon thy right hand did the qoeen • 

In gold of Ophir stand. 
Those who confess the prose to be the language of the Holy 
Ghost, will not deny the matte to he eouaJly sacftd. JLet u* 
now tee the version and exposition of Watts— 

A t hie right hand our eyes behold, 

The queen arrayed in purest gold } 
« £$e world admires her beaxenly drees / 

Mcr robe? of joy and righteousness 
Vow, although the ideas of the text are not fully given in the 
two first lines, and what are gt^en are but feebly, expressed ; 
yet they are not so except ior able as the two last lines, which la- 
bor under the very great tncomenience of being untrue g for the 
%Dorld, as distinguished from* the Cburcb t never admired her 
heavenly dress $ her robe of joy and righteousness. It is her 
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Wc know, indeed, that owr brethren who 
use, and vindicate ibe use of the imitation of 
the Psalms, and other hymns, would shrink 
frohl such a conclusion. Why, then, do they 
Embrace premise* from which tint conclusion 
would necessarily flow ? I am, indeed, afraid 

i dress, her robe of righteousness, and holy joy, that haye made*- 

| theChovcha*. abject o£Ju*rad and derision to the world. The * 

vtorJdbatetbyou, is the testimony of the faithful witness —J oh, 
15. 19. and 17. 14' Those who are described at baton otxbml 
j . light, as not submitting to Godifc righteousness, but it enemies of 

•41*ighteoa«*e«s, are certainly not likely to admire these in the 
Canada, Bona* Id 3. Act. IX 10. Of a similar character are 
the following lines i 

A tool oppressed with sin's desert, 
1| y God will ne'er despise. 
The cases of Cain, Jn6>s, and all the trembling devils of hell, 
falsify thtsjtssertion. It U retained in many copies, though 
expunged «ut of some. It is calculated to foster a false hope. 
Again examine Psat. 51 4. "Against thee, thee only, have 
1 sinned, and done, this evil in thy sight ; that thou mighest be 
justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgett** 
'Gainst thee, thee only have I sinned, 
in thy. sight done this ill ; 
.; . . That when thou sptak*st thou may V be just, 

and clear io judging still. 

Scottish eertfasv 

Sbould'st thou eomkmn.mj mml$p beM, 

And crush my fle*b ta dust, . . 
Heaven would oftprom thy vengeance) well, 

And earth must own it just i 

The ttnhdtioH is' not a version. It is not even an attempt at 
one. The sentim nt is not authorised by the psalm, sior by a* 
ny other portion of scriptuar, that represents the approved con* 
fession ot r>. penitent. Nev*r did the Holy Ghoat inrsmct the 
heart, or life of a lielieofuff penitent, confessing sin and plead- 
ing for pardon, to contradict his declarations in the inspired 
>age. Yet the words, and sen'isnent of the Imitation, ate in 
;t coatradictton to Um word of God, in such' a cascj and 
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$«t *te fiict on which this objtutum is found, 
ed, gtonsmof <t/7A* Bible, hasa very extensive 
influence, in the bftaishment of imapiredotfa 
f«>m the Psalmody of the Cmiwli. And^Uke 
expedients, we may be pwity dertaitt • * 
of remedying, the preference <*tmv 

The Lord God bis aitotictn 
^4tt*e* <»***»*«»*«* • , , . k 

£*0**fre+er«fe*. 

He comes to make his blessing flow " :/ 
Par ante cur* is found. 
\ Watt* 

, 1* the fengnaje of lb* Imitation fcere, the Ungual of ft* text; 
or ofany other scripture? Did the : Savior, indeed, intend to 
make his blessing •« flow at/or <z* tfr. curt* UfimWf Ti*»' 
curse is found upon all devils, and wicked men tnivertally * 
Without exception, then, shall hit blessing reach fhem ali &? 
Or is a smooth fine of poetry, though containing a fatie doc> 
trine, of mow importance than the truth of God's word J So 
much for the. possibility of an erroneous exposition- 

I*et us n* at advert to the possibility of mistaking the spirit 
of the iniptred song, Take as an example . PsaL »6 "For 
«jdo in the heaven can If compared unto the Lord? vtbo anwnr 
thertnitftbetnifhtytanieMemrtuiMtieLeriPf 
Per wh/iaHe^rert wttfc rfc* Lord 

may once himself compare f • - i 
Who is )ike God amtjng tfre son* 
of those that mighty are ? 

Smttttb 

There's none of all my sons above 

■to much, my 'triage, or my Tore t 

Celestial powers :hy subjects are, 

Then what can earth to thee compare ? 

Watt*. 
. Th* fe*t b the worshipper's confession of Jehovah** m* 
preaae* perfection. This U me sphnt of k. But whit U the" 
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imimtim, wiftmcmase tt» evil Books whose 
scope is- to ccwidiicl their reader to the lively 
oracles trf truth, triay brusefcl;but'thoseinten* k 
ded to supersede the appointed use of any par* 
tion of Ifte ward of God, must be of danger- 
©us tendency* 

We have just turned from aw argument, 
pleading' the ignorance of New Testament 
worshippers, a* a reason for setting aside the 
Book of Psalms, as the matter of the Church's 
song ; we now meet another of an opposite 
cast. " Christian attainments, it seetns» are of 
an -order too high to be suited with the sober 
compositions el inspired men; *> How vain is 
Daan ! How easily the soothing accents of flat* 
fery induce to self deception ! TelUis, ye 

opnmen Vas gitren in the Imitation? Not the' 'inspired fan- 
Stage of the devout map* who does homage to. Bis Marker * but 
tfee tankage of the Father to ihe Son, isthe gfass? Thif U 
not the meaning of the teat* 

Once more, let u* attend to the Iflth verse of the same Psalm ; 
: " And intby rigbtei*m**<ihaittfy& 4r eotatod**' 

An<J in thy righteousness shall. they 
Exaite4 be on high. " ; 

Scottish vert ion. , 

His righteousness exalts their hope* 

Watts. . 

The idea, in the imitation, is inadequate to the text* The 

exaltation o€xhe fierson t U much more than the elevation of an 

affection of his mind. But in the imit&ion is none of that mas* 

. sy thought » and rich luxuriance of meaning, which distinguish 

tityr inspired songs. 
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trumpeters of yoar own graces, what art thosfc 
attairjments, and those exercises, of grace, 
which the Spirit of your Redeemer has not de- 
scribed with infallible accuracy in the Book of 
God?— yea, even in the Book of Psalms? 
THi you "find some, not there described, *e 
beg you to excuse a few of your fellofar pil- 
grims in *the jouraey of life, if they suspefct 
your> boasted acquisitions, to be the illusion* 
of the twilight of a partially instructed mind. 
We cannot highly admire that humility \ which 
induced the author of the Imitation of the 
Psalms, to set himself beftfre all the prophett 
of the Israelitish Church,* as to qualifications', 
for furnishing us with a system evangelical 
psalmi. To remedy such bloatings of self 

•*' Nor is the attempt {of making a new psalm book) vain-glo- 
rious, or presenting ,« for, in respect of clear .evangelic knowl- 
edge, The least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than ail the 
Jewish prophets, ."—Waits* Prtf. p. 6. 

There is a sense in which the New Testament minis ry is su- 
perior to that of the Old Testament— That which to trie one 
was ma.tter of promise, is to the other matter o£/acr. Bat was 
t)r. W. as well qualified to make a book of Psalms, as were 
David and oiher prophets I The Dr. has intimated that he 
was better qualified, and his friends agree with him i for they 
take his, and reject and vilify > that of. the others* We must, 
nevertheless, demur ; because we know, that to supply a system 
of Psalms, David — and others— were Suspired*. We do not bet 
licoe this of Dr < W. It requires the madness of this enthusiasm 
to go only a little jar t her, and We shall have the whole Old 
Testament rejected, in order to substitute the superior illusions 
of some modem iUummati. 
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ciknplacency,, a more intimate acquaintance 
with the spirit which breathes in the scripture/ 
song, may, with confidence, be recommended* 
; As an argument for. human composures in ; 
o»r psalmody, we find it further urged, K That 
Old Testament songs are defective, and that the * 
New Testament forms are few. " If thd poet-- 
ic coriipositions of the New Testament be ve* 
ry limited, instead of taking the feet a^aft ar, 
gument to justify the practice contended for/ 
I would rather understand it as an admonition 
ta us, to confine ourselves to those portions of 
the Book of God, that, from their structure, ' 
evMentlyappear intended, for the purpose of* 
Psalmody. If he who has the residue of the f 
Spirit; enlarged not the number of our sacred * 

• w * 

hymns, when finishing the canon of revelation, 
and settling, finally, the constitution of his ' 
Church, we should proceed to the task with 
cautious steps. We should have his com- 
mand/ Let us, then, turn to the holy volume, : 
and, before we fill his sanctuary with pur own ; 
effusions, let the stores of inspiration be ex? 
haustecL 

But, again, it is contended, that <r The im r 
imitation] and the hymns of modem date, 4r$ 
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better eaiqt^edtqffrfmse^ fp wrm, «#f.efe T 

vote the agectifw, .fAflMW the, prodycfy«s4 
iMspiratim-' &h Ifcnqw, it. \m, been.sajdy 
iindeAft doubt; thought; but ; iUs only hypqth- 
esis, or something. M«?rs$ ; an.d by vtafc£Wr 
dence, is .the hypothecs .sMj^wted? Affec... , 
tions ni^y be a^kened, and. the passions, 
thrown into tumult, where no piety exists.-^, 
.^icwtf religion there may be much elevation of 
heart, and yetna genuine devotioa* Instten* 
tion to this, %t has proved: as auspicious to 
the progress of a, raging, enthusiasm* as it Thas 

been «l?F9PWw» 8 : to the cause s£ the religion 
of the Bible. That the lighter principles of 
our constitution may be more readily excited, . 
and animal feeling more easily east into com* 
motion, by the flippant vetbiage.of maivthan 
by the more deep and solemn, delineations of 
the Holy Ghost, is not hard of belief* So. Au- 
gustine infotms, us, that "the Donatists in- 
flamed their minds with human compositions, 
and reproached the orthodox for singing, with 
sobriety f the divine songa o£ the prophets. ".-** 
The character of that warmth which is pro* 
duced by the words of man, rather than from 
the appointed use of thege of God, is a just ob? 



ject of suspicion, ahdlteconsequerices 6f dread, 
Behoki all ye that kindte a fire, that mnpm 

■ yourselves aboM i&ith sparks •'; "walk in the fight 
vf your fire, find «i the sparks, thai ye ifeftte 
■kindled. This shall pe have of mine hand i jfe 

■ shalt lie down in sorrow.* t 

* Isa. 4ft U. 

f ft* an elevated devotion consist in an exercise of heart, cor- 
responding to / the glories of tiie divine character, as these ate 
displayed in the face of Jesus, and to our relationtolhim, as saved 
sinners, it may very reasonably be questioned, whether the pro- 
ductions of human ingenuity be better adapted to it, than the 
word*, of @od. Conjee tureps no more admissible in true reli- 
gion, than in genuine science ; and, when admitted, iB no less 
pernicious in the former, than it is injurious to the latter. 

Much has been ascribed to the influence of pious hymns, of 

' tinman' composition in the religions movements of our days.-— 

But before any valid conclusion can be drawn from this, in 

' ttkeSr favor, two points must previously be settled : the first is, 

ttte character of these movements. Should what is most prom* 

' IheVi't in these excitements be of doubtful character, or, perhaps, 

ccndemnable at the bar of inspired truth, Uttle commendation 

would be due to that influence by which they are effected. The 

next point to be ascertained, is, supposing the character of these 

movements sustained, as realty gracious, was this character 

derived from the use of those hymns ? Or did it proceed from 

the use of other means divinely appointed to effect. a work of 

grace? Until the friends of modern hymn books shall have 

satisfactorily settled these inquiries, which are certainly fair 

ones, others will hold themselves excused in not giving that 

toredit to the hypothesis, far it is no more than hypothesis, 

' which its advocates claim. 

It is most notorious that those excitements called revivdUit 
•rel'gion, which make. the greatest noise, are effected where the 
tofitt perniciou* errors are habitually taught. That these, and 
'modem hymns, have a great share in the production of those 
noiky but tb&rt lived agitations, need not be doubted. Israel's 
worship of the golden calf, was marked by a greater excite. 
ment, than the usual, and approved worship of Jehovah. A 
Visit to those favored districts of revival* a few momhs after 
Hs magamne description, or cd&iartical report, has been givCh 
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Itisagairt contended, that" Thi poetic com- 
positions in general use, particularly those of 
Dr. Watts % are more elegant in Action, and x in 
> sentiment \ more evangelical, than is any literal 
^version of the Bible Psalms ; and therefore de- 
mand a preference." Into the literary merits 

of the multitudes cod verted, would cast a shade of deubt, gen- 
erally, on those fine narrative's. And the man who confers, 
that the embracing of truth, turning to God through a crucified 
eiultxalfcd Savior, and living a life of practical godliness, are 
the best proofs of real conversion, wishes, sincerely, that things 
were published astbsy really are, and ihat our country furnish- 
ed one journal, which would venture to tell all the truth. 

The idea that the songs of inspiration are inadequate to the 
elevation of modern devotion, demands another remark.— 
When we look to the christian heroes of the reformation, when 
we review the intellectual pre-crriaence c f those champions t\r 
truth, who flourished in the 16th and 17»h centuries, when we 
consider the ardor of their piety, and the favor of their enlight- 
ened zeal; the firmness of iheir character, and the magnitude 
of their achievements; and compare with these \he frivolity, 
the indifference to truth, though less rage for innovation, that 
characterized the ecclesiastics of the eighteenth century, the 
comparison is as humbling to the character of the latter, as it 
is honorable to the fotmer. Yet among thrse highly favored 
men of God, whose devotion was of the loftiest kind, anji 
whose deeds of valor, in the cause cf God and man, are immor- 
tal ; whose experience in the life of godliness was deep and. 
substantia!, while their dangers were great and their sufferings 
extreme ; among the thousands of those martyrs, divinely en- 
nobled as they were, not one was found to imagine, that the in- 
spired psalms were of a character too Hat for his piety, unsuit- 
able to a gospel day, or unfit for the various conditions of the 
christian life. Such imaginations were unknown in those days, 
when God was seen among men, dispensing, in measures unu- 
sually large, the gifts of his Spirit* Complaints of the obscu- 
rity of the inspired page were left to exercise the blinded vota- 
ries of (he Romish Church, and, laregret their Jlatnett, was a 
suitable employment for the raving devotees of fohn of Lev- 
den. Robert Barclay, Isaac Watts, John Wesley, and their 
devotees, engaged in the same unholy work. Can the blessing 



of Acse con^sitiow, 4«i at prcsejQt, besides 
my; design to inquire. SfeftukJ all that i$ 
claimed for the orthodoxy of their seotkneatet 
the correctness of their figures, and the ekgawx 
of their diction, be admitted ;■ still they are but 
the productions ef human ingenuity • They 
are not even imperfect versions ; the best of 
them rise no higher than partialimitations.—* 
Whatever prtttines* may belong to them, I 
must prefer the words of inspiration, even in a 
version of the humblest pretensions. 

But this supposed excellence belongs not 
to the compositions of Dr. Watts. The fact 
that so much labor has been employed upon 
the imitation of the psalms, proves the force of 
the conviction, that it was imperfect. This 
imperfection extended to the sentiment as well 
as to the phraseology.* 

of heaven rest on such a course I Hear the opinion of the e- 
vangelical Remains ** $*perie»ct," say* he, M demonstrate*, 
that God doet bless the singing of P*alm* in the Church, and 
does not bless the singing of men's hymns. 1 *— •/ You may bring 
your poem* into the Church, and may be vastly delighted with 
performing them* So is the vainest creature at the opera. The 
pleasure in bath ca*t*> arises from the. same cause.— -But there 
can be no more spiritual edification in the one than in the oth- 
er : because neither of them is the ordinance of God." 

Works, vok& 

• We know, indeed, thai to intimate this is u-isarV, even id 
snen of emiverce* The character of the late I>r. Bwight, as a 
man of literature and taste, is deservedly high in em country j 

O 2 
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v Tbe kkat)fthc5e<oomposkiOT3JWit^ ofi« 
character more erangefccal, thaa wtiteral v&% 
Mon of an inspired Psfrlm, shall nom (Mm no 
ferther notice. To h€^ the assert kto from the 
reputed friends of die Bible, is an omen of bo 

jfOOd* 

With full aa irujck confidence as.q^d^ 
it is assent thftt Dr. Watts had opjwtf 
a right to make, or. translate psplms, m Mr, 
House. Tl)e equality q£ the rightist^ denied, 
but the assertion is calculated to r deceive th« 
unthinking. It assumes the foci) that the pro- 
duction, of Watts is a version, which is w£ 
true, It was designed as, * substitute for eve*; 
ry fair translation ; and one of its excglleiH. 
ces is said to be its remQteqess frojn the orv> 
ginal. That called RoMseV ppraphrnse, is 
intended as, ajuj really is> a fair version j 
though not 30 perfect as to preclude improve- ■ 

yet, such waa^he strength of the torrent of public opinion a* 
piongst us, in favor of die imitation, error* and aH f that tveuj 
the President of TqEb College 4sred to correct only a part of th* se*i 
Dr. Watts, he says '* was npt ditfinguitbed at a comet writer*'* 
Thus stiJJ tjie ; toiperfecttotis of the work Are proclaimed *-- 
These are not denied by such of its friends, as are capable -of 
judging in the case. Criticism is therefore precluded. Were 
these imperfections confined to style or composition, the mat* 
ter would be of comparatively small importance : but they ex» 
find to the expression of erroneous sentiments, unwarrantable 
omissions* and change of subject ; to derangement of inspired 
Order, rejection of scriptural EoetaDhors, *S well as- to tioUttou* 
cf the canons of compoaiiioq. 



mcBti Let;it> however, be4ept in mind, that 
stgietibfr; departure fraai4be#o^iW and fo/>- 
jwypr *tf the Holy Ghost, would constitute no 
part of ibis improvement. It must be * again 
repeated, that the contest is hot between ver* 
sum and version ; but between translation and 
imitatwn; between inspired songs, and those 
6f human composure* The assertion of the 
dtsputer is this ; Dr. Watts had as good at 
right to imitate the. Book of Psalms, as Mr. 
Rouse had to translate it ; and we have the 
same right to employ, in the worship of God, 
die imitation, that others have to use the trans- 
biion. Th* argument is of the same species 
as this-^The British divines, in the reign of 
James I; made ft version of the Bible ; there- 
fore, Ethan Allen had as good a right to make 
his bible; and those who choose it, have as 
good aright to employ it, as others have to 
use the translation, for the rule of their faith 
and manners! The value of the argument, 
thus applied^ every christian can appreciate. 

Upon the declaration so frequently made, 
that Dr. -Watts liad as good a right to furnish 
us with a book of Psalms, as had the inspired 
prophet, David, I make no additional remarks. 



£164] 

The causes which ha ve led to such an asser- 
tion must be deplored, and the consequences* 
must be feared. The existence of such a sen* 
timent among professors, at this day, is suffi- 
cient to justify the present attempt to turn 
your attention to the subject*. Let the mem- 
bers of every church be told, let them be made 
to understand, that no production of the hu- 
man mind, however high its rank, can com- 
pare with any page of the inspired volume. 

There is one objection which,, were it not 
so frequently adduced, for sake of the objec- 
tors, I would wittingly conceal— It is substan- 
tially expressed by Dr. W. *' Some Psalms 
are so full of cursings, that they hardly be- 
come the tongue of a follower of the blessed 
Jtsus" ! ! ! 

The objectors certainly forget, that these 
psalms were given by the inspiration of the 
Holy Ghost. Those usually specified as ob* 
jectionable, are expressly quoted by the Apos- 
tle Peter, as the words of the divine Spirit* 
May not, then, a follower pf ihe blessed Sav- 
ior use those words, which the Holy* Spirit of 
that Savior has dictated for his instruction ? — 

•Act. 116.20, P*»Ufi9.24.&l«3.a» . 
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Might it not be well for the objectors to pause, 
and consider, % whether such language as they 
, employ, approaches .not towanck. a blasphe- 
ming of that Spirit, who, through the iosiru- 
mentality of his word, sanctifies thosout? But 
this objection proceeds from a false vfew r of 
the divine character-— God is just as well as 
inerdiful, arid he instructs his church to.".siog 

• both of mercy: and judgment "ft ' l '• - 

But to notice every cavil would be endta*, 
as it would be useless. .Collateral subjects of 
disputation L purposely, avoid, that 'the m^m 
one may, as much as possible, be brought 
unembarrassed, -and fairly before my reader. 
•.How far I have sueceeded in a lucid statement 

* of my subject, shaH be left to others to decide. 

♦ I can only say, that I intended well- But 

• whatever may be; thought of me or my work* 

* I am not without confidence, that a scriptural 
Psalmody shall ultimately prevail. Public o- 
pinion is fluctuating, and mere party spirit wit), 

f Ps. 101. 1. > 

A Go J* h »s tbrtattntd his aad his people's implacable enemies 
with ruin ; this overthrow ij a promiie to his Church, andev- 
ery time she prays. Thy vtitl fc-.tmiv, she rtaily employ this 
language which is said to be unfit for a follower of the blessrd 
Jesttt. G/>d.»a. Spirit nev< ^dictated* Otv approved of private per* 
tonal vengeance ; but he teaches to pray for the accomplish- 
ment of,ev.ery p^mjse, and Wipprpvcoi^deemoiH of it* 
wavering justice. 
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Hy. The period fewmif^ whert in 
Here, ^rth ati tle^m writer of the fesfc age, 
44 that when mortals con verse with their Crea- 
tor, tkey cannotdo ittm % o proper a style as in 
that of the Hdy •a^mi«. ,, f The ascendan- 
cy of' the Bible, at thk-day, gives *. ground of 
assurance, that we ham not to look through 
the vista of ages, torsee its triumph completed. 
its triumph is at hand, Yet i am not lasensi- 
: ble of the points, from . which opposition ' to- a 
reform may be expected. Wherfc mcn'tof 
high standing have pledged themselves, the 
tisuat share of integrity that falls m the eft' 
izens of Zion, as not always sufficient to iff- 
. duce a retraction of incorreet sentiment, and a 
retraci ng of their devious steps* Those, too, 
who, having broken their pledge to a plao of 
correct order tend worship, ami being destitute 
of character or principle, are set : afloat tM the 
tumultuous sea of conflicting opinions, wfth- 
out compass or helm, and having an eye to no 
definite haven, are the characters from whom 
a scriptural Psalmodjr "has most to fear. 

*Sfilf lanrttot witfiotithope # that,amongihosc 
who flow employ an Imhatkmef sacred songs t 

II Spectator, Vot *> No. 40* 



ris^ahp^J^I^ 

siting m ijndspendewy of pprty names t will 
lift the, voice in % testimony against the re, 
proaeh, attempted to be past on the Book of 
Psalms , Sjjqh, will be^ in mind, that the 
content is not. for Old Testament, in preference 
to New Testawi wt : doctrine and language. 
They will recognize die impression oftheHo^ 
ly Ghost* upon the language and doctrine of 
both the Testarospts ; qpd.they will prefer 
that which God hath given, to any thing that 
man would substitute in its place. A mo* 
roent's thought will show them, that the Book 
of Psalms is " the Bible in miniature" ; pre- 
cisejy whftt ai> evangelical Psalm, Book should 
be, that is, a compressed exhibition of Jeho- 
vah's character, grace, and providence; of 
gaao's st?te* experience,; and prospects. They, 
will not be amused by the idle rant of some 
scripture songs being incapable of personal ap- 
plication .to the precise case of the individual ; 
for they $re taught by that Spirit who is their 
Sanctifier and Comforter, that "all scripture 
is profitable for instruction." This instruc- 
tion in rightfulness they $an derive from in- 
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spired delineations of the pe^fecftidttS, works, 
arid grace of God, and from «imilar descrip-; 
tions of the experience of the elder chiWeen t>f. 
their heavenly Father, who have travelled*)©: ...» 
fore them, the paths of sorrow, of holy joy. ' 
and of life. To them, after all the ; spedl«>us : 
declamation which has no bearing Onit, shall ; 
have been heard, the question will still recur ; | 
Whether are more excellent, those saer*d L ; 
•'psalms, and hymns, andspiritual songs," re- • 
commended by their inspiration, and by the 
experience of the children of> grace, in every : 
age ; or those necessarily defective effusions,! 
which can claim rid higher origin than the in- •? 
genuity of man ? This is, indeed, the ques- > 
tion. May I not hope that it will receive a^ • 
candid consideration ? 

Plain as it is, and important as it is deemed 
to be, the hope of an immediate and univer- • 
sal change, is not authorized by the charac- 
ter of this age. ' The activity of our time is, 
indeed, imposing, and in it there is much to ; 
praise ; but the most conspicuous portion of it, ^ 
requires little of that self denial which dis- 
tinguishes true religion, and, alas ! that chari- 
ty whose pretensions are highest, rejoices but 
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little iri the truth. The semblance t>f knre< the 
treacherous salutation, mqy betray the truth,' 
and Without suspecting it, an ill directed zeal, 
about something pertaining to religion, may, in 
its associations, recommend the most fatal er- 
tot. And where is the man whose guards are 
so skilfully placed, as to be out of danger from 
the enemy at every point ? Thfo considera- 
tion instructs us, not in a foolish self gratula- 
*ion, but in an humble vigilance. 

While, therefore* we should guard against 
the impostures of that empty charity, whose 
gifts are so few; and not be deceived by that 
love of noisy pretensions, which never gives of 
its own, we should/ with equal care, keep a 
watchful eye on that orthodoxy and that zeal, 
which are separated from obedience to God, 1 
md good will to man; There may be a cold 
blooded orthodoxy of opinion, that has no alli- 
ance with the living truth of Jesus ; and there 
may be a consuming zeal for names and forms, 
that sits enthroned in an unfeeling heart* That 
soundness of mind and expansion of affection, 
which are the offspring of the transforming 
grace of God, are equidistant from each of 
these extremes ; with this mind and this affec- 
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gftn, s}tfji# **»« cbrt&tian enter U]e field of qmt 
tf»wers$ ? . % tbesc will he be, f^vedJVop^tk* 
twnenes*. Uiat4bqiwlifies, to rindicate,, wUfr &* 
9omiag spirit, the, cause Qffi%j^fWM«ift,vftff4 
frAm, ttat qcUelty which. biet»j«. .»- «*lk>ws 
bearV 

, ThaUbbsafcanimitf^ 
^v^ipgfy p»f?jued ip thefse pages, the wriU 
ter will not venture tor affirm. Any deviat* 
tions from it, however* which he m^ dfecoy* 
er, will fiinwh* matter pf sincere* regret; for 
his cause, ajitfjpri^ nothing hut what coa*. 
bines#Htb$tismanfy t with whatever is divine. 
In this di^ussion,.persooal awmosity can have 
^ala^e^to, #ie unkind emotions, qf our im- 
perfect nature there is no temptation* What- 
eyear of frowning aspect may have appeared 
upop my page, is altogether on a public ground; 
and, it is believed, a style of remark, still more 
severe^ thpn any employed, would have been 
justified by the sentiments which have passed 
in .review. But asperity of remark, however 
wellmeritfd, caivonly be pleasant to the heart* 
less censor : T# recognise the worth of talent 
tp honor distinguished virtue, to rejoice in the 
testimonial* pf unaffected piety* wherever 
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found, are employments much more congenial 
with the habitual temper of a well constructed 
mind. In such exercises, it is hoped, we shall 
often find advantage united with pleasure. 
And although we must now contemplate our 
sky still darkened with thick clouds of lamen- 
table mistakes ; yet the morning of a brighter 
day to the Church of God, than she h$* long 
enjoyed, we hope, is about to dawn. May the 
rising glories of that long wished for day, spee- 
dily bless our world ; then the promise shell 
be fully realized — Thy watchmen sfiall lift up 
the voice ; with the voice together shall they 
sing: for they shall see eye to eye % when the 
Lord shall bring again Zion. With affection- 
ate regard, de*r brethren, 

I bid vou 

''farewell* 

GalwaUi ' 

Mf. GILBERT M'MASTER, 

Oct. 1818. 



■ t *» 



• "fc 



APPENDIX, No. 1. 

(Seepage 121, ) 

Dr. WATTS. 
^ WHAT were the opinions of Dr. Watts on the 
subject of tbe Trinity, and person of Jesus Christ ? It 
would be pleasant, indeed, could we find him among the 
sound divines of England ; but there, it is believed, his 
works will not allow him to be placed. An examina- 
tion of these will prove him to have embraced a com- 
pound of Noetianism, Sabellianhm, Arianhm, and Soci- 
nianitm. He was not of a spirit implicitly to follow any 
one leader* If any be disposed to distinguish between 
the practical faith of his heart, and the speculative arti- 
cles of his creed, I have no objection. Believing, how- 
ever, as I do, that God constitutes not mortals arbiters 
of the state of men, I have only to do with the latter— 
upon the former k is not mine to decide. The Dr'*« 
sentiments' concerning the Redeemer, will be found in 
his " Discourses on the glory of Christ." The edition 
now before me is that of 1 746, but a little more than a 
year before the author's death— There you will find 
him zealously maintaining, that the human soul of 
Christ, created before all worlds, is the Lord from hea- 
ven, spoken of 1 Cor. 15. 47.*— That in the image of 
Ibis pre-existent spirit, Adam was created!— That the 
sonskifi of Christ, belongs, exclusively, to his human 
soulj— That the covenant of redemption was not made 
with a person who was the Father's equal, but with this 
created spirit [| — Such ere some of the views r which thia 
author supposes would make the Bible mote defensi- 
ble His opinion* on the doctrine of the Trinity, may 
be gathered from the following address to Godv 

" Dear and Messed G*l. hadstthou been pleased, in any one: 
plain tcripture, to have informed arc which of the different o- 
pinions about the holy Tiimty^ among the contending parties off 

♦ P. l?5-& f P. 20X | P. 201. H P. 180. 235* 
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Christians, had been true, thou knovsest with how much real 
satisfaction, and joy my unbiassed heart would have opened itself 
10 receive and embrace the divine discovery. Hadst thoa told 
mt plainly, in arfy tingle text, that the Father, Son and Half 
Spirit, are tbree-real distinct person* in thy divine nature, I hade 
never suffered myself to be bewildered' in so many doubts, 
nor embarrassed with so many . strong fears of assent- 
ing to the mere inventions of men, instead p£ divine 
doctrine ; hut I should have bumBty and immedtntefyiLCCepttd 
thy words so tar as H was possible for me to understand 4heftf 
as the only rale of my ftfsJu O*, hadst ttaoo been pleased ws-tw 
express and include this proposition m ttescvwal scattered forty 
of thy book, from whence ray reason and conscience, might . 
with cart find out, and with certainty infer this doctrine, I should 
have joyfully em pi- yed all my reasoning powers, with their* 
utmost skill and activity, to have found out this inference, itsd? 
ingrafted it into my sout. 

—-Holy Father,— how oan such weak •creatures ever take in 40* 
etrmige. $0 difficult and so abstruse a doctrine a» this ? And can, 
this strange and pe'piexing notion of three real per sons, going to 
mike up one true God, be so necessary and so important* part or 
that christian doctrine, which, in 'he Old Testament, and the 
New, is represented as so platn*aitd so easy, even to the measw 
est understanding P'-JPattt* Wotks, vol 7- 476V-7. - * 

Leeds Edition. . 

Let us advert again to the manner in which his wai- 
tings have been understood by etmnebt divines, in dif- 
ferent countries, and of various religions* persuasions* 
Dr. Doti ridge was his friend, his companion, admirer, 
and biographer. He was capable of entering ioto the? 
views, and certainly cannot be suspected of a diapast* 
tfon to misrepresent the sentiments of Dr. Watts. I- 
refer the reader, then, to the statements of Dr. Dod« 
ridge on this subject*— ♦ 

*' For as much as— there is such a change and hnmitiation as* 
serted concerning Christ, as could not property be asserted con- 
cerning an eternal aad immutable being, as such, there Urea* 
son to believe that Christ had before bis incarnation a treated qp 
derived nature* which would admit Of such a change —Walts' 
Diss, on the Trin. ho. $. Works, vol. 6. p. 518—54- See 
Dod ridge, II. p 154. 

Again, *' Dr- Watts maintained One Supreme God dwelftag 
in the human nature of Christ, which he supposes to have ex- 
isted the first of all creatures j and speaks of the divine Logos u 
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«» Ait »i»dtm*i «•*, *«d tile Holy Spjrit tt the ftotor jk*o»v 
ot the sniWcne andbgfecr ai it ; which hi says is t acaafcTpaM* 
Mttttt, t, Ot **ofc*n ofjigwwti*!? in scripture, under personal 
cfctrsctf )*, Watt*'* Dusjv BTo» 7* Ww»H & P* 630.*--> 
SfetDodr4d«e»yol.lI.p 193. 

He also referred Christ's being the only &£«#«* Son 
qf God, ** to hit being the promised Messiah, or to his 
extraordinary conception, and exaltation to his king-* 
dj&ju as Mediator." See Dodr. II. 178. 

President Edwards urges fourteen distinct argument* 
against the hypothesis of Dr< Watts, concerning Jesus 
Qhrist. He has this remark-—" According to what 
seems to be Dr. Watts's scheme, the Son of God is no 
ifaijina divine fier*on/ram the. Father*"* That his son*, 
the late Dr. Edwards, viewed the subject in a similar, 
light, is more than presumable, from the fact) that he 
transcribed these arguments of his venerable Father, 
for the press The same conclusiou may be drawn. in. 
respect of Dr t Erskine, of Edinburgh, from the interest 
he leak injthe publication of these Essays of the Piesi- 
dervt of NatwuHaH; and from, t be special notice which. 
be takes of that part of them, containing the refutation 
<rf the. scheme- of Dr. AV. 

In the. same Qghtare these writings qf Dr. W. un- 
derstood by tbe venerable Dr. Anderson? He taught, 
says Dr. A*—- " that the Holy Spirit is not a person re- 
ft ally distinct from th$ Father, but the. divine 'flower— t 
that there are do real distinct fler 90m in the Godhead.'* 
In a similar point of view is the subject contemplated 
by the Rev'd James R. Willson, in his very interesting^ 
" History of opinions on the atonement." Hear the 
confession of.another — It is. that of Dr. Ely. " We 
cannot <deny, s »ys Dr. E. that Dr. Walts' treatise—has 
wrought mucti *ii$chiff-*lt was the book which first 
turned the head of the Rev*d John Sherman^— We wish 

•' Essays. f Vindici» Oantus Dam p. 73. 

i Mr. Sherman became a violent Socinian, and wrote a "bock" 
to prove that the Savior was only a man. Dr. W'« book se- 
duced him* 
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the fierniciou* consequences of that treatise had termi- 
nated here."* ElySRev. No 2. p. 231. 

In the same page we are informed, that Mr. Alfison, 
late chaplain to Congress, last January, preached ttoa 
heresy to our representatives, and gave Dr. W. as'the 
author of the doctrine. 

Thus, with Moetu* and Sabettiua, the Dr. maintained 
a* certain union to subsist between the man Christ and 
the divine nature or some portion of it— With jiriu* 
he maintained, that the Son of God is a Super- Angelic 
creature, formed before the foundation of the world, and 1 
employed in the creation of aM things— And with thtf 
Seaman*, that the Holy Ghost is not a distinct person) 
but the divine fiovter, or its effect t Such were the o* 
pinions of Dr. W. written and left on record by hinf* 
self; and thus have these opinions been understood by 
Dodridge, the two Edward*, Er skint, Ander*rm, With* 
son, Ely See. And it is notorious, that every SochViattf 
who has read his works, claims him, as of that school* 
His solemn address admhs of no explanation. If ever 
man is serious, in the expression of his sentiments, it 
is when he addresses God ; and, if ever he expresses 
those sentiments with precision, it h when he writes? 
them. Dr. W. has done both— He ventured to tell 
his Maker, that the doctrine of three real persons in the 
Godhead, is a strange and fterfilexing notion, which we 
cannot receive ; and which is not even inferible from 
the whole contents of the Book of God I 

The truth is, u Comparatively few divines of any class, 
—at the darkened period in which Dr. W. lived and 
wrote, held out the glimmering lamp of sound evangel- 
ical instruction /*t Giving too much way tothegam- 

♦ Dr. Ely admits Dt. W. to have been a SebeHian ; yet Dr. 
E. recommends his works," errors notwithstanding/' in a style 
which wq. were not prepared to expect. Could 1 hope that this 
page would reach Philadelphia, I would remonstrate against 
the author of " The Contrast/ 9 giving his name to circulate the 
confessed heresies of W. But these works and bit recommen- 
dation, now go hand in hand in the production of " much mi*** 
chief.*' 

t Christ. Obt. 



I i77 3 

bols of imagination, it <( occasionally carried him out" 
(sajr hi* Mends) into moral and sentimental excursions 
beyoiid the usual limits of plain evangelical truth."*-* 
And, accordsag to the historian of the English dissen? 
tors,t from these excursions it was no easy task to bring 
him beck. Childishly fond of something new, over the 
ereatwes of his fancy he doaied with an overweening 
affection, not because they were legitimate ; but because 
they were his own. 

j It is not a little arrange, that a doubt suggested as to 
the orthodoxy of Dr. W. should, in certain quarters, 
produce so much sensibility. Why not contend with 
equal zeal, for the soundness of Robinson zpdFrieatly .? 
fcio man will hesitate to place Rdbinson, the author of 
the village sermons, and Watts, in the same rank as to 
orthodoxy —The same Robin$on,xht author of Eccle- 
siastical Researches, and JPHesily, the historian of Ear* 
fy Opinions were fellow laborers in the same cause of 
feeresy— Why then separate Watts Robinson, and 
Priestly ? They were all learned and amiable men ; 
and all equally mistaken in thejirst principles of true 
religion*— the object and medium ot worship. But Watts 
gave a book of Psalms to orthodox churches ! 




MODE OF SINGING. 
IN Psalmody the music should be solemn and sim- 
ple. Perhaps there might be a general reform effected) in 
it by the banishment of every difficult tune, and the adop- 
tion of a manner better calculated to engage the atten- 
tion to the sentiment, rather than to the sound. Would 
not the chanting of the Psalms in prese, be more con- 
genial with the nature of sacred worship, than the mo- 
dish art. which, almost universally, is at war with the 
engagement of the mind and the heart \ I have said 
chanting the Psalms in prose $ not that 1 am displeased 

• Ibid f Bogus. 
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whether it he in prose *»rverse,<it is^qually the w&rd o£ 
QqS. The Westminster directory enjoins it, an th* 
whole congregatipi to mule in this sewice, i**d t» siag 
directly on, e *cept in a givoa case. The spirit /of tb«t? 
injunction h*s the saacMoa of good seasej On* vcfjr 
general practice, however* cannot be reprobated ia 
terms too strong : that of an entire congregetioo* s^jr? 
of 1000, or 1500 persons, resigning thft «?Aofe of titfi 
part of worship to a do?eo or two, visually of the roost 
trifling character* ; for the choir demand* no qualifier 
tion but a well uiaed voice. The whole attention is <^ 
vioiuly devoted to the music. The, note* of Uw> Uvoe? 
frequerjdy, ojpupy the place of the /**<*/* 4ca* /, An4 tbfi 
fcree ia countenanced by minister* of rejigioe— th» 
outrage on devotion,, and wwft against the God of hea-s 
ven is called religious worship I 



No. 3. 

The Creed of the Advocate* of a human Psalmody y ct de- 
duced from their writings. 
I. WE believe and profit**, that divine instimtio h 
cannot be pleaded for the use of the Book of Psalms, 
in the Church of God.— Latta, p, 77. Freeman, p. 20. 
1I« That the introduction qf the Book of Psalms into 
the Psalmody of the Church, was an frmovation, unau- 
thorized) except by* Ariann to the exclusion of an evan- 
gelical psalmody. L. p. 77. 

lil. That the language and dattri** of the Old Tes* 
tament are very rcmoteimm an evangelical creed, such 
as that agreed upon by the council of Nice* 11*. p» 
^0—51. 

, IV: That the word of Christ ia wholly^ to the exclu* 
^01> of all tbe Old Testament scriptures* con&ned 
* to the writings of the New Testament. Ibid. p. 2a. 
89. Freeman, p. 4. 

V. That the Father as a distinct object of worship, 
and the Son as the way of access to him, are wholly un- 
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lmewirttftiteafa ^Tesument ; fta* the wdwHip of (hat 
tftptaM*iaii!*a« not pfteeerited threugfo the Mediation 
r - r * Latt*Vp< *S. fcPreft pv 7. 

VK Tterttf* use of thr Book of Psalm* fertile 
ChfcrdhM wowhip, decides clearly in (%jor of Arianism,* 
and'dwectly tends to im*ke heresy triumphant* * 
» :Lsua, p 77 Pi'etmXf, p*- 1*. 15. 

• VII. Titat *<itbe Psalms of David were property stfit- 
ri t&atdtHgntid perversion tffru$/i> under the specious 
argument of ifimroenuthority,^ to leedtheitiihd " fro^pf 
the doctrine of a divine Savior." Baird, page SK 

Villi. "Pha* fhe inspiwion of the Holy Spirit, was 
wot designed to inspire concerts to the gospel, whh ven~ 
iration an&resfiect for the Psalms of David. 

Latta, p. 42. 

IX. That the matter and words of the scripture songs 
flatten our devotion, awaken our regret, and touch all 
the springs of uneasiness within us. See Watts 9 preC 
page 3. 4. 

X. That they contain such dreadful curses against 
man, as to make them contrary to the, spirit of the gos- 
pel* Ibid. p. 4. 5. 

XI. That the use of these songs of inspiration checks 
Us in our ascent toward heaven, throws the veil of Mo- 
ses over our hearts, darkens our views of God the Sav- 
ior, and dulls our worship of mere necessity. Ibid. 

XII. That their use shocks the soul, ruffles the spir- 
it,, spoils the devotion, and affrights the conscience, lest, 
in employing the language of inspiration, we speak, a 

falsehood unto God. Ibid. p. 5. 

XIII. That to sing many of the Bible Ps?lms implies 
a contradiction, and cannot be done without fal&chood. 

Freeman, p. 13. Baird, p. 43. 

XIV. That every christian possessing a poetical tal- 
ent is more capable, and as much authorized, to make 
a system of psalms for the use of the Church, as were 
any of the inspired prophets ; nay ; the sfiontantwus ef- 
fusions of the christian poet arf ♦preferable to the set 

compositions of inspired bards. I/atta, p. 23. 96.— 
Baird, p. 83. Watts, Pref. 6. 
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XV. That several parts of the Inspired songs* as of 
the 1 1 9th Psalm, are of little use; the matter so confus- 
ed and incongruous, that it requires much labor and 
transposition to obtain some degree of consistency. 
♦ m Watts* note. 1 19 P. - 

XVI. That the o(fes of Horace ', and Psakns oSDavia\ in 
their manner oJPcotnfi08ure 3 sfiirit, and force^ are much 
alike ; and equally capable, by the pen of a christian po- 
et, of such transformation, as would make them suita- 
ble for christian worship ! Watts, Rem. of time, 
Works, vol. 7. 433. 

This is a specimen of the spirit that pervades the 
arguments for a human, in place of an inspired system 
o> Psalms'. These sentiments held forth by masters in 
Israel, must have produced, and still continue to pro- 
duce, a most unhappy effect. 



ERRATA. 
Page 37. /. 2 1. for none, read no. 4 

53. /. 16. expunge the words, none. of these, and 

after were, insert net* 
82. Note, for TrommiU'a, read Trommiua'. 
86. /. 17, for are, r. is. 
103. /• 22. for derangement r. imbecility* # 
1 14. Nate, /. t. after universally, r. read. 
118. i. 3. for furnishes, r. ftmu>H» 



•* * 



# 



S' * 






/ 



m 



! 



15 



■ 



111 



